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A 
The Fpiſtle Dedicatory. 

as alfo - preſenting th'Idza of your kind+ 
nefſe before the Theater of my contem- 
plations 5 I could in conceit reap no 
( Ambroſian ) applauſe of my capacity, 
untill ({ although inBazczs homely diſh) I 
had preſented you with the firſt April-fruits 
of my cerebroſities extraction - by vertue of 
which audacious reſolution ( arming my 
Muſe with obedience, and my Pen with 
ſubmiſhve humility ) I have preſum'd to 
prefent you thismy unpoliſhed Pamphlet, 
or rather to betake my FLOWER OF 
FIDELITIE wnder the ( benigne ) 
wings of your worthy patfonage : the mate- 
rial effe& whereof ( albeit deriv'd from the 
Index of Cytherea) I have ſoovervailed with 
the maske of chaſte modeliy, that I hope 
not onely the appgition of ſcandalifing me- 


thod is aboliſhed, but alſo the Phyſnomy 


of ſaperfiuons amorous terms ( which m 
not correſpond with the climate of 
complexion ) utterly raz'd out. Ac 
therefore, worthily Worſhipful , this m 
iſh Pamphlet, asthe pledge ofsny zea 
7a aftection; and grace my FEOWE 
OF FIDELITIE with this' happh 
ncſſe, to be eſtabliſhed in the fragrant-Gar: 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
den'of your flouriſhing Library - ſo fhall I 


eſteem my Labours coroniz'd with the. 


Laurel of content, my Muſe inveſted 
with the exquifite Trophies of applauſe, 
and my ſelfe ſmooth'd upin the Terreftial 
Eden of fortupate deleCtation. 


Tour obedient ſon and 
devoted ſervant 


JoRKN REYNOLDS 


ASonnet ſent by the Author 


''-toall Beauteous and Vertuous 
Gentlewomen. 


QF Os Sovzraigne Nymphs, whoſe Crimſon-chryftal Dye 
Obſcures the taint of ſJuno's Lovely face, 

Tou which for ſumptuous Princely Modeſty 

Like fair Diana through the ftreets ds trace, 

* Comeleave your taskes and with a gracious loze. 

Peruſe the merbod of my Pamphlet-Booke. 


Therein doth no Laſcivious phraſe remaine, 

But one/y arkes of chafte FIDELITIE. 

Wherefore ſweet Nymph let me this Boone obtain 

That midſt your triumphs in May's jollity. 
Together with your Diapred Noſegayes fair 
Tou will voucbſafe my faitkful FLOWER. to wear. 


F. 
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The Preface. 


1 VHe generality of ingertiows Thiloſopher', 
within whoſe ind ſtriows capacities Diſ- 
cretion ur triumphant, do tn the 
[ympathie of their reſolutions con feſſe, that t here 
3x no Love comparable to that which is built up- 

. on the Rock of Vertues divine experience doth by 
( HW ) examples daily demonſtrate ud 3 that 
efires which exceed the limits of Honour, are 
alwayes in the prime of their hopes meritoriouſ- 
ly woſ by ſome prejudicial misfortune : whereas 
on the 9/1 grounded upon 4 ſacred de- 
' termination, doth not only moſt flouriſhingly live 
' 31 fortunate proſperity, bus likewiſe dieth in 
""woft blisful aſſurcd ſelicity : God at all times 
*Þateth a diſlozal heart , and with the events of 
" eomtentation coronizeth that Lque whoſe effeGFs 
* tend to wnfained fidelity. The rage of Loves 
| paſſions are great, and 1 0 great , that ina 
 wanner a eſteem Venus powerful; for firft ſhs 
*{ «« wother ) predeſtinateth, and then Cupid 
*{ &# her obedient ſon ) ftriketh whom ſhe cow- 
" Wands, By Nature all wen ave made of one.efſex- 
Hel ſubſtance , yet being produc'd under divers 

| "Planets, Love with ber intricate authority doth 
th more 
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The Preface,” PIT 
wore torment ſome then others; for beauty hath 
ſuch power, and her power ſuch vertue, that (11.4 * 
manner) all Mortals are ſome times ſcorcht with 
the ardent flames of her tirannical recognif; ances 
#8 well Potentates, as Impotents , fight nnder the 
banner of Beauty; and Cupid, the Paphian Ar- 
cher, being blind, as ſoone ſtrikes Robes 4s Ragss 
Art can never diſplace the impreſſaon which Na- 
ture hath imprinted, nor Dignities ever avoid 
that which Divinity ſetteth down for a period. 
All men areſubje@ to Love; therefore no marvel 
zf Love ſo ſeize the top of Princes conceits, that 
they build their external felicity upon enjoying 
their Miſtris favour ;, and lay their (ſacred ſup- 
poſed) foundation of hope , in being inrailed a 
ſervant upon the memorial of their Saints con« 
templations :; Touthful fancies very often rus gl 
randomes yet being once in the field of love, 
vanquiſhed by the f a. wi of ſome excelin 

beauty , they ſo render themſelves captives tat 
( Circes ) inchantments of partial complexons, 


ihat they will not onely ingage their ha 


for the obtaining of their hearts deſere;, but;alſo 
pawn their lives, yea fidelities , forthe.eft: 

 bliſhing of their breaſts contentation; 6s hy tbe 
ſequel of this enſuing Hiſtory ſball moſt. mani» 


feftly appeare. .THE 


BE. - FLOWER. 
O 
| PADE LL IFY: 


© rg N the thrice renowned Iſland of Cy- 
-=x> cilia, (which being ſituated in the 
Center of the Mediteranean fea, 
1s moſt gallantly embeliſhed with 
the Treature of Ceres and Flora)be- 
fore ever the inhumane pride of ty= 
rannizing Spain dominecred in theſe Quarters; 
oh ſometimes reigned a vertuous and valoroug 
Ji med Druyno, whoſe 8kill in Martial exploits, 
ihd knowledge in induſtrious Sciences did no lefſe 
daunt the courage of his profeſſed enemies abroad, 
chan with content ſarisfie the expeHation of his 
 foyal Subje&s at home. Who having liveda long 
| dime with his beautitu!l Pucen(and wite) Gratiana, 
- withour Iflne, being daughter to Polydor King of 
Rather, had art laſt in bis old declining age, when 
eafon would have induc'd men to believe that his 
hoary whice hairs (as the Avant Coureurs of. The= 
ths Y berokened a ſpeedy dearh , A very gallang 
| .youtigSon; to theno lirtle applauſe of hi aged 
*tchet; and no lefle rejoycing of his Cmore than) 
joyful jets; who in-ellificacion of their young 
 Ptincehis Nariviry, ſo famprucuſly folemuized his, 
: 4 in 'B BT Birth ; 


. 
. 
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2 THE FLOWER 


Birth with Heroical triumphs, that all forein travel- 
I; rs bein; ſpeRacors of their volunrary Bountiful 
n:8, might condignly co »j. turethem ({ mean the 
gcieraiity of truc-hcarced Cicilians)to be exattly ra- 


vihcd 1n an extalie of celeſtial concentation, Which 


Princely B:be being baptiſed wich ſuch pompous 

n-agnihcent) itolemnicy, as was correſpondent to 
his N--ble extraction, was in fine by the King his 
Father (with the conſent of his honorabl- Parents) 
named Thalmens. Who being nurſt with care, and 
diſciplinated by the moſt expert Martia ilts of Eg- 
rop4 ; Ac the ape of (ven years, had fo well profited 
22 che (couragi:-u8)$chool of BeGona, that the Phy (> 
nomy of his face,as true Almanacks of future Qua- 
kicics, did perfectly prognofticate that his Princely 
ſelf would at the age of resfon undoubr:d!y merie 
co de rriumphantly crown-d wich the ſuperlative 
Laure) garland of Olimpian dig'ih d fame. Beautis 
fil he was ef complexion; more cu: joully refems 
bling Adnis than Paris: Courteous he was of de 

canour; for his benignity ſurpaſſed the affabilicy 
of © Al-xander : And more than exceeding diſcrees 
he was of Capacity;for that from his ſupereloquenr 
Tangue flew the very inchantirg Phraſes of admi- 
red Demoſthenes. So that as Nature had ſurpaſſed 
ncr (intricate) $kill, in framing him outwardly 


moſt excellent; - Art likewiſe had beſtowed' her 


- + © Ab, 


chick ft curioſity in b:d-cking thcTemple of his Ce-. | 


rebroficy with the prime of ingenious induftry. Pe+: 
tas, ifſhehad heard his report, would have paied: 
ONIBEs 


his perfe&ion : Fane, If the had ſeen his Per 


ſhould have forſaken hec Fipiter : and che Syrenes 
them- 


( 

( 
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themſelves, if they had fetrled their ſights upon the 


ſoy] of his Phyſnomie, ' would have wirhdrawn 
their melody from fearful Uliſes, and tun'd the har- 
mony of their Voyces to inveſt onely Thalmeng their 
Favourite; who in the bloomy (pring-time of his 


tender Javenility demonſtrated ſo many vertuous 


Apparitions of his Princely rowardneſſe,that King 
Druyno his Father rendred many miilions of thanks 
to ſacred Fehwab for giving him ſo ſweet a Sonne 
and his joyful Cicilians yielded devout gratulations 
to Goddeflc Fortunesfor affording them fo gallant 


an Heir to their flouriſhing Empire. Which Hero- 


——_— CS s a FS 


] termination;that hap life or death Thalmeno reſol- 


ical young Prince being the very Map of Modeſty , 
the Patron of Picty, and theFlower of Audacious 
Magnanimity;z had no ſooner made the Horologe 
of Time ſound the year fifteenth of his age, but has 
ying from his cradlc his toftica.ed conceics fixt ups 
on renowned Travel, did ux on the Rock ofhis va« 
locous Reſolutions fo ccnftantly determine to 
try what the event of his Princely fortunes might 
be,that yourhful (yet Majeſtical)defires, fill kind- 
ling within the embers of his heroical affc&ion, did 
at laft ſo flame to the abſolute fire of a deſperate De 


and in reſolving vowed to paſſe the blafts 


3 red, 
of. Boreas and ftreams of Neptune; the better to a- 


the ſtorehoule ofhis conceits, with the ftrange 


| Accidental fights of ſome foreign Novelties. Bue 


| berc a main battel of incumbrances began to pitch 


| Mnaginations : For firſt confideri 


« million ofDoubes in the inſpiring Cell of his 1- 

| "ſs that to depare 
ſors Gorge, were to bereave his Father of his onely 
s Comtory 


ea EN 


THE FLOWER 

Comfort, and 'to forſake Cici/ia were to withdraw 

bis flaffe of Conſolation; ( The which precedent 

oeules confidering) he again feſolved toentomb 
is military Reſolution jn the evaporating daft of 

Oblivion : fo that ſmothering up the ſubmiſſive 


Motives of Obedience in the concavity of Self-will; 


wich dignified Spur of honour; he Jaftly reſolved, 
that maugre the effects of Fortune, or the treachery 
of Time, very ſoon to depart. Bur this his private 
ſecrecy was not fo furcly cenceal'd in filence, 
buc the news thercof arrived ( ro the Harbour of 
bis coufzn Palmas ynderftanding, being onely Sonne 
ro. Blitbgora King of Egypt , who having his capa- 
Gatytickled withthe exquiſite Erymology thereof, 
could reap no perfc}.ceſt of bis difturd'd Contem- 
plation, untill he had engaged himfels a Partici- 
pores of his Couſins adventurous rome bp. 
hercupon finding Thalmeno in the 


” 


which Zephyr-novclty Thalmeno no ſooner under- 
800d,bur being in copceir with celeftiall Applauſe 
raviſhed, in that he found fo Princely compart- 
ner of his ſfururc fortunes, he to the purity" of af- 
fe&ionate intreaty moſi ſoon condefcended*? So 
that each taking a Page, with ſuch commodiony 


neceffarics as Was bebcting their Voyage, the very © 
cloſely in a nizht -(when the Moon bein .Over- | 


ſhadowed with obſcure Clouds, ſeemed to contle- 


(ccnd to their celphucions) moſ} ſecretly da 'M 


direftingehcir courſe to Trapani one of 'the cM 


and pricking forward the ſuperbity of his ſenſes 


rboury de- | 
ſolare, he very familiarly begav to diſcover him - - 
the Phyſnowy of his audacious reſolution : The © © 


hy 4d "2$64,.5-4. dat. 
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' Ports In Cicilia ; where finding ar Argazil ready to 


OF FIDELITY. 


ſet ſail,bound for the Countrey of Arabia they in- 
antly (with rejoycing contemplations, Del: g 
glad that Dame Fortune had ſo fuon provid:d;hem 
ſpeedy pafſages, without making the King, Court, 
or Commons acquainted wich their pretence), imr 
barqu:d themfclves. Who after finding theſe. 
ewo tender Princes abſent;whar forrow!ul mourn-> 
in:s, melancholly aggravations and diſtempered 
dolefulnefſe was in ail places, but eſpeciajly in the 
Palace-Refident, I referre to the diſcreet Readers 


' Impartiall cenſure. And in reſpe& that our Hiſtory 


dependeth not on their BcwaUings, bur on the 
adventurous Pprocecdings of our Bloomy young 
Princes; I will for a while le:ve their ſorrows to 
be comforted by the Dri&amium ot patience : And 
return again to the azared Common-weaith- of 


'; Neptune,whereon thefe our Princely Parogons were 


fortunately ſailing; who tracing upon the Deck, 
not onely reaped exquiſite appiauſe, ro fee the 


' > Arnatho furiouſly cut through the ſurges of the 


| Seas, but alſo enjoycs the Preropative of deleQtable 
exhilaration in be 

* blow the Swanlike Sails from the ſuperbious Maſt; 
- Which fo long I:ftced, that in time they were for- 
' tunately come within kenne of their defired Port; 
/ Whereat the whole company, but eſpeciaily our 


holding the Zephyr-G-le fairly 


ewo young Princes rejoycing, they forthwith ge- 
erally rendred many millions of zealous gratu- 
ations to Divine Fove, in that ſo favourably he had 


} bleft them with wiſhed for ſuccefle : who ſeeing 
{ their Argeſill at an Anchor, 


and baving inveſted, 
B ” | VS-T6 them-, 
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6 THE FLOWER 
themſclves with freſh Habiliments, did thereupon 


fortiwi:h entreat the Mafter ro ſer them aſhore, 


which immediately was accompliſhed : At whoſe 
triumphant deparcure,the heroical Mariners let flye 
ſuch a thaundering peal of Ordnance, that the Re- 
pC*t thereof rebounding from the concavity oi the 
Clitty Shores, not onely made theſe our valo« 
Tous Martialifts tremble, but alſo terrified Bellong 


ol 


her ſelf b:ing refident ) in che citadel of ber cele- _ 


flial Monarchy, but the brumy ſmoak thereof be- 
ing evaporated with rhe freſhnefle of the furious: 
wind, our Princely Gallants inftanily attained the 
Shores, and royally rewarded the Boartſens gang 
they betook themſelves to the commencing of their 
deſperate adventures, where through rhe African 
Defſarcs th:y ſolitarily fo long travelled, that at 
laft bring deftiture of viſuals, and not finding 
Wherewith to content nature ( in reſpe& theſe 
parts were un-inhabited) they paſſionately tracing 
theſe unknown Groves, very grievoully began 
eo exclaim upon the inhumane diſaſter of their 
miſerable calamities ; but ja vain, for they ſaw no 
food ro repleniſh their hungry appetites, un- 
leffe to have brutiſhly fed npon unknown roots; 


which exaftly they difdaincd, hoping ere long ro 


harbour themſelves in ſome homely Cottage, 
where with cuſtical Cates they might appeaſe their 
gormandifing hunger : Upon the foundation of 
which hope, advancing their pace, they at Jaſt came 
to the defcent of a deep Valley, wherewith a faint 
courage very penlively walking, they throu 


thicket of ay anciont Forreſt might cſpic theArchi- 
| teQture 


h the 


| 
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OF FIDELITY. 7 
refure of ſome' d:meftice] Manſion, which to 
their ſorrowtul contemplitions, proaucing Uun- 
expetted encouragement, they arming them{e]ves 
wi. h andacity, thereu':to direfted their courte; 
wherc being : 0 the outer gate arrived, they beheld 
a famous Czftic of {umprucus edifice, Fur ſolis 
tarily liruated inthe Center of the atorcfaid For- 
rcft, that the wind pliercivg moſt dlulctully through 
the branches of the lofty Cedarr, made ſuch s 
muurnful mu: mur of diſconſolate wetody , thar 
the doletulnifſe thereof drave our two youns 
Princes into a very ciſt-ſtcjul conceir of effeminate 
deſpair: but at lift hunzer conflcraining them, 
they reſolved to enter where opening the outer- 
gate, thcy paſt the fit Cont without efpying 
any; andentering the ſecond they behe!d 2 detict- 
ous Court m<oft jagentauſly paved with tliuftri- 
ous Marble, which very ſtately was ctrcumferep. - 
with a ſumptuous arch'd Gallery, pt 
up by pillars of brigh: ſhining Al.befter; ”—_— 
which by chance reflefing their cy:s , they forth- 
with ſaw a [wect amiable Lady, which under the 
umbrage of a Fip-rree fate recreating her fcnſes 
Witch the dulcid {ound of a dcle&-ble Luce , and 
thereunto contrafting her Angelical voyce, ſhe 


harmoniouſly breathed out this forcowtul Son- 
net. 


Hy mournſul breaf! into the duskie ayre 

Send forth fad fighs, true wiineſſe of thy plain; 
Band pearled tears inic Jove” i «cred Spheare, 

And ſbew bew with Loves ſorrows thou dof feint. 


B 4 Un- 


THE FLOWER 
Inyail the curtains of thy miſery 
Before the Throne of great Jchovah's fight, 


| That contemplating on thy Tragedy, 


He may ſend javour on thy fide to fight ; 


Poft therefsre tears to Juno's Diety, 
Relate thy rage, diſplay thy Paſſions fire : 
Sincerely crave of her bright Sanity, 
The comble of thy mournfull hearts deſire. 


Fly thobbang fighs unto Dame fortunes throne, 
And thunder forth the taint of thy diſtreſſe : 
Unmask the Subjef of thy direſull moan, 
And of her ( Janus power implore redreſſe. 


And beth like twins of Dame Latona fair, 
Through Thetis ſail unto the Paphian Iſle - 

Solicite Venus end young Cupid rare, | 
That now diſcordant fate they will exile, 


And ſafely ſend Prince Mzdor to thy ſight, 
I hoſe Phyſnomy with chaſte applauds my ſoul 
Hath vow'd eternally for to anite, 
And charatier in Adamantine ro I. 


The which as ſoon as ſhe had ended, repeating 
again and again! the name of Meder, one might 
' apparently perceive many pearled tears diftil down 
the (ſacred) ſoyl of her Vermilion cheeks, as alſo 
manifctly hear many ſecret fighes, which her per- 
plexed 


- 
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plexed heart ſent forth, as c<ftimonials of her tor- 
mented paſſions : and therewithall litting Up her 
eyes towards the ſeat of her ccleſtiall Maker (az be- 
ing overcome with too many in tupportable ſor- 
rows) ſhe inftantly ſhrinking to rhe ground, fell 
into a dangerous trance. The which Tragicall ſpe- 
Qacle our two young Princes perceiving » VETF 
| ſoon advancing their pace, Rept to her aſſiſtance 
And elevating her from the Flowrie-bank, where- 
on ſhe was fallen, they uſed tuch, or at leaſt the 
beſt preſervativ@means for her recovery, as their 
unskilfull ſthough willing) induftry could afford 
them: So that in time (by good fortune) ſhe a- 
gain recovered; And remembering her {elf (or at 
leaft thinking to remember her {elf) and ſeeing theſe 
ewo ſtrangers before her, ſhe very di{dainfuylly (ha- 
ving anger ſeated in the furrows o: her Brow(utter- 


ed theſe or the like words tollowing, - 
her mmar ſo the Phy ſmomy of your favor 
\_T and proſpe& of your perſonages, invites me to 
rerm you) if you knew how divively quiet I en- 
dured the enjoyance of this dangerous {wound (or 
rather deadly ſlumber) whereinto 1 was fallen, I 
abſolutely know (or at leaſt audacjouſly conje- 
Cture) that in c<quity and reaſon you would have 
refrained from difturbing me of my reſt, and alfo 
permicred me to reap the tenuity of my confolati- 
on : But fince things paſt cannot be recall'd, be- 
cauſe accidents once produced, do ſoon fly far, 
having Times wings; I will, on condition you 


ſpeedily 


R 


—— p 


at. On 


TO | THE FLOW 


ſpeedily depart my Caftle, for chis your firſt of- 
ferice give you amabſolate pardon. I have here 
wholly betaken my felf ro ſorcowtfulnefſe, and 
have long ſince deyored my zeal to the ſhrine of diſ- 
conſolation, my d:fire is neither to fee nor be 
ſcen, bur rarherto lead the Pilgrimage of my life 


from the ſight of any: This ſolitary place | have 


ete&ed for my Purgatory ; And here, unle{ſ- death 
prevent my premeditations I reſolve to abide 
rhe return of a moſt dear Friend of mine, which 
inconftaint Fortune this fourty® Moneths hath 
detainedrfrom me. | inheart hace the fight of any, 
«nd for his fake Joath the protpe& of all. 
Therefore at the requeſt of a ſo:rowtul Lady, (or 


ifever a tormented Damſel,may gain acceptance at 


the Bar of your Diſcrecion ) 1 beleech you dclay 
not to depart, that according ro my accuſtomed 
manner'l may fincerely upon the Altar of his ab- 
ſence, devourly ſacrifice my atfe&ionate figh-s; In 
coken, that till death in the Garden of my Maiden 
Amity, the reſemblance of his {#1f, and Idea of his 
perſe&tions, ſhall (to my everlaſting comfort and 
foals contentation Jimmortally flouriſh. 


\ The Princes having very Iowly ſaluted this 
lovely Lady, and with attentive ears liftned to the 
effe& of her ſpeeches, They both began orar leaſt 


aigue reply. 


ro 


Tbelmeno for both, inſtantly to frame her this be- 


Ight yercuous Lady! (for fo your inward qua- ] 
lities and extcrior perfc&ions demonſtrate you | 


3 
» "0" we 
"AC ern tO... ns ar. > : 


KA - o 
ws 
Ab, ere ei 


Of FIDELITY. _ 
robe) if our ſudden arrivail hath prejudiced your 
ſorrowful deyorions,or decained you from exccus. 
ting ſome ſervice due to your Fiiendz by ſo much 
the more we are thereof exceedingly diſcons 
rented. But ſince the parity of our pretence may 
plead for the excuſe of our audacity, and the inno- 
cency of our reſolutio1s crave remiſſion for our 
boldneſſe;, we doubt not, bur having heard the Hi- 
ſtory of proceedings, yon will in equity afford us: 
a benigne pardon: For knew tair Lady, that we 
are both Princes; thr one heir apparant' to the 
Crown of Egypt, and ;he other ro the Diadent of 
Cicilia; Our Names Palma and Thalmeno: who in 
the prime of our bloomy minority, before the 
conſideration of future fortune was eftabliſhed in 
the Zenith of our capacicics, vie refolved to travel, 
and fo ſecretly imbarquing our ic<lves (withoure 
caking leave of our Parents) we of late arvived in 
the next brdering Harbour ; {ice which time, as 
(faithlefſe ) Fortune would, (Eitrconr being our 
guide) we ftrayed into aan unknown Defart, where 
theſe three dayes we have moſt dangerouſly rravel- 
led, withour finding ſuſtenance to relieve our hun- 
gry ſtomacks; So that at Lift ranging theſe ſoli- 
tary Forreſts, we forcunatcly arrived to the view 

of this your Caſtle : Our pretence, fair Lady,is not 

to incur your indignation, but onely to entreat 
you to relieve us with ſome benignedemonfiratis 
ons of courteſie; thart in giving Nature her due,we 
may ayoid the tyrannizing dint of Death, which 
moft inhumanely doth now begin to domineer over 
us ; which if you effe&; as vertuous reafon cannor 
h well 
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well "deny we ſhall continually remain ferrants 
both to your Bounty and Beauty; and till the pe- 
riod of death, hold the term of our lives as a- 
gain re- bought by your Majcfticall Merits, and 
Iixewiſe depart when ir ſhall pleaſe you ro com- 
mand us. 


- TheLady ponderingupon theſe piriful ſpeeches, 
very ſoon in her breaſt conceived a motion of re- 
lentation,whick flaming in the embers of her zca- 
lous imaginations,very ſecretly commanded her to 
entertain chem with all agreeable cucioſity: ſo that 
raking them kindly by the hand, ſhe moſt debonatr- 
ly condufted them to a very ſumptuous Dining- 
chamber, where cauſing her waiting Virgins t6 at- 
tend, and furniſhthe Table with ſuch ſtore of rich 
poverty as her ſolitary Cell could afford, They 
orderly without the vanity of prolixious ce- 
remonies fell hungerly ro their meat; till repaſt 
being done, the Princes ſatisfied, and the Tabk x 
caken up, Thalmeno ſtill burning with deſire to 
know the effeftuall ceule of this Ladies deſolate re- 
eicement,cvpaporating baſhfulneffe, and arming his 
eapacicy wich courage, he very boldly (yet with a 
Princely grace) continued his familiar Oration a8 
followerk : 


MZ beauriful Damſcl!if che reperirion of your 
LY IK misfortunes renew not your grief, or the di- 
(play of your ſorrows. increaſe not your diſcon- 
Colations,l would (if I might crave fo much grace 


. 
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at your Lilly hands )  entreat you to relace why ; 
$33% Q@ 


' rience Iam taught to ſee,that all are ſubjeCt to fate, 
+ and. none exempt from adverſity ? for affoon the 


| ons, and raze out your ſorrows, that the reſi- 


| dence of apgravation may not. overtop ns we $ 


3 thereof will refreſhthe birth of my accuſtomed' dif- 
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ſo ſadly you make 'this Deſart your domeftical 
Manſion. And the occaſion why fo often with vo 
lies of fighes you repeat the name of Medor. Me ' 
thinks your Brautifull face, Slender perſonage, Ma- 
jeſtical comportment, and vertuous perfetions, 
ſhould rather befir a Monarchs Conre than'a ru- 
ral Countrey, and a. Princes bed than aPilgrims 
Cottage. But whether wade 1 fo far, ſince by expe- 


Prince as the Peaſant, the Madame as the Milk- 
maid, are (or at lcaſt may be) croſt wich the darr 
of Cupid, the fling of ſorrow, or the Tyranny of 
misforrunc; Therefore fair Lady, if any of theſe 
diftaſtful accidents have bcfaln you, with the (So- 
veraign) ſalve of patience ſo mollife your paſſi- 


of your flouriſhing Juvenility, and ſo T 
bring your beauriful ſelfto the (untimely) enjoy» 
ance of a deſperate Martyrdome. 


The Lady perceiving Prince Thalmeno had now 
ended his ſpeech ; For anſwer thereunto replyed 
kim as followeth, 

.[/ Now, ,vertuous Prince, that I have Io 

nce loved a Noble Cavalier, the abſence © 
whom hath willingly conftrained me to live thus 
ſalicarily. Name him I will not, becauſe the 'morive 


conſolation : yet in reſpe& you ſhall not condemn 
me 


| = | 
me of perverſe ingrateful coyneſſe, I will (if you 
pleaſe to attend my arrival) 549: me to myCloſet, 
and there confirain my crcmbling Pen co indite 
the ſecrets of his Miftiis ſorrows, and in effe& to 
diſcover the fole Hiſtory of my as yet tragical 
misfortunes. 


Our two young Princes -* 65g of this benigne * 
courtelie, accepted of her proffer; and ſo having fa- 
miliarly ſaluted each o: her,the Lady inflantly with 
« tormented Complexion deparecd. | 
But by that time a future hour was ſpent, and 
iwitcly conſtrained to follow his forepsft prede- 
ceſſors; Lo , immediately the Lady deſcended the 
Kiirs, and ſo preſenting her ſelf to their views, de- 
livercd them this ſhorr ſpeech following. 
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A 4 Oft renowned Princes! To factisfie your ear- 
[neſt demands, here take this ſcroll, wherein 
though rudely, yer fincerely I have demonſtrated 
the cau'e of my retiring hither, and penn'd down 
the ſorrows which in heart I do (more than ſor- 
rowfully ) endure. My preſent wea!th is ſuch, ag 1 
cannot afford you many gifts; yet as a Teftimo- 
nial of my zealous afteaion towards you, here 
rake theſe Viuals and ſmall ſummes of moniey, t6 
repleat your neceſſities, when any future occafian 
| ſhall preſent. What you find fault with in rhjs 
Lil Caſtle, 1 pray forget wich favour,or in mel befeeth 
mal | you remit with partialicy : in recompence where- 
' of, { will facrificemy devour prayers for the efta- 


bliſhipg of your proſpericy,v& beſcech th Alwighty | 
| <& 
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eo fend you a moſt forrnnate and fafe Return. In 
hope whercof, betaking you to your journey, and 
my ſclt to my accuſtomed Cell of diſconſolations, 
1 | ImoRdolciully inall Honour take my forrowtful 


C onge: 


= Thelmenoand Parma receiving' the Scroll, wich 
weeping tears Ki her mournful cheeks; And fo 
rendring her many millions of thanks for their 
- unmerited courteous entertainment, moft ſorrow- 
. fully deparced,dire&ing their courſe toa very high 
/ Mountain: Whoſe rop having attained, and burn- 
! Ing with defire to peruſe the Scroll, they at laſt 
caſting them(c]ves on a green Bank, «mbclithed 
wich the efſence of many diapred Flowers, under 
the covert of a ftately Pine-irec, whoſe branches 
. were likewiſe apparclled with a ſummers vefture; 
taking the Paper in their band, found this or the 
like therein contained, 
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A Dmired Princes! (as well for your vertuout 
| qualities, as heroical conditions) being thar 
# in courtefie you have requeſted my abrupt Muſe: to 
j relate you the cauſe of rhis my deſolate reticement; 
? Know(valorous Martialifts) that 1 am Florine, the 
} onely daughter of Agener King of Numidia;who at- 
| taining to whe perfe age wherein Nature-ſcems te 
| 
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trlumphin the deleQtable pleaſure of Nuptial cere- 
monies, -] was ſought for in marriage by divers 
| } Princes bothof Africaand Europe; whereof as the 
| 2 King my Father affe&ed ſome for their privatc 


wealth, ſo others I hated for their publick enor- 
7 Mijties; 
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mities; in ſuch fort, that tobe plain I could nor 
eſteem of any wich whom I was contented to finifh 
che limits of this my terreftriall pilgrimape: by ver- . 
cue whereof, 1 ſome two years remained without 
either fixing mine cyes upon the influence of Love, 
or ever devoting my breaft to the ſhrine of affe- 
Qion. Burt at laſt Cupid ftorming at my Liberty,and 
Fenuc her {elf at wy fingle eſtate, (acknowledging 
that there was no lite but Love, nor no paradiſe 
bur the pleaſures of Marriage) they ſo bent their ' 
inve&ive ambition againſt my innocency; that at 
laft by the means of Fortune, which had likewiſe in- 
truded her ſelf in the union of their ſympathy , 
they unexpeRedly to my Fathers Court ſent a ſweet 
young Prince named Medor, being ſon and beire * 
to Orlando King of Biafaraz which Prince being pe- 
nerrated with the repor: of my Perſonage, came of 
purpoſe to Numidia to proteſt him my Servant : 
Upon the foyl of whoſe beautifull Complexion I 
no ſooner fettled the influence of my Regards, but _ 
1 immediatcly fcle the flames of fancy ſparckle | 
within the concavity of my tormented breaſt. On 
the- other fide, Prince Medor ſo often frequented 
my company,that at laſt (if his Proteſtations were 
unfained) he repoſed his blifſe in my ——— 
reaped his chieteſt pleaſure in enjoying my (defired) 
preſence : So that trat of xime did (by reaſon of |! 
many amourous Glances) ſo ficmly unice our ak. 
feAXions with the twiſt of combined Rarificarion, 
chat in few daycs.I became miſtris of his tboughrs, 
and he: maſter of my imaginations Bur now de» | 
(pighcfall Deſtiny reſolving tg EY our | 
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(weet Nefar into bitter Aconitum ; brgan to diſplay 

arc of his irfidclicy : For the news ot this our late 
Cthatey brivg bruited throughout the Court, 
did in finc arrive to the King my Fathers under- 
Aanding; who ſturming at this unexpeRted event, 
( becaulſe'he bore a ſecret malice to Orland? Prince 
Medors Father ,) reſolved not only to nip the blot- 
ſoms of this cur tender Aﬀc@&ionsin'the April of 
their minoricy , butalſo wo blift the Buds of our 
Love in the ſpringtime oi their juvenility : In res 
ſpe& whereof, ſending for Prince Meder before his 
Royal perſonage, heatter having imbathed his ca- 
pacity in the Achero! ot indignation, ſo checkt hint 
up with thundring threats, and t:cowned at him 
with inveCtive ſpeeches, that in fine, albcirt Prince 
Mcdor began with a pithy Ocation to plead forhim- 
ſelf, andin his defen: eto defcant upon his untnert- 
ted dilcuurtefie ; He not onely command: d him 
to ftilence, buralſo charged him to deparr the 


' Terricories of his Kingdome. Ah infortunare 
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ſentence for ſo ſwe-t » Prince ! And therefore 
infortunate, becauſe buing conſtrained to depart, 
he letc me deſolate in the, diſt.ſicfull ſurges of per- 
plexity ! Bur again, after the King my father 
had bercav.d me of this my Princely Paramour , 
within the influence of whoſe perſonage | repg< 
ed my deleQtable contentation)being nor any thing 
appeaſed with this his inhumane accident, but fill 
ſeverely determining to inveſt me with the recogni- 
ſance of his wrath, He ſo cruelly intreated me,& fo 


4 unnaturally reftrained my liberty, that I could not 
{ one minute reap repoſe " my Imaginaiions, bur 
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continually lived in moſt tortr.ented calamity; in 
reſpet whereof ſacrificing my Oriſons upon the 
Altar of Piince Medors abſence, and devolving my 
contemplations to the beautifull Idea of his excel- 
lencies, accounting Courtly joy«s vain glorious | 
rrifles, anda P:incely life a fplendent miſery; in 2 1 
Cymmerian night, which ſeemed to allow of my 
reſolutions, departed the Court, and betook my 
ſ:1:ro the eftabliſhing of ſo ſorrowſul life. Soat laſt 
Forrune reſolving to aſſiſt mein my miſery, very 
hapyily made me retire hither ; walch ſolitary Ca- 
file doth fo correſpond with my mournful conceirs, 
that for the ardent love which I bear Prince Meder, 
I firm.y re{olvecither here to attend his (expeRed) 
arrival, or eiſc 10 finiſh my dayes in manifeftation 
of my Fidelity. Thereforc (ſweet Princes) attri- 
butc my diſobedience to my Parents a f.vourable 
cenſure; and reſolve that what my Pen preſcii- 
bech, my capacity ſhall perform; that is, immor- 
tally to remain faithful ro Medor, or everlaſting: y 
unfricndly tomy (elf. 

Which ſcroll they had no ſooner peruſed, but pi» $ 
tying the ct+te of the miſcrable D-m(el, they in- | 
flantly vowed to range che confines of Africa in re- | 
ſearching Prince Mer, thet by their friendly dili» | 
gence Florina might injv2y her breafts chieteſt ſolace - 
and her ſouls dele&2ble contentation : By verrngd 
of which infuſed refolntion elevating themſelyes 


from the fragrant grafſe, they at laſt with delicis Ty 


ous familiar Amity , and dele&able friendly ap- 


Plauſe pr vſecuted their Journey, in ſuch pleafant 5, 


ſort, that Phabus gracing the Cin&ure of the day {© 
| with } 


' With his radiant complexion, they traverſing ma- 
' ny lofry Mountains, and pleaſant Penean Vallies, 
at laſt towards the approach of drowfic Veſper arri- 
| ved to afilver Fount ore-vail'd with the Canopie of 
! a ſprowting, Cypres, who frizling his curled locks, 
”rook this Chryſtal ſpring to be his refk&ive mir- 
{rour, whereon( with Narcyſſw)deliphting to gaze, 
: hecontinually tximmed himſcltin his verdant jo- 
| lity : many Angelical Nymphs they Jikewiſe ſaw 
circumferencing this fountain in a Dance, who 
; (relersbling Daphne) had their ſplendent faire 
| dallyirig with the NeCtar-breath of amiable Zepht- 
'rws, being all apparcYd in Crimſon Robes imbro- 
{dered wich Lillics and Couſlips ; who no ſooner 
:{aw our two Cavaliers approaching, but thinking 
{that the Stepheards and Satyres had ſent them as 
ſpies, thereby tointrap them in ſome treacherous 
jAmbuſcado, they forthwith (as having Pega/iare 
? wings) flew through the Thickets, with tar {wit- 
ter pace than ever did Atalanta when ſhe ran with 
# Hippomanes : Qur Princes ſeeing this Amourous 
#Troop fled, were exceeding ſorrowful that their 
zarrival hindered their paftimes;- ſo that hailing 
3them with a ſhrill Holaw, and perceiving none re- 
yrurned, they inſtantly fate them down upon the 
3Dizpred brim of the fountain z; where accumula- 
ng many Noſegayes of Dafadilies and prime 
jowers, they dipping them in' the Orient water, 
therewith beſpinkled their faces to refreſh cheir 
Iſpicics; ſo long till refle&ing their lizhe upon the 
,excellency of the neighbouring Paſture, they ar laſt 


z<ſpied a verdane Tent, on whoſe lofty Turres a 
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fmow- white Enfigne deliciouſly flouriſhed in the 
Aire; wherest admiring, becauſe they could nor 
conjecture what this delightful vbje& betokened, 
(as alſo to the end they might ſatisfie their ardent 
contcmplations) they bath very joyfully direfted 
their courſe thicher; which no ſooner they ap- | 
proached, bur they perceived it to be an Fglan- 
tine Bower : B:ſpread (here and there) with Colom- 
bine aged Damas;- Roſes, ſo that burning with defire 
{from point to point to ſurvey it) they at laft au» 
daciouſly entered; where a ſnow-white Beagle being 
(with Argus eyes) awake, ſaluted them with his 
hill (diicordani) barking, wherewith as a vigi- 
lane ſervant arowfing ( a Nymph) his Miftrefſe 
from ſleep, the altogether at this unexpeRed Alarm 
began to tear through the Bower. | 
But Yeni and Diana having metamorphoſed | 
their (torepaſt) malice to a future Sympathy, ſo © 
ordined,that her Amber !'ocks ſhould be intangled * 
in the Eglantine Bryars; whereat our Princes ſetting ©, 
hold of her looſe Garments, did,dcſpight her force, [ 
compell her to ftay : but the Nymph thinking them | 
to be Apollo and Jove, who had deſcended from * 
Heaven to raviſh her Maidcnhood on earch, bitter» : 
ly crycd out, and grievoully tore the Treffcs of her 
hair ia a rage; the which our Princes perceiving, 
with fair cxbortive ſpeeches began to appeaſe her 3 
aggravation, requeſting her onely to condu@ chrth JC 
ro ſome adjoyning Cortage, where for that night. 
they mighc affuredly r«K in ſome peaceful-tran» ' 
quility : whereat this jolly Nymph clevating her 'Fp 
ſelf from the earth, and gratifying them with Ft 
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t many milions of thanks, bedecking her Lily Conn- 
>» , tenance wich a cherry complcxion , ( as askillfull 
t |; Pilot) very joyfully condufted chem through the 
d | Woods and Forrefts, where many Troopes of 
- * (Lightfoot) Satyrs ran on before as triumphant 
I | Herau)ds ro proclaime them paſſage,ſo long will ra- 
+  diant Tytan flying the Zenith of our Horizon to a- 
© Iight the obſcure Antipodes , ſhe at 1ſt brought us 
»- _toa ſumptuous Palace, whoſe Pyramids and T ow- 
g ers ſaperbioully preſumed to elevate their tops in 
8 , the ( facred ) $kies 3 the glorious fight whereof 
-  ( repleating their ſenſes with aſtoniſhment ) made 
ſe them conjefture ic to be that admired Palace of re- 
n {nowned Felicia ( ſo much dignified by the Pens of 
'civil and prophane Poets)for the Wals thereof were 
fofcleer gliſt:ring Alabaſter , the gates of pure Chry- 
*ftal, the pavement of black Jet intermix'd with azu- 
'red Mirble , the Battlements of refined Gold, the 
*Arches of ſtately Porphyre, the windowes of tran{- 
Hlucent Diamonds beſet with Carbuncles and Sa- 
\phires, and the roofof Vermilion Coral , wrought 
Checkerwiſc with orient gards of Silver:what ſhall 
lay ? The interiour lineaments owed nothing in 
orreſpondence to the outward Edifice; for the 
Fortals and Galleries were of fnow-white Ivory, 
Fhe Bcdfteds of clarent Amber , the Coverlids and 
{Curtains of green Damask imboſſcd with Emeralds 
and Chryſolites, and the Tapeſtry of Crimſon-Vecl- 
wet imbrodered with Amethyſts and Pearle. In the 
Tpectous Courts and delicious Bowers ( which Flo- 
Ft had adorned with the Treaſure ofher painted 
|; _— ) were lik:wiſe many curious (conceited } 
| - SG fqun . 
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fountains, ſome thither conveyed by the inſtin& 
of Nature, and otherſome they ereted by the Inge- | 
ny of Art)There might you have ſeen Piana errais'd © 
aloft upon a ſumpruous Pillar, wich a Bow in - 
one hand, anda Banner (wherein was charaGered . 
Chaſtity ) in the ether, from whoſe Alabafter, Paps © 
the water ſwectly diſtilling, was by ber Nymphs in 
Chr yall Vaſcs rectived, and fo artificially convey- 

ed to the Fountains centre;and alſo another, where 

Palls, Minzrova'and Juno, do . from their breaſts 

rain Veines of water upon the beautiful faces of | 
Daphne ' and Phylomela; the which encring, their | 
coral lips, doth diftill to the concavity'of their 
Chryſtaline Paps; from whence with a ftern coun- ! 
tenance,they furiouſly ſprout it in the eys of inhu- ; 
mane Jupiter and luſtful Teraus;; alſo upon the bore / 
ders of theſe fountains are growing, many fruitful; 
Fig-tres, whereon artificially canpe divers harmo- 
pious Birds, whoſe heavenly muſick according 
with the waters murmure, doch yield forth many 
raviſhing Tunes of Angelical melody : ſo that there # 
wanted no bravery to make this ſumpuaus Palace 
a terreſtrial Paradice;' Ic was. impaled with loftys 
Woods, fenced D:aw-bridges, and. impregnable 
Bulwarks, az alſo circumferenced with a dainty 
River, within whoſe Tempce Glcam many Ca» 
iſtrine Swans moft pleaſantly imbathed themſelves. 
So that our two Princes with. their Nymph, being 
arrived to this dignified Palice,- were forchwich/ 
met by an ancient Damſel ,' who ſeeming'/to be; 
thereof Lady,very kindly bad them welcome -. her 


habit was of a Saþle bue, having her — 
ng 
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 danglingdown her withered {ace;her beauty ſeem'd 
1& | to beniptby age; yet in the lincaments of her com» 
e- , plexion ley furrowed theanatomy of an indifferent 
; Countenance : the arches ot her ſorrowful eyes 
in / were overvail.d with a ciimſon taint; from out 
: Whoſe conduits it appeared, many briniſh rears 
| had had their ifſue, Which deſolate Lady, after 
| having had ſume conference with theſe our un- 
know! Princes, and perceiving how the zcal of 
their youthful ceſolutions were devoted to travel, 
ſhe with a fait voice delivered them their [ſpeeches - 
OQurteous Friends, (for ſuch 1 wiſh you to be) 
| fear not to enter this Palace, but adyance with 
| applauſe! for your eyes ſhall be preſented with ſuck 
| dele&able objects, as ſhall both pliaſe your 
thonghts,and ſolace your contemplations, 

Wherear ſhe abruptly brake off, and fo as faſt as 
the Poſtilions of Folw, fled to the Forreſts. Our 
Princes ſteing the ſudden departure of this ancient 
Lady, exceedingly admired what this unlookt for 
novelty mcant : Bur at laſt arming their refoluti- 
ong wich courage, as alſo ſecing the ſable night be- 
gin to orevai! the Element with obſcuricy, raking 
leave of their Nymph, they boldly entred; where 
no ſooner they had paſt, the outer gate}, but they 
were forthwith mct by two glorious Virgins, who 
ſaluting them with a ſmiling countenance, a:min 
arm moſt lovingly conduRted them to a ſube; bious 
Theatre, from whence rhey. might deliciouſly be- 
bold many amorous Ladies and gallant Cavaliers 
circumfe encing themſelycs in a dance:from whence 

after having cepleated m eyes With — 

| 4 
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dy the Ladies were condufted to a ſumptuous Bed- * 


chamber, where divers flouriſhing Knights were 
unchaftely Courting of their beauiec us Paragon, 


yea and with ſuch unſeemmly dallyance, that Veſt | 


nay Ven her ſelf could ſcarce retiain from bluſh- 


Ing at their immoderate familiarity; in ſuch ſort, 


that being glutted with the varicty of divers un« 
Chaftc proſpe@s./ which to repeat would bur vain« 
ly repleniſh the Readers capacicy with prejudicial 
contemplations) thev were at leſt by many radians 
Tapersalighted ro thcir chambers; where to paſſe 
away the tediouſnefle of the night, two la ſcivious 
Lagics were proffered to bear them company : 
Bur our young Princes ( albeit ardently rempr:d 
with carnal iochantments) having their immove=- 
able reſolutions charaRrred upon the fonndation 
of Honour (not accepting of this unexpeRed cour- 
refic) very vertuonſly crav'd their abſence; when 
thinking to repoſe themſelves, lo they were in- 
flancly again ſolliciced by two tender Virgins, who 
bringing two Ivory Luges in their hands, with their 
melodious (Orphee)) Muſick, thought to lull their 
premedications aſlep : Their bre-fts were nakedly 
unmask'd tQ the ſpcfarors ey, where one might 
apparently bchold their Alabafter Pajs ſwell ard 
link at an inftant, as being inſpired with the Luxn- 


.rious wind of unſatiabl- defire,, Immodeſt ſmiles 


they had at command; and wich the Hizna, theic 
eyes darted forth prejudicial Aſummons : Their 
outward viftments were both gay and Toofe, in all 
things ficſy correſponding with their inward 
quylicies : and their gliſtering Hair being —_— 
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; from the Trefles of Chaſtity, mo viciouſly ſported 
\ wich their Chryftal complexions, as the amiable 


Feiters of Luft ro inchant the Approachers. Ruc 
neither theic Syrene deceirful Melody , their ſweet 


7 Aconitum-glances , nor their alluring laſcivious 


» *gcftures, cou'd either ( with Circes) charm the ca- 


* 7pacity of our Princes, orelſe with Medea inchant 


their conceits to range beyond the Lifts of ( digni- 
' fied ) Modefty : but like two religious Pilgrims 
\they valorouſly fought againſt ( vicious) Concu- 
|piſcence, and ardently devoted their zeale to the 
'ſhrine of Vertue : So that not paſling for their 
{ſmiles, nor eſteeming of their temptations , = 
42udacionuſly thruſt them out their Chamber, and fo 
{ſecurely bulting the door, betook themſelves to 
$fleep. But Morphens had not long detained their 


ſpicits in delicious ſlumber , but having contraRed 


; his Influence with the inftint of Celeftial deity, 


*they were in the depth of No&urnus arowſed by a 
grievous Clamour, which ratl:d in the Palace with 


Juch athundecing noiſe, as ifthe battlemengs, nay 


oundatian thereof were ſubjeCt to a ſudden revo- 
ution;. Grievous groans were plenty, Cries were 
Loammon, and all diverted co ſuch a tempeſtuous. 
Fonfuled Cars, as if the Htlas of the world had in 
Kbe: vivacicie of his fury afſummoned che Confines 
JofEarth to the dreadful day of Judgment : where- 
zat our two young Princes, as having their obtuſe 
Venſes repleared with feare, and their heroical c 
rage daunted with timerofity , inftantly flumbled 
Jtrom-cheir beds, as if they had been tranſcended ro 
Jthe infernal concavity of obſcure Acheron ; _ 
5 
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ing that cher glafſ: of life was already. run, and. 

that inhumane Tharatos hayno'y taken his dart of 

tyranny in hand, tw fioih the p-r1od of their ter- 

reſtcial Cataſtrpbies. Bc Whites being thi In the | 

(ſuppoſed) path- way of d\firuftion, Fo'there (ſad: | ; 
q 


gl denly appeared unco chem 4 deletable Dwarf, be- 2 
leg apparcllcd 'in 'C:imſon; which to evaporate | 
WW theic timerous deſpair, 'wich an'Angels voyce pro- 
wile nounced them thelſ mak 


Wh  FlyVice, fly inns, fly Farthy wine, 

 Andwith a martiall courage feare diſplace 3 
| DetraFno time but with (2lerity,, "11M 
Come view tbe Beauty of Dame Vertues face "Ih 
Our Princes ſeeing this pretty pigmy, a apd wich | { 

adviſed deliberation pondering upon the from | 

e of his ſpeeches, cold nit 'ar fiſt _ 

gc 0 Ins their contemplations within Path [og b 

of aſtoniſhment; butt Taft more {er jouſly riunfina- * 

ging which way to elc& for the trfecuriry: they bath | 

reſolved to follow the tender guide; ; th=teby" to fi Free | 
themſelves from eperil of this Fete Reatapent 4 
upon which Mg gehd aimivg Al cou age with : 
magnanimity, . as baving. lis fee flew 
through, the HY dicefting Her fon as fe y' 
mountain, from whence, they eſpicd: wo —_ 
Palace, ro be ſuddenly {wolh 1 gp in © the earthreon-. 
cavity, and jaſuch - -dmired: EO that Ho appear» 
ante of foundation remained, bur wi tittefly raz'd 
his the, Acc ther of had never ere | reted ; 
(once). gt banctal Ecuador, Which traþſeal | 

'-pro4 
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of * 7 proſpeCtive ) accident our Princes could not ac 
r- } fr believe, but inftantly thereupon ſurmiſed that 
ne f theireyesand imaginations had been deluded wich 
1d } invafionsthe Dwarf perceiving their doubrful per- 
De- | plexitics, ran exactly from them ; when to comfort 
ate I their" paſſions, the 01d forlorn Lady which they 
'O- j firſt rber, again preſented her ſelf to their viewes, 
' and fo 'after having lowly faluted them, very 


' mournfully uttcred theſe ſpeeches. 


M: ſonnes (quoth ſhe ) my name is Vertue, 
LY LI who of my own authority have invented this 
Tragedy for your advantage. The glorious Manfi- 
on which yc have (ten deſtroyed, was the Palace of 
Foly, wherein only remained the Imps of luxurious 
Iniquity ; who pampering up luftful Cytheree, were 
alwayes perſecutors of chaſte Diana : my ſociety 
they ever diſdained, and contumeliouſly ſmorhered 
my Temple with the contagions Incenſe of Lubri- 
city; amongſt which curſed Diabolical Regiment . 
Per;ury was rife, Swearing no ftn,Pride a Pearl, Luſt 
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» # aLord, Ambitiona Saint, and Treachery a Goddefle. 
hY But now (my ſonnes) rheir immoderate Pridg is 
"> pſt, their unchafte Defires extenuared, their devils 
7 J HthOaths drowned, 'their aſpiring ambition eva- 
8: 


pora ed, their graceleſfe Treachery aboliſhed; .nayt 
and all their fuperbious ations;: with themſelyes, 
utterly deftroyed, and fiirlouſly fent ra remaln in 
the infernal dungeqn of 'everlafting perditien 5 
Therefore beware by their (unaccuſtomed,) trath+ 
gems, and ler the mirrour of their. misfortunes 
ſerve av av Inftance to Inipale you withiri, the cir> 
race 
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Cuwference of Piety. And to the end that, being * 
abſene,you may ftill ponder and premedicate upon |! 
my Exhertations,here take this Paper and obſerve } 
ſuch Divine coun{cl as I have therein preſcribed for * 
your falrations. 1 

Which having (aid, ſhe in the twinkling of an eye / 
elevated her (elf inthe air, and ſo a brumy cloud * 
arevailing her in the cin&ure of his imbracements 
ſhe immediaccly vaniſhed. 4 
Oar Pcinces aftaniſhed hereat, took up the Pa- 
per,and opcning it,found theſe Obſervations there- 
in contain-d. 
I. Buildthe fourdation of thy faith upon purity and 
piety, that thy zeal be not eclip/ed with th? contagion of ' | 
idelitry, but rather perfumed with the ſweet incenſe of 
ſincerity. | | 

'2. Let devout Prayers he a Mediatrix between thy Sa- |; 
viour ard thy ſelf; forit is the moſt aſſured ſtep to obtain 
felicity 


diſplaying them to others thou produce the prejudice 

Wine own tranquility. T 
Li + 'Flie Ambition as the poyſon of the ſenſe; and deteft 
Fiivp- c5 the Canker of thy contemplations. 

'S. 'Gexe net on Beauty, le# it ingender repentance : 
bittloath & la(civious Courtiſan as the ſcourge of iniquity. 
<©*6\* In thy Affions be faithful, left being blemiſbed with 
reprotich:thon impair thy reputation. 

: [»5,” Hnononr thy Prince as tbe anointed of Chriſt ; aud 
if veeafrorpreſent, Live and dye for thy Countrey. 
81" Deteſt: vin plorious ſuperbity, as the Aconitum of 
finite, ard abbliſh Superſtition, 'as the cloak of ungodliney. 
Oe 1/1970 


Which 


"12, Conceal thy ſecrets in the cloſet of thy breaſt : left 3 ; 


Which having read, and knowing the facred in- 
; fluence thereof tended to theeftabliſhing of their ce» 
7 leftial tranquility; they fo imprinted it in the con» 
4 cavity of their contemplations, as ir fururely 
7 ſhould ſerve for a fenced circumference to retain . 
7 chem wichin the confines ot Piety; and likewiſe 
7 for an impregn: ble Cirtadcl to defend chem from 
} the fury of ungodlinefſe: ſo as rriumphing that 


8 ': foitune (in the mirrour of experience ) had pres» 


' ſented them with fo f(:cr:d an Inftance, they re- 
/ pleating their thoughts with applauſes, and theic 
! conceits with d:1«farion, very joytfully departed. 
| But wanne Aurora (being daughter of Thetis) had 
no ſooner skipt from the bowers of Neptune, and 


|} Go (aluted the excellency of rranſplendent Phabus, 


} but our Priuces afreſh prepared themlelves ro their 
y journcy; when timely 1a the purpled Morne, as 
5 radiant Titan began to give the Bezo les manes to 
7 the verdant Mountains; the Satyres, Fawns, and 
* Nymwphes skipc through the Forrefts; and doleful 
3 Philomela (batinating her Breaſt in the aire on 
7 the ſuperbous People) warbled forth her Tragedy : 
3 they were by a ſoft bloamy wird, which cauſed the 
F verdant Leaves to caper, made acquainted with 
2 the deleQtable ſound of a raviſhing Cornet; the 
delicious ( tripled) eccho whereof, redoubling ; }. 
3 through the thicknefſe of a curled Grove there next; 
 adjoyning, gave ſuch a quavering grace to the a» 
3 foreſajd Melody, that our Princes were perforge. 
T conftrained to find out the faid (unknown) Jas 
4 ling Orpheus To the end he might for a whiles 
F recreate their diſtempered ſ{cnſcs, with the rareex- 
. qQuilite» 


quifitenefſe of his praiſe-worthy Art. And fo di- * 
refing their courtcs by their attentive Ears (which -* 
they took to be their yuid:) they at laſt arrived to / 
che beautiful proſpett ofa fair (Penean) Valley; in * 
midſt whereof ran moſt leaturably a (Tempe) fil- 
ver ſtream, whole banks in £qual diftance were * 
beſet with fruicful Lemmon trecs; on the branches 
whereof , they might afarre off cſpy the yellow * 
Cicrons naturally growing:which delightful plea- / 
(ant proſpe& ſo well contented their youthful ima- | 
ginations, that immediately they bend their courſe 
dire&ly ro the atoreſaid Arboury; where entrivg , *; 
they eſpied this famous Muſician , bcing a beauti- 5, 
tul young boy, apparelled in white, who being . 

crowned with the Lywrel garland ſet upon a Florg- * 
Bank, cloſe by the Rivers tide, unto whoſe melo» {#; 
dy moft attentively liftening they atlaſt ip a fra- #1 
grant Bower of cloud Eglantine eſpied an aged '# 
old F:ther, which as ic ſcemed by the forrows of Þ; 
his complexion, had in his tender years paſt the in- ;+h 
durance of many diftafteful calamities; kis habir 
was of a Sable Bieck , which coming ſcarcely to | 
his knees, was abour his weak wafte begirt with a He 
Willow ftripple; his Viſage was of a Wane taint; '{þ 
and his Snowy Bcard, being milky-white, deſcen- if: 
ed almoſt to his ſorrowſul middle; in his hand he $f 
held a Brazel ftaffe, which as ir ſeemed manifeſted Fe 
to be the feeble ſupporter of his withered age; And j 
before him,on a Table ]Jof Swan-like Alabafter Iay $h 
open a guilded Book of abſolute beaurifulnelſ * 
whereon in Reading he ſolicarily bufied the con. .; 


ceits of his tormented cercbrolity ; which pro... 


peat 


. OF FIDELITY. 31 
pet as ſgon as our Princes eſpied, being inftant]; 
Arranſportcd with defire to know the caule of his dit- 
4conſolate retirement, they byJdly entered, where 
' Face rupting him from his carne ſtudy, Prince 

"Palma, (to awake his diſtempered Muſces from.the 
haos of his perplexicy)doarded him as followetY- 


 ZD TIght aged Father, (for ſo the Kalendar of your 
I Complexion induceth me ro term you,) If 
' pur audacious arrivals have diftu:b:d your ftudy, 
 'Þr our preſence your pati:Nce; we befcech you to 
ardon the ficſt, rhouvh a rafh artempt; and to 

| Trcut the ſecond, as being an unwilling enterpriſe. 
* I cavellers cars are (you know) 3marors of novel- 
' "Gies, and. their . cap.icicics as deftrous of news, as 
Che Antipodes of the light of the Sun : Therefore, 
Reverend Father, we bcſcech you to relate us the 
Tauſe of this your diſconſolate r-tirement, and 
* {The Motive which induced you to imbvrace this au- 
 Fcre Life, as the Image whereunto your contem= 
Þlations dedicate the generality of their terreft: tal 
 "Gevotions : a8alſoroafford ns (o much favour, as 
FTdecing forreigners, and unacquainted with the paſ- 
= Bus of this Countrey) we may under the ſupporc 
D? ſome Debonaire Seignieur, er (for a while) our 
Felidence; and fo avuiding the ſcandalous impura- 
Sion of Vagabonds berake our reſolutions to the 


Dbtaining of (delied) peacefull Tranquility. 


. 


The ancient Father perceiving by his ſpeeches, 
» $hac he had been trained up in the School of vertue; 
$8 allo conjcRuring by the Phyſnomy of their 
counte« 


— . w— — 
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countenances that they were iſſued from ſome no. * 
ble extraQtion; very kindly ( with a gravity , which .. 
ſeemed to embelliſh his ſpeeches) returned him this] 

Friendly reply; 3 


Entlemen, (for ſuch 1 eſteem you to be ) Your . 

arrival hath ncliHer diſturbed my ſtudy, nor © 
your preſence prejudiced my patience ; For as my. 
pature js not attrattive to ſeverity on the one fide, 
ſoon thecontrary, I make uſe of the other at lei- 
ſure. Therefore to my ſorrowful Cel you are both - 
exaGtly welcome : Andin reſpeR a friendly demand 
deferveth a familiar reply , Know ( Gentlemen ) 
that the Bower which I heve here cauſed to be erc- * 
Qed within the Incirculcrs ofthis fruicful grove, 
I make my reticingplace, when paſſionate conceits ! 
begin to tofticate my diftempered ſenſes. This Buy / 
being an Orphan, for charitics ſakel have cauſed, 
to be inftruted in theart of ſhrcil muſique,, to the 
end that when my eyes begin todazlc with over- 
much reading, he may with his loud melody arouſe. 
my ſpitics from the thought of ſlun/ber, & fo put, 
mcin mind ofmy accuftomed ducy, which in heart, 
I immorteally owe to the( ſorrowful ) ſhrine of my 
dead Saine , which whilft ſhe lived |] affeted m 
dearly then my ſelf; and being ( now ) dead, w 
honour with ſuch ardent fidelity , that future ages? 
ſhall hare a mcricorious inftance co acknowledge,' 
Thar cill death, & after, comy fair ExcelſinelI re-- 
mained compleatly conftznt : Ah ſweet Excefine! | 
which ſacred Name when | repeat, enforceth my | 
cordial þlood to diftill my forrowſyl here, - 'i 
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! alſo my briniſh tearex co deſcend rhe (oile of niy 
4 penitent cheeks; ſhe (oh ſhe! ) was the unique 
daughter ofa valorous Knight, whom I long court- 
ed with unfeigned love, ardatTatCafter having re- 
{ ccived many bitter rerulſes) obtained the enjoy» 
3} wnce of her gracious affcatiun z whereofher ſhrews- 
r | iſh fi:p-morher being (by misfortune) throughly 
.* advertiſed, (as one that rather ſought her ruine 
t then advancement) ſhe (o ſeverely Jookt to her, & 
- fo inhumanely intreated her , that her Father 
h,: being abſent in a farre Journey, ſhe moſt tyratt= 
d. ma bolted her up in aVciiul dungeommwhere ſee-< 
) Ing he could by no means obtaine the obje& ofmy 
; perſonace. ſhe in the birter anguiſh of ( Phlegjton ) 
| dolor, ( biddingthe World, bur chiefly Me, farewel } 
moſt dolcfully yeelded nature her due; In remem- 
| brance of whom, co the other end of thisGrove, in 
da Fan: Vallcy, Ihave (ar Duty and Lovecn« 
forced mie) erefted a Tombe, whereunto nll che 
period of my ending dayes, I have in heart deily 
, vowed te offer her , not oncly my devout Prayers, 
2 chacl may ſoon follow her, but alſo my throbbing 
; Gehes,as repentant wicnefſes of my tormented cala- 
mity : Therefore Gentlemen,if you pleaſe to afford 
the time to walk thicher, I will make your eye 
ſpeRacors ofthat, which with great grief & aggra« 
7 vation 1 have diſcovered to you 3 And after gire 
'3 you fuch Obſervations in your rravels, that doube- 
efſ-, ifthe c-Ictial influence crofſe notyoue Fore 
: | Cunes, you ſha}{ finde them very proficable for your 


} advantage, and no way prejudigial co your adven» 
| U1res. | : 
O | 


24 " ©y 7 

The two Princes raturning him thanks for his 
profered Courtities, very wiliingly to his demand, 
1o0n condiſcendcd ; and {© walking through ranks 
of lofty Cedars, which with their verdant Þean- 
ches beautified the adjoyning (lilver) fiream, They 
in hacarrived to a ſacr:d Chappel , which with A- 
labaſter Wals circumferenced that glorious T omby 
where entering,they eſpicd it ſo repleeted with mu» 


-Nifcent curious workmanſhip, that the view there- 
. of drave them ſpeedily more neer to approch, and 


ſo bekeld the body thereof to be of Dove-white I- 


'voric, whoſe cover betrg of radiant Jeat, there 


was thercon the Picture of the aforeſaid faire Ex- 
celling in Crymſon freſh colours, moſt ingenuouſly 


pourtraied, and under her fect, in charatteis of . 
rich Gold ( Inammeled with Azaur_) this Epitayh - 


moſt ſumptuouſly engraven. 
ExctiiNna's Epitaph. 


Within this Tvorie Tombe doth lie 
The Phenix of pure modeſtie , 

Sweet Excelline, whoſe Beautie rare 
With Hellens taint ſurpaſſing ſure, 
Nay, Hellens taint ſurpaſſing ſure, 
Which did the Grecians Love procure; 
Being in Fove's Imperioll ſight, 

A Nymph excelling Funo bright. 

Cut off by fatall Sifters three, 

In confluence of Loves Plaudiree. 
Therefore if any paſſe this way, 
With penitentiall tears doe pray, 
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? ſures? No, no 
* mory of her Ma 
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That ſhe may in th Elizian Plain 
Untill Eternity remain ; 

Still crown'd with hearts delicious joy, 
And freed from rage of dire awiey. 


Which Epitaph, when they ha.l a-aia and again 
over-read z as alſo reveiwing the T ombe, and re- 
garding her PiFure, they very forrowfuily de- 
partedro find out the ancient Delmon (for fo they 
Knew him now to be named) who purpolely at- 
tending their coming, rook them by che Hand, 
and the tears ft.nding in his Eyes, he (albecic his 
Tongue did £411) ar laſt breached out theſe ſpeech- 


cs, 


H Ge-ntlemen! my grief is ſuch, that I foath 
my lite; and were it not for too Much off.n- 
ding my Soul,l could willingly be the adminifterer 
of mine own (untimely) martyrdom:; But alas, I 
Know (I too truly know) that that would be a fa- 


F crifice too abominablc before the fight of my maker; 
} 


+ eth me froWcxe<cuting of myReſolutions: For why, 


F 


which I pgoteſt is onely the Rein chat wichdraw- 


though 1191 live diſcontented; % by my death,my 
dolorous cWmity would enjoy a period, Should 
(moſt mifer Me 1) be the caiiſe of (o [weerta Ladies 
deſtrn&ion ? Wir by my mcans ſhould ſogallant a+ 
Virgin be depiſed of her future (delectable) plea- 
>[mon; Live not bu: dye in me- 
dome; for fo ſhall chy aggrca- 
y everlaffing jvoyes cgmpence; 
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Qur two young Princes, ſeeing him run ſo farre 
in the diverſity of Camorous) ſorrow thought beſt 
co recali him from his paſtonate dumps; and in- 
rerrupiing him, Thalniene began as followeth. 


V Hy Delmen we think the effe&s of amos 
rous Contemplation ſhould be now 
(through Ape) evacuated from your memory; and 
the remembrance thereof dryed up in the Cinders 
of Oblivion : for it is notfor you, which are rea» 
dy to ſalute the Grave, to facrilicc ſighes to Cupid; 
bur rather for Youth, ſuch as we are, to fight under 
the Banner of Beauty. Remember therefore with 
your fclf,chat Venus was ty Appeles Boy pourtraitcd 
with freſh colours, and not ſet forth witha wither- 
«d Viſage : and though Vulcan offercd to the ſhrine 
of Funo,yet he at laſt cry«dpeccavi, and was torhis 
fimplicicy laupghi at by F «wk Theretcre Delmen, 
eonfider now with thy (elf, that Fxcefina is dead, 
and may not by any (mortal) pcflibiliry again be 
revived : In reſp: & wherof, dry up yuur tears, 
and forget any more to devore your Oraiſons to 
che image of Cytherea ; that fiphting 'gainſt concu« 
piſcence, yuur ations may approve you to be an 
unſpotted Perſonage for the celeftial Monarchy 
and while tracing on this earthly vale of miſery to 
obſerve a blifkctull decorum of aged Rayednelle, 


Delmon perceiving he was anfwered ſomewhat 
roundly; inftantly afreſh wept, becauſc their ex» 
hortive ſpeeches touches him ro the quick : but ag 


hft comforting his forrowtul Muſe with —_— 5 
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| ke evapouring his tears requeſted them to enter his 
Cel, to accept of ſuch homely Cites 283 his pover- 
ty could afford:whereunto they willingly agreed; 
and (o de]nding the time with familiar conference, - 
2 they a long time ſolaced their capacitics in amou- 
# rous prattle; till at laft repaſt being ended, andthe 
=. Princes ready to depart; Delmon with as much au- 
| dacity as his tormented paffions could permit, ar 
_ theic Dernier adieu,pronounced them theſe ſpeeches. 


x 2 2.68%, *% | 


QE-*ine, heruical Gentlemen, that your refoJuti- 
21$ are devoted to Travell; Know that ſome 
leagues hence, in the Kingdome of Zanfara, there 
reigneth a magnificent Prince, firnamed Brilion, 
- whoſe Verrue doth no lefſe applauſe his Subjetts , 
- than his valouc doth dant his Encmies; reward- 
* ing :ach with the guerdon of his werits, and re- 
» taining no honour from thoſe w' ich demonſtrate 
& theirations to bc abſolute mycnanimous : So that, 
A for diſcretion, he may well be ft:em:d a Solomon; 
& for Majcſly, a Ceſar; for Prow: fe, a Scipio; and 
for beri-niry, aa Alexander. His Court likewiſe 
may be tearmed the Rendevous of rhe flower of 
Chivalry, for there are alwayes refhdent jinnume- 
Z rable oft C:v:liers; which as they accoum Diſcre- 
| tion a chick point of valour, ſo they flick 


# not (cthongh deſperately ) to adventure their 
lives for the eſtabliſhing of their ſame, Their Seng- 


' ® rorslikewiſe are both grave, policique, and provi- 
+ dent; which from the fincericy of their contem- 
' 3 prjnn accomprt Ambition a hcinous erime, and 
; J} Treachery « deadly finge. Alfo their Paſtors of the 
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people are both zealous and vertuons, admoniſhing 


their Plocks,not with th. ſervants of Baal, to placs 
their Religion upon diabolical Idolatry, bur to. 


grou'd their zcal vpon that Celeftial Temple, 4 
whoſe Foundation is Faiti, whoſe pavement Puri- ! 


ty, whoſedoores, Devotion z whoſe Arches, Amity; 
whoſe pillars, Pity; whoſe Windows, Sincert- 
ty; whoſe pgallriies,  Glorthication; and whoſe 
towers Humilicy. Their Lagies and Damſfels are 
Hkewiſe both gratious 21d Fair, and generally ſo 
cyaſte, as It Diana and Neture had adorned them 


vith the pride of their exce!!cncy; bcing of geſture, 


modeft; of capacite, quick ; of quality, kind;and 
of behavicur courteous. Therefore, Gcntlemen, 
'7f you dire your conrte thith-r, you ſhall gene- 
6" ſce each live by the fertilenes, 0! is own Land, 


each reap the fruit of his own Vine, and (delcfta- 


ble ) content fat {miling in eve:y corner.; there 
tikewiſe ſhz1] you ſeethe fragrant Fields adorned 
with their verdnt Veſtures, the lofty Trces. with 
their pay garments, and the delicious Arbours 
with their Giaper'd treafure of Fiore; as alſo the 
monntains orevciled wich fnow-whiceFlocks,their 


Meadows with the ricues of Ceres, and their Val- 


les wich Daffidils, and prime flowers : In their 
Parks may you likewiſe ſee regiments of Fallow- 
Deer running untaken ; in their Forrefts may you 


likewiſe bchold, troups of Nymphs trace unravi- f 
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ſhed ; and to be brief, ON every buſh, barmonious ._ 


Birds warbling forth their melody, 
TE1knene and Parma, perceiving that Del:non had 


finiſhed | 
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Eaiſhed his ſpeech , being partly in concett raviſhed 
ich the report of fo louriſhing a Kinedom, giving 
Wim thanks for their benign entertainment, as alſo 
For his debonair vertuous exhortatlons , very Joy- 
i- Fully departed : where travelinga long time theſe 
yz unknown Countries , they at laſt very torcunately 
i= arrived to tis chiefs Ciry of Zaxrfara, where the 
ſe Court then wasz And taking up the Lodge in the 
re beft Inne which the City did afford, they there 
ſo fome three daycs refled , to refreſh therafelves of 
m heir forepzſt ( troubleſome ) travels : Andafter 

—ca9chi (as was requiſite) given almighty ove moſt 
.d khumblc thanks for their fafe arrival, they betook 
n, themſclves to this private parley , where Thalmens 
e- Þeganas follo werh. 


d, 2 
2" Oſt dear Coufin ! We are now ina Kingdone 
re tar from our Native country ; and thercfort 


-d With celericy it behoverh us to ſettle cur proceed- 
th 4ngs upon the main of ſome reſolution, to rhe end 
rs we may futurely avoid the receipt of enfuing mif- 


he fortunes. Therefore, underſtanding that the King 


ir exceedingly delighteth in heroical Vertues, ic were 
}- - not in my opinion unke to betake our ſelves under 
ir he uwbcage of his (ſervice, where cherifhing our ya- 
y- Horous magnanimity, we may produce the demon- 


x Mrations of dignified Princely atchievements, whoſe 
i- Jeffcual apparicions in the eyes of all ſpeRators 


x 


as © may condignly purchaſe us the title of gallant (ad- 
3mired)admiration. «17 
Prince Palma hearing Thalmeno utter this haughty 

& reſolution, very inſtantly returned him this repty:. 
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Pf Of offionareCoutin, I allow right well of 


your conclufitive determination : therefore, 
delayes fct apart, let us proffcr our felves to the 
Kings {ervice. This day,l underRtandyhe reſolveth to 
hunc jn a Forreft neer-adjoyning the Court ; where, 
if you pleaſe, we may preſent him wich a ſubmiſſive 
ſupplication , than to intrude our ſelves within 


his Princely ſervice; but ler our names be obicured : 


under the cloud of ſecrecy ; So that Thalmeno may 
be termed Thabo, and I Palma named Plvis, jultifye 
ing our ſelves to be both Knights of Areb:g. 


mens; And ſo folacing their cerebrofity, they forth= 
with indicted this ſupplication , which by a young 
Knight (a fri nd of theirs they inftantly trntto 
the Kings Majeſty, the tenor whereof fulloweths 


To the moſt puiſſant, famous | 


and flouriſhing Prince, Bryliow 
King of Zexfara 


'I Ight renowned King ! whoſe magnanimous fame (by 


of many Cavaliers underftanding )) in ſuch ſort , that they 
net only admive at your Princely valour , but alſo wonder gt 


defire to be made poſſeſſors of your ( gracious?) preſence, 
and their reſolutions flaming with applauſe to be ſpetfatory 
bereicel audacity , they have upon the Altar of 


This pleaſant invention was well Jiked of Thee 


the Herald of report, bath been tranſported to the bay 2 


your(vertuow) animoſity; ſo as their thougbts burning with ' 


your 
aa » long ſince devoted their refolutionu to dire their 
Fo courſe 4 


% - % ++ 
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 eovrſe to your Country ; amongſt whom, we Thalmo and 
& Plivio,two Knights of Arabia,baving our capacities pene- 
2 trated with the report of your affability , have uidertehens 
'$ #bis journey, to be made ſpetiatcrs of your renowned perſon« 
# @pe 3 So that being arrived to your flouriſhing Palace , we 
= moſt bumbly beſeech you to accept w into your dignified 
13 ſervice, aſſuring you , that oxr valour and fidelity ſball be 
'” ſwcb, 8 fball wel! teftifie our reſolutions to take their off 
' ſpring from audacious magnanimity. So imploring your Ma- 
Jeſty to edweit us into your ſervice, «nd to grace 16 with 
- that ftellified Title to be invoſted your Servants, Weinel 
© bumilitie preftrating our Irves te your ( gracions ) cam 
,. mad, Reſt, 


Your Soveraign's de- 
vorcd Vaſflals, 


Thalme & Plivio. 


This ſupplication was no ſooner preſented ty 
- King Brylzon, but forthwith he commanded the « z 
2? forraign Knights to be admirt«d to his pref nce, 
, Where ſaluting them in ſuch fort as beficted his 
* Royalty, He very benignly accepred of their volune 
Z tary ſervice : Which famous acccptance adding a 
"4 Plaufible hope to our Princes expectations, ma 
3 them in conceit conjefture that they were now at 
thc foot to mount the ſteps of honour. And thercin 
F co conclude, becauſe peradventure the diſcreet Rea» 
& der may think the time roo tedious in defcribi 

3 their proceedings, let this as a brief annoration ras 
© Gce: That their ralorous ations, vertuous demea- 
| 3 Nor, gallant comportment, heroical courtefie, and 
'$  Princely 
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Princely grace, did ſo conquer the capacity not 

only of the King, bucthe Commons; that ina © 
mannerall the I{land of Cicilia eftcemed them wors-.// 
thy the prize of Olympian victory, I mean the 
Which by 2 


often demonſtrations of their interior audacity ** 
did ſo inftigate the King with the meritorious hu- _ 


I rophees of Laurel dignified honour : 


mour of preterring them , that not long after 
their arrivals, he appointed Thalmeno te be Attend- 
ant on the Princefle 4thelia his daughter; and eſta- 
bliſl'd Plivis to be Licutenant of Ithica-caftle, where- 
1a the fair Princefſe Merſelva daughter unto Samor 
King of Bobemia was retained p1 iloner. 

But leaving them, I mean the aforenominated 
Plivio and Merſilva , to the prote&ion of fortune, 
we will fora whiles encrear of Thalmo and the Prin- 
celle Athelia. 


LES DATTIDIEDPEDPIDEDEDIPEIEDIILES 


N a pleaſant morn (before the pearled Dew was 
ecxhal'd by . he golden rays of tranſſucent Phebus, 
when theFlore-flow'ce were diſplaying thePride 
of their beauty, & the mclodious Birds on the ver- 
dant buſhes training forth their melodyJit chanced 
that Thalmo being tofticated with the beauty of A- 
thelia his Miftris,bctook him(ſclfto the ficlds, as well 
£0 refreſh his tormented contemplations, as to 
make the flowry Mcadowes acquainted with his 
amorous fancies ; when dire&ing his penfive courſe 
cothe verdant Farrefts, hear laft arrived to a ſpa- 
cious Beech-tres, whoſe Branches expelling the 
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"darts of Tytan,made a compleat ſhadow for all tired 
W- paſſengers ro repole themſelves. Which pleaſant 
\\Zumbrage corretponding with Thalmo's paſſions, 
 ZX(and fo much the rather, bccauſe amiable Zephirus, 
 Zembeliſhed it wich his Ne&ar-Blooms)) being over- 
' Epeſtered with ardent aff:&lon, he there caft himſelf 


 . down on a Bank of Prime flowers, and taking ous 
his pen and paper,cndited this enſuing Sonnet; 


So fit thee down accley'd with lovely care, 
Begirt with lamesof Cytherea's fre; 
And to the Woods relate the taint moſt fair 
Of her which didthy youtbful breaſt inſpire. 
| And ich end ſay, 
| Oh Beauty oay, 
\ | - Thecauſer of thy mournfull Lay 


Firſt ſhew the Trees and fragent verdant Bowers 
The piercing looks of thy Atheliah's eye ; 
Next tell the ſtreams, and dainty Florah's flowers, 
The ſweet Ide of her jollity : 

And ſigh and ſay, 

Ob Beauty pay, 
The cauſcr of thy mournfull Lay ! 


"I 


Then to the SyIvanes, Satyres, Nimphs divine, 

Deparnt the gliſtering bair, white front moſt pure, 

Topether with ber beauty Chrjſtaline, 

Weich did thy Paphian terments firſt procure : 
Ard ſigh and ſay, 

O5 Beauty gay, | 

The Cauſer of thy monrnſul Ley ! 


x 
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Nay to the ſhrine of Venus ftately Throne 
Strain forth the praiſe end gracious rarity 
Of ber whoſe beauty made thy breaft to moan 
 Withplains and tears of Love"sperplexity : 
And figh and ſay, 
Ob beauty gay , 
The cauſer of thy mouenfull Lay ! 


with the vartecy of amorous contemplation , re- | | 
ſolved to return, but fortune willing to ſmooth | 


up his Conceits in an extalie of Contentation, ſo 
ordain'd that his Miſt-cfe the Princefe &Htbelia, with 
her Troop of Ladies ſhould rrace that way. Glad 


of this hravenly newes , he i-m:<diately bluſhed, | 


becauſe the Celeſtial Ovjet thereof ravithed his Ca- 


_— with msny millions of dclicious applauds : 
as elevating his reſulutiovs upon the wing of *; 


Honour, and inveſting his courage with the con- |. 
fideration of magnamity, he audacioufly deter- |. 
mined to preſent her with the Phyſnomie of his | 


effeftion; By vertue whereot, ar left finding her 
ſequeſtred from her attendant Dam(els,and refidenc 
within a myrtle-bower, in midſt whereof ſhe gaz'd 


On a filver-Fount there conveyed by NO = ; 
Idneffſe, and ! 


cure; he ftceling his rongue with 
taking aman]y courage in the front of his falering 


Ocration, (with a grace, which though gallant 


_ hls off-ſpring from fear) boorded her in this 
ord, | 


5 
. 
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? lght excelling Princeſſe ! When by the aide of 
'ortune | fiſt elpicd the ſengular fight of your 
7 deleAable ſelf, immediately fclt my tenderbieaff 
F ro be inſpired witt the endurance of a Lovers paſe 
fon, in ſuch accldental amorous ſort that mine 
H eys ever fince concelving their chicteſt contentation 
© from the vermi.ion-hue of your Alabafter-beauty, 
& (at ſodivine an objca) hath ſo firmly ſworn my 
* flouriſhing fidelity to the celeftial ſervice of your- 
”. ſuperexcellent Deity, that I ucterly abandon the 
=: contemplation of other bcaury, and fincercly be- 
|. take my inward devations to the pliftering ſhrins 
'of your dignified perfe&ion. The grace which 1 
Afaw did adora your comely perſonage, the 
beauty which I eſpicd did ({weert]y) bedeck your 
lovely cheeks, and the vertue which I beheld did 
arniſh your Soveraier. ſelf, kath fo inflamed my 
Sſcuſes with the coals of affection, that in the prime 
f my conflancy | am Tike to be rak'd up is the 
embers of deſpair, unleſſc revived by the joyful 
news of your "_ farour. My birth is 7A 
"as if you throughly knew, peradventure mighs 
goccafionare you to render the accompliſhmemt of 
ny Breafls expectation; whereon | will not now 
deſcant, becauſe the motive thereof ſhall not move 
you to term me by the phraſc of a peeviſh Infinu« 
tor. But (ſweet Athelia! ) if my fphe mighe 
Adiſcloſe, my tears explain, my rage manifft, or 
y piſtons diſcover with wh.r zealous purity op 
Gionate love, | im beart cheriſh the dainty re- 
Iſcmblance of your facred Idza, I not onely think, 
bur reſolve, that your grecieus felt wopld ny 
'% | r? 
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. FE FLOWER 
ficſt report, not onely recompence my defert wich 
the reward of my merits, bur alſo repay my fi 


delity with the guerdon of ycur affe&ion; where-ſþ 
of till the celeſtial Deity ſhall by inſpiration partly 
advertiſe you,T] will til the period of my(definirive)| 
humane pilygrimag:, remain as conſtant to beauti-Þ 
ful Athel:a, as | wiſh Athelia ſhould be courteourl 


to perplexcd Thalms. 


Athelia hereat overveiling her Lily-chceks with 


aciimſon taint,on a ſudden, as much bluſh'd as Di-; 


ane, When ſhe eipied unlookr for 4m: and (oy 
metamorphoſing hr pleafanr phyſnumy to a me- 
lancholy complexion, (being altogether unac- 
quainted with ſuch amourous encounters) bend. 
ing yer brows, within the furrows of whole linea- 
mew !t ſeemed anger fate rciumphant, She very 
ſharply ceturned him this quick reply. 


VV Thelmo (quoth ſhe) hath my coo much 


kindneffe made thee fo proud, or my un-"/ 
deſerved favour fo preſumptuous, that thou now 


giveft wings to thy tongue to run a courſe abſo- 
futely fo laviſh? hath my courtefte emboldned rhee 
to aſpire ſohigh,as now our of ſenſe to ſue for thy 
Miftreſſe ? Hath thy idle leiſure, being in my ſer- 
vice, taught thee to deck thy tongue with the 
phraſe offlartery ? and is there no other for thite to 


” 
y- 
\ 4 
_—_ 


of 


ba 


. | 


il 
$ 


aimatbut my ſelf? Ah fond Thalmo! and therefore 


fond, becauſe poſſefſed with a peevith fancy. As 
thou derideſt my beauty, I will laugh art thy folly ; 
and in accounting me fair, I will eftcera thee my. 

"t 7 


18 


lous. Forthy Birth, know, that I diſdain it as. no- 
thing, and thy {elf as lefie : It hererofore, thou haft 
C cacrificed ſighs, or ſhed tears for my fake, Why, 
E expe&a recompence where there is no ſartisfation 
tobe made; and hereafter be, more wiler, to in- 
J gender the conception of the like fimplicity. To be 
{ briecfrefrain from proſecuting thy audacious folly; 
EF or elſe I will uſe ſuch means that my Father ſhall 
- qualifie your courage; by nippirg the bloſſomes of 

pf your flouriſhing eRtate. 


This thundering anſwer procecding from &s 
{ Princeſſes mouth, might doubtlefi. hav. made many 
freſh-water ſouldiers retice for fear ; bur our vyalo- 
rous Thalme, diſdaining to quit the ltege iorthe firſ$ 
repulſe, repairing his ſenſe, avd furnifhing his 
Muſe with a freſh ſupply, very boldly (as bei@@no- 
thing danted) continued his combaie in this fors 
following. 


Oft bgnigne and beautiful Princefle! If you 
| benteinre,ahe In diſcovering my atteCtions, 
g 1 flatter your merits with a ſhew of deriſion, you 
greatly wrong mine honour, in reſpe& my nature 
Was never attrative to (0 baſe an enormity;; for: 
what Iproteft in words,my ctic&s ſhall manikeft tg. 
be of truth,againft the proudeft Champion which 
durft undertake tO. maintain the contrary : 
| Therefore ſweet Athelia, Jet not an unconflane 
1 thought ſo obſcure your Maiden-breaſt with obſcu. 
rity, thax for my faithful attc&ion, you term me 
an ingrateful ſervant : for if the flower of my love 
| was 
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. &cfires rather adore the image of chaſte Diane, then 


was predeftinarcd for your alone felf, why, part! 
eek the means toaffe&t him, which in heart hat 
Jong fince vowed to adore you, as the image to 
whom he dedicates the generalities of his terreftial 
devotions : And therefore reward me not with 
checks for my aff: ion, nor with frowns for my 
deve ; bur kindcly cepay me with a ſweee conſent, 
which at the Bar of your courreſic 1 daily attend. 


Mibelie perceiving that he ſtill direted his courſe 
co one harbour, being in a manner over-pcſtered 
with liftcning © his old Love, inftantly framed 
him this biccer Anſwer : 

Helmo , it thy affetion were equal to the te- 
' & nour ot thy (peeches, me thinks thou ſhuuld. 
eff at my fincere requeſt bury the reiteration there- 
of inthe ſhrine of filence, and not fo audaciouſly 
preſume to advance the pretence of ſo unreaſon- 
able demand : It thy phraſe of glozing were ſo 
unteigned as thou makeft a ſhew of , or thy lorely 
paſtons perfe&t m-{[cngere of a ſacrg confitaney, 
ct my determinate deſires can never be diverted 
from reaping the enjoyance of a fingle life , which 
I have already ur on the Altar of Veſta impoſed : my 


adore the ſhrine oflaſcivious Venw; rather allows 
ing of the ones principles, then cfteeming of che 
— how precepts. Therefore, Thalme,{ince my minde® 
may not be ſubje® ro the lerviles of Love, let my! 
command? in the cloſet of thy capacity be a media« 
arix ro make thee give a ſolemn conge totby pecvidh 


(commenced ) enterpriſe. 
Tele 


Thaims perceiving the Princctle 4thelia now pre- 
tended to ſhroud her ſelf under the Cloud of a {0+ 
licary Climate; by informing him, fne meant to 
imbrace the auſtere deity Ct a {h:-Saints devotion © 
Vcry haſtily returned her this ſuuden Rrep'y., 


T” Aic Athelia! If my ſpeech could decipher my 

love, or my tongue my ati-ticn; I fhould then 
account my fſei!f moſt hapyy, whereas now I cſtecmn 
my fortunes mot unfortunate. Eniortunarte,] may 
well fay, in that the Idea ot my haelity is ( withour 
deſert) obſcurcd tn the vaporcns miſt of incredu- 
licy ; which it © wichourt parttiality )you would {1n- 
cerely poiſc in icalcs of reafon, 1 aſſure my lelf, 
the zeal of my vertuous conſtancy would evacuate 
the reſidence of your miſtruſt, and as abſolutely ad- 
vertiſe yo that my love is gractouſlly ſprung from 
the exact (oile of truicful fidelity. Whereas you de- 
monſtrate, that your pretence is to live (olitailly, 
without accepting the ſociety ofany; Why,know 
(fair Nymph, and Guddefſe ot my imaginations!) 
that the poſſcſling ot your preſence,and the obtain- 
-Ing of your commands, would yceld me partly the 
Jatisfa&ion of my trembling dclire : So that, (fair 
Athelia ) it you pleaſe to groce me with the digni- 
ty of your Servant, it ſhall futhicez; and upon 
that pleaſant foundation will 1 tuturehy ere& tuc- 
ther deleftable Trophies of delightfull hope ; And 
till my merits ſhall deſerve more favour at your 
Princely benignity, I am reſolved immorrtally to - 
live and die in your ſervice, andro attend on yout 
lacred perſopage with ſuch firm fidelity ,. vertuous 
x k affcfion, 
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aftetion, and ſubmiſſive loyalty, that (o_ 
your tweet iclt and King Bryiicn your father, fhal 
one day vlctie the hour of my arrival, and have juſt 
cauſe ro acknowledge that the {ympathy of our 
attctions was predefitinated ro be united by the 
condeicent ot Celeftial deity. 


Athel:@ wcll noting with what fervency beut- 
tered bis paiiions, began Immediately to produce 
ſom: motion of debonair pity : yet in reſpeCt he 
ſhould noc conceive any fpark ot hope,where there 
was 10 periormance meant to bc ettced, birterly 
reiiuriicd him this (harp Reply : 


Toalms\ It thou leaveft not thy prattle, 1 will 
leave iiiy trrefſence ; For thy obſtinate opinion will 
conſtiein metro flye thy fight, and hereafter meri-» 


| torioully ) to lueth thy company. It is now (more 


then) time to give a conclufion to thy conference, | 
becaule the redionſnefle thereof doth overpeſter my 
ſents in underfiaridiiis i Vail bave faid,l mean 
to perform,that is, 41.0419 will live ſolitarily, and 
leave Thalms to his paſſi-nate folly : and where 
thon dctircft ro remain my ſervant, I thereunto 
condeſcend, fo far forth as thy defires aſpire no 
to thy Miftrefle prejudice, Let thy future attempts 
be ſcaſoned with diſcretion, (for fear) left folly 
ovirilopping thy capacity, thy downfall prove the 
n:ore dangerous, Conſider with thy (elf I beſeech 
thee, what my Father will ſay, being acquainted 
with thy preſumption; And refo]ve not that he 
will blefle thee, bur rather curſe the infant of thy 

| arrival, 
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-crival, and (for recompence) reward thee with 
the recogniſance of his indignation. Therefore, 
Thalmo, ask counfcll of thy wits; Repent thee of 


thy forwardnefſle, recall thy follies and be penitent - - 


for thy offences : in «ffeCting whereot I will aflay 
wich my ſelf, not onely that 1 may pardon thy pre- 
ſumption, bur alſo thats I may excmpr my memory 
of thy crime out of the Maiden garden of my youths 
ful remembrance. 


Thalmo no ſooner perceived that Atbelia had fi- 
niſhed her cruel Ocation, but he inſtantly framed 
_ her this Anſwer: 


' " &: HAthelia! is it poſſible that Beauty and Cruel- 
{:v (albeic two Rivals) can at ſometimes de- 
mu:e within the incirculects of one perſonage? 
And is it poflible, that each being others enemy , 
they'ſhould both ſeck my ruine, and +) in a ſediti- 
ous fympathic, triumph o're my martyrdome? 
Ah,fwcer Athelia ! make not my fall your tclicity, 
nor my ruine your rejoycing ! But preſent before 
your fight the complexion of my Conflancy, the 
fervency of my Fidelizy,and the regard of my affe- 
Aion ! Confider (I befecch you) the purity of my 
Pretence, the pretence of my Defire, and the defire 
of my ExpeQation! and rhink that if Thalmo live, 
he muſt levehis dear Athelia; and though Athelis 
hate, yet Thalmo muft needs love. What was pre- 
deftinated for my fortune, perforce I muſt needs 
endure : yet in ſuering her repulſe, I in humility 
die, «0 ſes py fariuncs checkt with Atbelia'; _— 
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Sweet Athelia! Diftill into your heart the motion. 


of pitty , and amidft the ſhowers of your anger, 
let the fplendant Sun of Favour evaporate your 
wrath! Let the dew of patience ſo mollifie the con- 
celts of your cruelty, that I may(though long, yet) 


at laſt, amongſt the biiars of your diſpleaſure, ga» 


ther the deleadble truit of my Acceptance ! 


Athelia perceiving that Thalmo ftill rejoyced in | 


repcaring his paſſions, very boldly Interrupted him 
in this ſort. 


Halmo ! T now fce thou art bound apprentice ; 
to folly, &theretore maycft not be excmpred! 
untill thy time of innocence be «<xp1red. I perceive 
*tisin vainto dillwade, where ſen{kile abfurdity' 


doth command; Aud it will little availe, where 
I fec Exhortations are held as Toyes, and Requeſts 
obeyed as T rifles. I am ſorry that I have rexpained 
with thee ſo long, in reſp«& thou art blindgd with 
afrivolous humour; which, I ſec, rather ſpring 
from a fond capacity, then any way froma t 
mented ſpirit. But howſoever , it nothing avail- 
eth the advancement of thy demand, becauſe un- 


lawfull, and therefore to be rejeRed. 


Thalmo ſceing ſhe firft interrupted him, thought 
now to render her le parez], and ſo continued in 
this ſort. 

Weet Athelia! If ever the ſighs , teares, Iove, fi- 

delity, oration of a tormented Lover , may 
| gain 
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gain acceptance inthe contemplation of his Saints 
I befeech you to grant me the accompliſhment of 
my yertuous defire, that I may once In all chefticy 
of marriage enjoy your ſacred perſounage, whici 
above the world I chicfly affc&! 

But Athelia ( ns thecuſRtom of women is ) reſol- 
ving to hare che lat word, anſwered him, Thar his 
calk difturbed her thonghrs, and his ſpeeches her 
.Fenſes. Ando in a diſdainful humour ( without 
bidding farewcll ) ſhe immediately flew from him: 
when direQing her pace to the Court, we will for 
a while there leave her,and a little intreat of Thal10 
bis paſſions : Wholſeeing his Athelia ſo ſudainly 
departed, thereat ( as being impatient with love ) 
immediatly formed, changing his pleaſane coun- 
ecnance toapale complexion, and repenting the 
eime that ever his motner Gratiana produccd him 
into this mIſcrable world, continually crying out 
on crooked D-ftiny, and very often ſighing, as 
fd his breaft were orerpeſtered witl1 inſup- 
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grtable calamities, ſomuimes falling from fighs 
wearers, and then trom tears tofighs again ; ſome- 
eimes repeating the name of Athelia, and then 
( fwceely ) cloſing up his eyea as though the Oracle 
of that celeſtial word had ravithed his conceics with 
too many divine cogitations; At laft deſperately 
it if cracing theſe forenamed meadows, as though the 
a F Barque ofhis hope had alre-dy ſuffered the ſhip- 
wrack of misfortune, He very penſively withdrew 
 Þ Himſelfr6 his Cloſer, wheretocaſe his tormented 
fi- 8 ftomack, he reſolved to write, and ſend Athelia a 
iy | Sonnet, the Contents whereof followerh, 


A E 3 Athelia 


caddie. 4 ame 
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 Athelia fair, the Image of my mind, 
The miftreſſe of my thoughts,my beart andbreaft; 
Exile th* appearance sf all frowns unkind, A 
And all diſdainfal looks do now deveſt 3 
Behold the torments of thy veauties power, 
Which pietC'd mine heart in an untimely hour, 


nn Your loſty front, the Throne of Graces fair, | 
bi Amidſt whoſe milk-white ſoyls doth alwayes fleet *© 
Celeſtial Veins of purpled blood moſt rare, | 
Wo Which ſometimes ſtray,and then again do meet 3 
\ ts Hath ſo inflam'd my heart with lovel, fire, 

'$ | That of all Saints your ſelf I do defire. 


Tour ſplendant hair, fine threeds of natures hill 
Which doth obſcure the brightneſſe of thy Sunne 3 

w. Hath ſs combin'd my Heart with Fancies fill, | 

* WH That their Idea in my thoughts do run : 

In ſuch ſtrange ſort thet when I think to ſlumber, 

,* A thouſand lovely toyes my brains do cumber. 


' hi Tour eyes like gliſtering Starres drvinely bright, 

WI! Do ſhine moſt fair, as having ſacred power 

To draw all thoſe that do approach their fight, 
Captives unto their bequteeus priſons Tower 3 

Amongſt the reſt my ſelf at firſt eſpie, 


Was forc'd to love, wherein F mean to die, 


Tour lovely cheeks within whoſe center ſpring : 

We! T we dainty flowers, the Roſe and Lily fair, | 

MP Mt firſteſpydid to my ſenſes bring 

Wil"! The thought (O thought!) of future pleaſure rare ; : 
Whic 
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Which glads my ſoul, and makes my heart revive, 
. When as my hope unto deſpair deths dive. 


55 


| 
Within my tortured breaff your ſanguine figh 
Hath pitcb'd his Tent ,and (wegyeth there to remain, 
And ſtill as Gardien both by day and night, 
The keyes thereof doth vow for to retain ; 
The fair reſemblance of whoſe diinty view, 
Doth force my breaſt his love for to renew. 


Alf ſweet perfetions, Beauty, Vertue, Grace, 
Which do adorn the April of yeur ape ; 

Do force me ſecretly for to imbrace, 
Tour dainty ſelf, to wiom I do engage 

My love, my life, my [ervice, conftaxcy, 

My ſettled faith, and firm fidelity. 


Which Sonnet being ended, made up, ſealed, and 
direfed; he fortiwich poſted to a Gentlewoman 
of Atbelia"'s,named Levina, whoſe perfect viſage pro- 
miſed him the accompliſhment of # faithtat perfor- 
mance; and Imboldening hiraſel! to requeſt her fe= 
cretly eo deliver it to her Miſtrefſe, ſhe thereunta 
voluntarily condifcendedy and ſo ftading her very 
ſolitary ia her Chamber, advancing her pace, ſhe 
with an humble ceverence effc&ed her promile; al- 
beir the Princcflc ar firſt fyrade great difficulty 't6- res 
ceive it, in reſpc& the knew not from whenceie* 
came; but at laſt unripping the Seals it came from 
Thalmo : (he dying her Chryftal viſage with a crim- 
ſan bluſh, bade Levins depart; when bolting ber 
doore aud caftiog her _ on her daigty 2. the 
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mripping the Seals, read the contents afore repeat- 

cd, very often ſhe peruſed thoſe fillables and lines 
wich dt delighted her cercbrofity ; and ſo kiffing 
the Sonnet (contrary to expeRation) ſhe laid him 
In ner naked neck, gire&ly in that Chcyſtal yalley 
which her Alabaſter papsdo inviren; whep finding 
her {elf overpeftered with many lovely contempla- 
tions, which ranged on the ab{cnr Idea of Heroical | 
1Þ4Imo, ſhe at laſt to ker {li uttered theſe ſpeeches; | 


OR unfortunate Athelia! If thy tearomight 
aſlwvage thy pains, or thy fighes thy miſeries; 
thou Mignteſt then envy (thebetter) the relidence 
of thy gorturcs,and with prefervative patience, the 
(weeter bear the infupportable burthen of thy 
tormented calamitics : bot alas, as the fiiftcannor _ 
perform the one, nor the ſecond <ff-& the other ; 
by ſo much the more mayeft thou eftcem thy eſtate 
more than unfortunate; and curſe the houre 
wherein thou didft firft eſpy the (charmed) face of 
" vertuous Thalms ; Thalmo 1 ſay, whoſe valorous 
ations , heroical diſpoficion , comely grace, and 
gallant demeapourhath ſo conquered the thoughts 
of thy maiden capacity, that 7 69 with the pale- 
fac'd Moon,midft clouds of obſcurity, doft take thy 
pleaſant light of conceived hope from the moft re- 
ſplendant Sunne; which in effc& is onely Thalme. 
Remember with thy ſelf (nay perforce thou muft 
rem:mbecr) with wher ferveacy of affcftiqnarte h- 
delity he pleaded to thy ſelf fora kind acceptance 
an.Jcall comind the pearled rears, dolcful fighes, 
& paſſionate agonics, which as meff:ngers (of fairh- 
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ful conflaney ) he ſent to depaint before thine 
eyes the miſerics of his malady ; and blot not upin 
oblivion his wan complexion, hollow aſpeCts, and 
repining deſpair; which as ( Authentical ) foll- 
cicors, might have cauſed the moſt obdurate heare 
to relent, and have produced a motion of pity, Buy 
wretched Athelia, (and therefore wretched becauſe 
AtheliaY forget not the proud repulſes, ſharp an- 
ſwers, bitter threatnings, nor obſtinate denyals 
which thou gaveſt his enterpriſe, which when I 
conſider, | burft intothe very humour of Angerz 
condemning my felf of ( impudent ) ingrateful- 
nefle, in that I repayed the prime of his pretence 
with unkindneffe, and croſt the proceedings of his 
hope with unmerited diſcourtefie : And being now 
alone, I muſt (nay will) confefſe, that obftinate 
coynelle ſet apart, 1 in heart then honoured Thalm, 
although Maiden-baſhfulnefſe would nor permir 
me to diſcoverit; and in fuch ſort do ftill adore 
him as the (ſacred) Image to whomlI bind all my 
devotions ; Ah ſweet Thalmo!none but onely Thalms 
liveth within the common: wealth of my memory, 
nor none but he (alone) may boaft, hath conquer- 
ed me with the profpe& of his perfe&ions: though 
at firſt] was proud in refafing his preceprs. will 
now be as courteous in accepting his profiers; 
ehough then obftinare in denying his requeſts, yee 
now as willing ro agree to his conditions; and 
though then tubborn in not lifteningico his deftres, 
yer now a8 tratable to hearken to his demands 
But ſoft, Athelia!what Lunazick humor of folly doth 
pofſcfic thy fenſes,or whether run thy wits a wan» 
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dcring without their guide,diſeretion? Hath amou- 
rous paſhon ſo ſoon tranſperted- thy Conceits 
with fancies, or lovely toycs ſo inftantly obſcured 
ehy Reaſon with abſurdity,that without regarding 
modefty,or reſpe&ing baſhfulnefſe, thou ſheweſt thy 
fimplicity ſuch, as the world hearing it, may con- 
demn thee of peeviſh Levity? Is fhe which was fo 
long courted, now become an Oratory ſuitor?and 
muſt ſhe plead rohim for Iove, whereas heretofore 
he prayed her tor affeQtion? Ah Atbelia! but ſuch is 
thy fortune; And therefore contradi& not that 
which the gods have already ſer down for a period; 
content thy ſelf with that which is befallen thee; 
and hereafter ſeek by ſome favourable means to par- 
tey with thy acfhred Thalmo, to the cnd that his pre- 
fence may evacuate the miſt of ſorrow which doth 
fo toſticate thy fenfes, and extinguiſh the birth 
of ardent flames, which doth begin ro ſcorch the 
{ubſtance of thy fore-comrented eftate. 


The which ſhe had no fooner uttered, but Levine- 
her waiting Gentlewoman ſuddenly ruſhed in, as 
being from the Queen her mother to ſeek her { much 

' marveiling where ſheſhould be.ſo long abſent) A- 
theli perceiving that the time had deceived her, in- 
Rantly roſe up, and masking her fancies (the beft 
ſhe could) under the ſhadow of (partly) a merr 
countenance,failed not according to her duty earls 
all celerity to find our the Pucen her mother,where 
being arrived, contrary to her expeRation, ſhe re- 
ccived this check. 


Why 
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Hy Athelia , hath your roo much liberty 
made you forget your ſelftor is it ſome ex- 


craordinary affairs which hath derained 


you ſo long from my preſence? was your Turreſs La- 
dy Flerma with you,or clic from whence came you Þ 


The Princeſſe A4thelia (as a maxime incid nt to 
the Female Scx) bring in (uch amorous ations,ne= 
ver unprovided uf a ſufficient excuſe, extempore 
framed her this applauſible anſwer. 


Adam, (if it 11Jeafe your grace) I have lon 
fince been preciicly invited to fee Fulvia the 
Counreffle of Arics- dau; hte: s Chamber; and this 
| morning unexp« te. ſh: in perſon came for mez 
you bving as then in your {ecrer Cloſer, T was Toth 
ro difturb you, -nd io deparr*d without Conges: 
for Lady Flerma,my miftreffe. ſh: was then at her dee 
votions,and oncly Ifida my watting-maid attended 
me. | wy 
This dulcid Reply ſoon contented the ®ueen | 
and ſo Athel:ia remaining in her preſence, we will a | 
whiles there leave her,and return again to tormen« | 
ed Thalmo. | 
Who being as it were plunged in the ftream of 
Athelie's beauty, and almoſt drowned in the River 
of her affe&ion, as alſo hearing no anſwer of his 
Sonnet ſent by Levina; ftormed in fuch ſore, that 
nis familiars, (who being not acquainted with his 
paſhons) thou;;hr he would ſure run Lunarique to | 
dance with the ekics, or-clfe ftark mad with = | 
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Man in the Moon to caperabove the Clouds z fo 

(uch rage poſl:ſſcd his ſences, and ſuch Anger over- 
maſtered his Reaſon, that I think he reſolved with 
himſelfe, or elſe rowed to Apello to run te the con» 
Enes of his wits Common-wealth ; all company he 
abandoned, and deteſted the light, as Jupiter when 
he tranſcended ina cloud to dazleVulcan, there- 
by to enjoy Juno ; His ſpeeches were far-fetch'c 
Gyhcs, upleffſe now and then hs would breathe 
forth the name of Athelia : his laughter was meram- 
orphoſed to tears, andno motien could enter 
the Cabinet ofhis conceits, bat the reſemblance 
of Athelia y his Cloſet feemed to him a meere Pur- 
garory, and his Bed avery exact Hel in conceited 
ſhew , (chough not in effe&ual ſubſtince) his tor- 
ments mMi;;ht be compared to the tortures of Txion, 
only excepre, that he had a more faire Miſtreſlc 
in Atbelia, then Ixios had in Proſerpina. When he 
walked, the image of Athelia Rood before him, 
whoſe PiRure ( with Pygmalion) he adored, ad the 
unique ſolace of his hearts contentation : being 1n 
his Study penlively paſſionate, he would ſuddenly 
ariſe and 28k who was there? as if Athelia had been 
WW knocking at the door : From thence in a 
antaſticel humour he would forthwith dire& his 
courſe to the Ficlds, where moſt forrowfully be 
would to the ſencele{ſc Trees decypher forth the 
manner of his Miftcetſ:s cruelty 5 And again, as ha- 
ving offended, immeditately fall co fing a Sonnet in 
praiſc of her : and from thence, as though he had 
been bound apprentice to no trade, fall into an- 


other humour of recording his paſſions : among 
| the 
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the reſt (as I well remember ) he once ranged into 
a very pleaſant, Forreft, and ſp from thence to 
Mountains next adjoynineg, and again toValleys, as 
the weathercock of his contemplations guided him; - 
when being over-peſtered with innumerable of a- 
morous fancies, on the plain ground { where Mi- 
fireſſe May had naturally ſpread a Summer-Carpet ) 

W caking out his Pen and Paper, be there endited this 
enſuing Sonnet. 


If walking by ſome ftately ſilver ſtream, 
When as there chancetb a bloomy wine to be, 
Me thinks amidſt that cochling vaperous gleam 
Tpreſently my faire Athelia ſee ; 
And if I trace wpon their borders (wcet, 


Inſtead of trees T ſtill Achelia meet. 


If that 1 chance into tbe fields to hie 
To pluck a Noſepoy for Athelia faire : 


Me thinks amid'ſt each flower I doe eſpie 
The ſweet reſemblance of her beauty rare : 
And if by chance to ſing I doe pretend , 
For anſwer, ſhe ber ecchoing voice detb lend. 


Tf on bigh mountains ſometimes 1 aſcend 
To ſee the barmleſſe flocks tbeir paſture take, 
Me thinks from bil{ to dale mine eyes I lend 
If of my dear I may eſpial make; 
And'if ſeme Nymph or Shepherdeſſe I ſee, 
Me thinks farre off, it ſpould Athelia be. 
. 


From whence if Tin vallics do ehart 
My ſelf to ſhade me from all humane febt, 
Or thank to live in WW ods alone apart, 
Hating the day, loving the mournful night : 
Athclia, as I ie, doth run be1ore, 
FP hen as my foriune hard I do de; lore. 


Which having ended, forgerting both pen and 
paper, yea Sonnet and all behind hiw, (as Neptune 
did his Trident, when Ner-us had almoft found him 
With a Syrene) he refolv.d' ro range turther into 
the unknown Forreſts. But as pofting time gives a 
period to all terreftrial acciden:s, fo in roving from 
_ to place, wichout reaping ſo much as the Þlif- 

thought of one d:lefQable applauſe, he at Iaft 
arcived to a fair Cypres tree, where reſolving to 
Deep, hc was no ſooner down, but (Love being ini- 
paticnt of delayes)he roſeagain — determis 
Ding to depart; yer defirous to write ſome Diety 
(in teſtimonial of his paſfions Jalrhough not know: 
Ing what to write, he buſily in his pocker ſearch'd 
for his Pex and Paper ; but not finding it he im- 
enediatcly drew our his poniard, and there on the 
Bark of the aforeſaid Cypres tree(with as much $Kil 
as bis trembling hand could afford) he cograved 
{or carved )this Dirty following; 


Thou Cypres tree, 
If once thou ſee 


By fair Athelia poſſe this way, 
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Tell ber Tcame 
To print her name, 
Thereby my paſſions to diſplay, 
And let thy bark. 
Whereon I mark 
This ſacred Diity of delight , 
Say onely Love 
My hand did move 
In ſecret ſort # toEndite, 
And without fear 
Do witneſſe hear. 
On bended knee I do proteſt 
Whiles death ſhall give 
Me leave to live 
To wear ber Peurtraid} in my breaſt. 


Which having ended he very often Kkift it, av if 
there remained ſome figured reſcmblance of his Mi- 
ſircflcs perfeion. And fo leaving the Fields, hea- 
gain returned to his melancholy Cel, where buſy- 
ing his brain about his Miftrefles beauty, we will 
Inftantly leave him to the fancy of his attetions,and 
a little egtrear of almoſt forgotten Palme. 
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ALM 4 being by King Brylion appointed 

Lieutenant of Tthica-Caftle, ( wherein the 

beautiful Merſilva was detained Priſoner ) 
"did, as having his heart inſpired with pity, grie- 
rouſfly ſorrow to ſee Porus his Captain ſo rigorouſly 
entreat her: For whereas King Brylion did allow her 
a comely Chamber, a pleaſant Arboury, a corre- 
ſpondent Dict,and a Damfcl to attend her; He on 
a ſudden witharew from her all thofe aforenomi- 
nated Priviledges, placing her in a very obſcure 
Dungeon; where the thought of ſo deteftable a 
Damp might have driven Alexander himfelf Into the 
labyriath of conceited gefpair : for in ſtead of a 
Garden for her walk, fhe had the onely liberty of 
ker cloſe-Priſon: her Diet being of a homely fare, 
and that ſcarce enough to content nature; And in 
ſtead of being attended on by ſome Lady,very baſel y 
{rved by an ugly ruffian, ig the furrows of whofe 
angry brows it ſeemed envious wrath fate trium- 
phant, having from hiz Captain a ftrait command 
eo hinder all thoſe which (in her diſtreife) ſhould 
aim to ſuccour her, Merſilva perceiving her ſelf to be 
bolted up in this unmerciful Priſon, (as a Climate 
contrary for ker Complexion te endure) exclaim- 
ed on Fortune,deploring that ever her tender years 
had attained to the fight of ſo diſtal aſpe&! But 
well might ſhe weep, and having wept return t0 
weeping again, becauſe there was no ſpe&ators of 
her lamentation ! and well might ſhe lament, and} 
having lamented, figh again, becauſe there were 
none to ſolace ker in the depth of her perplexed 
miſeries/ For if at any time ſhe bemoaned her fel 
to 
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to her rigorous Keeper (with applaufible reaſons 
tocnduce himrto pity) ſhe was forthwith check'd 
| up with adifionary of reproaches, alledging that 
| her entertainment exceeded her merits. Which as 
a fecond*wound, though the firſt deadly, did fo 
tranſport her reafon to the profundity of com- 
pleat anguiſh, that with wringing hands, and 
throbbing fighs, as walking in her Citadel of de- 
BW fp:ir, ſhe to ker cormented felt breathed out theſe 
MW ſpecches; 


f 


| Erplexed Mer/ilina! thou haft now (being by 
M4 cxp:rience taugh:) juſt cauie to acknowledge 
WM how inconflant Fortune doth at her pleaiure con- 
duQPrinces to the top of proſperity ; and immes= 
| diacely changing humoar, and curning the Necdle 
, of her Compalle to another point, doth violent- 
-M !y tear the Bark of their former eſtareagainft the 
_ 8 dangerous ſhores of future perdition, where ſuff-r= 
1 ing ſhipwrack, the memory of their happineſle is 
J 
[ 
e 


immediately ſubmerged in the unmercitul intrailes 
of tyrannizing misfortune. Amongſt the reft, ah 
unfortunate Merfilva, thou maycft of that Cameli« 
om Iragedy term thy ſelf a prinipal a&or; bes 
cauſe the ſubje& of thy preſent miſery,hath already 
88a Prolocue, accidentally mounted the Theatre 
- of deftru&ion : moſt wretched Merfilva! when the 
Memory of thy birth doth (through the Chaos of 
y conceits_ pierce to the thought of confider- 
tion; And comparing dignitics paſt to calamities 
preſent: what terrour of aggravation it doth profe 


to thy hope, thqu mayeſt (figce knowing) well 
& : conjJe- 
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conjeture; whereas others(therewith nnacqualn 
ted) can ſcarcely preſuppoſe. Ah, deſolate Mey 
| filba! how are thy delicious fdelights now tran 
mutztcd to melancholy contemplations! | Tl 
plealanr paſtimes diverted to doleful monrningland 
thy {weet tports metamorphoſed ro forrowtful di 
canſ{ulations! Ah, ſure it 18, (and therefore ſur 
vecgute ratified by the gods themſelves) that gler 
doth fade as well as flouriſh; beauty dye as wel 
as domineere; and honour wither. as tbe flower 
ot the Field, which no ſooner ſprout, with T:te 
but die with Cynthia, what is then the, world bu 
a labyrinth of perplexicies ? What then 1s dignity 
but the ſeat of ambition? and what is Glory, but 
the throne of ſuperbity ? Ah Merſilva! but ſuch 1 
the courſe of this terreſtrial diadem , That being 
produced in finne,we proſecute in folly; and neve 
forbear to deteſt Vertue before ingult'd ta the Sty 
gian ſtream of Vice. Therefore account thy mik 
ries,as a recompence predeftinated forſthy fortune 
account thy torments, as a reward ſent for thy fin 
and laſtly, term rhy calamitics, as a meritorio 
affliion, projeRed for thy miſdemeanour. 
d 
Which doleſul ſpeeches ſhe urtered with ſudflc; 
wealous fervency, that the report thereof woulfa 
have cauſed Diſdain her ſelf to have pitted her folio 
ſometimes ſhe walked (like mute Propne ) in her mi w 
ſerable Cortage ; and then inſtantly threw her ſcp! 
on her Bea of care, where drawing her Curt; 
cloſe about her, one might well deem It to by 
Tombe, and her felf a dead Corps, thetcin 4si 
T 
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red c when 2pain reviving her ſpirits and remem 


bring her miſery, ſhe would forrowfully ſmile- 
and inftantly rebuke her ſelf for commicting {o 
comical an offence. Her Holland-Handkerchiffe 
(reſembling the Cayſtrine Swans for whitencſkc)ſhe 
often waſh'd with pearled tears ( which diſtilled 
down the ſoyl of her forrowful cieeks,) and then 
{mm:diately drycd him wich fanning wind on her 
facc to arrouſle her ſpirits: in which forrowtull 
ſort ſhe moſt grievauſly pat the day, withour be- 
ing comforted by the affiftance of any ; untill at 
Iaft the exclamation of her mournful complaiat 
(by good fortune) ariiving to the underſtanding 
of Princely Phvio,drave him to ſo inſtant an kumor 
of relentation, that knowing her to be a Princeſle 


= moſt royally deſcended, as alſo innocently impri- 


: 


L 


1! , 
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ſoned without committing any crime or ſcanda- 
lous malctaCtion to the Crown or Kingdome of 
Zanfara: he being vanquiſhed wich debonarr pity, 


 burk into theſe terms ; 


\ AVG Plivio! can humanity ſuffer that fo 


beautiful a Princeſſe as Merfilva fhould en- 
dure impriſonment, thy ſelf being preſent ? or,: 
can thedignicy of that(divine )Sex obtain no more 


S favour at thy hands, where thou mayeſt by vertue 
_ of thy power bear ſway ? arc thy ſenſes ſo mask'd 


with obſcurity, thine eyes ſo obſcured with ime 


Fiety,or thy heart {o fraughted with cruelty, that 


r tears cannot (to thee) ſufficiently ſollicice for 
r freedome; or her complaints, as advocates cf 


pinnocency, perfectly plead to thee for her ſpes- 
: F 2 * dy 


dy enlargement ? How may the world blame the 
of ingratitud: ? how may thy conſcience accnf 
thee of rigor? or, how may thy thoughts condemn 
thee of tyranny ? when the odio uſnes of thy ( im« 
pudent ) fat, {hall (with the wind of report) ar« 
riveto the barre of (unparrtial) diſcretion z where 
thy faults being defcri-d, and thy follies diſcloſed 
what colour of correſpondent argument canſt thou 
alledge for thy excuſe? or, what mask of ſen{ibili. 
ty canſt thou produce to orevaile thy inhun;auity? 
Ah Plivio! confider with thy (elif in reaſon (unl-fe 
exemp: ot all rcaſon) from whence rhou art ex 
trated : if thou {ay ( as thou canſt not deny) from 
the loins ofa woman , how falleth it chen out, 
thou dffcreſt from fo temperate a nature ? or, if 
thou alledge thy father to be a Centazre, or thy 
mother a Priſciraxe; no marvel thou art ſo perfidi 
ouſly enclined to their devilliſh diſpoſition. A 

Plivio ! recali thy ſenſes to the throne of Pity , and 
drown the rigorcuſnes of thy conceit, in the vaſ 
gulf of oblivion : Ler thy thoughts before thine 
eyes bearcthe Banner of lenity; and Jet theEnfigne 
of remorſe pitch his Tent in the Campe of thy cogi 
taflons : &, ungrateful Plivio, reſolve, that to tuc 
cour the diftcefſcd , is a point of good nature; ant 
£0 afſift a tormented Lady,is a fat condignely wor 
thy commendation. What though Por thy Cay 

eain hate her? is ic therefore con{ quent that tho! 
fhouldeſt loath her ? No Plivio,nogtet not the ſuſf 

cion of in humanity? obſcure the appearance of th 

benigniry ? nor let the thought of perverſe impiet) 
drown the apparition of thy flowiſhing — | 


{ 


but rather let thy C demonſtrative ) ations favour 
of courteſie, and Jet thy reſolutions be tempered 
with charity ; {v6 ſhall thy contemplations be «ſta- 
bliſh. d of the Saints for meer bountitulneſſe; thy 
Conceits accounte.! of all men for gratiuus DF11g- 
nity, and thy debonaitre nature of the gcas theme 
ſelves eftcemed tor blisfull Picty. 


LIpon the ground of which applaultble reſoluti- 
on, pricking forwards his vreaft with the anime» 
ficy 6: honour, he very refolutcly determincd to 
vilite Merſfiive. So that giving wings to his cour- 
2g, arid I:bcrty to his reſolution , bc immediately 
dircCtcd his courſe to the place where ſhe forrow» 
fully lay imprifoned : where he wes no ſooner cn- 
tered, but he might forthwith efpy her mourntully 
ficting on her Bed of miſery , having her face over« 
vailcd with a ſable $karf, as it ſhe partly loathed 
to ſee the appearance of dclightſome Phavus; when 
not {ecurely ſleeping, but rather dulctully lumber- 
{ng, bcing by his pace arouſed from her penſive 
contemplations, the forthwith clevated her (elf 
from her ſcat of ſorrow, and ruffling alide her skarf, 
diſcovered the whole ſubſtance of her [ingular Vi- 
ſage (as the moſt fair Pharbe being releaſed from the 
obſcurity of the darkſome clouds) from whence 
her radiant eyes diſplayed their ſplcndent influence 
as fixed Stars divincly ſeated in the ( bcautifall ficld 
of )celcitial Element, fo ſhe attending tis comming, 
he boldly approached her ( where with an humble 
reverence) after he had moſt courteouſlly ſaluted her 
he borded her in this (ort. 
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'70 THE FLOWER © 


Oft faire Pi inceſſe! Iam at laſt come to your 
deleQable preſence, asa guilty off:nder ro 
crave parcon for my forepeft crime,(in that T which 
wichin this Cafile may fom:thing command, have 
ſo long defercd trum affording you conſolation : ) 


. Bur (weet Merſilva ! my Captains command was the 


Rein that .(inhumanely ) with-held me from pro. } 
ſecuting my pretence; who being now departed to | 
the Court, if you pleaſe to walk into the Fields 
( or Gardens herenext adjoyning) to recreate your 
ſelfc in taking the freſhayre , 1 will accompany you 
afſuring you that if this Caſtle poſſ:ffe any thing 
which may pleaſure or ſerve you, you ſhall not on= 


ly command it, but my (vo;untary ) aſfiftance 
likewitc. 


Merſilva ſeeing this Cuunkaown) Gentleman prot- 
fer her fuch kindnefle, dying her Chriſtal Cheekes 
with a Vermilion biuſh, (which it ſcemed Hope had 
of purpoſe inſtantly ſent her ) very courteoufly re- 
turned him this applaufible anſwcr. 


Entleman, my vanquiſh'd Hope (which alrea- 

dy hath been cranſported to the brim of de- 
ſpaire') being now by Ne wind of your benigne 
newes again infuſcd within the ſtream of conſolat i- 
on, doth for this your debonaire courteſie render 
you many millions of aff: &ionarte thanks ; I, gra- 
cious Knight ! fince of ( unmerited) kiodneſfe you 
proffer me this ſweet comfort, I will not deny your| 
( Netter) demand, but account my ſelfe fartunate 
to enjoy theayre of the fragrant Ficlds. 
| Plivis 
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Plivlo perceiving how exceeding gl2d ſhe was to 
figne her priſon a generall a: quittane?, oo again 
how willing to walk in th: gardens j kitling his 
hand and. very kindly taking her by the arm, he 
conduged her by a Poft:rn gate (tnrough the 
Caftle) to the Fields, and trom thence to the Ar= 
bours of pleaſure; where Merfilva delighting to 
range from Bank to Buider, and from Fountain to ' 
Bower, leavingina minncr no place therein un» 
proſpetcd, ſheat Laſt arrived toa very ſumptuous 
Ciſtern; whoſe wals b.ing ot clear gliſtering Alaba- 
fcc and ſhining Marble, gave ſuch a compleat grace 
to Merfilva's (partial ) eyes, that her ſpirits at fo 
pleafant a proſpect did then receive the long lookt 
for motion of dclightiful contentment - fo at laff 
8 kcaring the deſcent of ſome iiſu.d ſtream Cwhict 
- {a8 ic ſeemed made a muſical acord, in falling tothe 
concavity of the earth) ſh- (tiking her car to be 
4 ber guide) began to trace about the circumference 
of th: atorefaid Ciſtern, waere ſhe torthwirti) eſpied 
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" W on theeaſtern (ide thercoi(lome Ell diftant one from 

the other )two ſtately Pillars of Duve-white Ivory, 
: being very curiouſly carv:d and bepirt about with 
" W divers ſpacious guards of refined Azure, wherein 
e: were cnameld both lovely Roſes, and fplendene 


« Starres Oi moſt beautiful and artificial ingeny ; on 
which Piilars tops ftoud two female lmages moff 


er induſtcioully painted, well reſembling the Graces, 
MW each holding in their outward hands a little Vane, 
* SY whereon one fide was painted Adinerva, and on the 
D other Diana;and joyning their other hands (which 


they elevated over their heads) did ſupport the 
2 | F, third 
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third Grace, bcing crowned with an Olymptan 
Garland, holding in buth her hands a Table ot Ce- 
leftial kue,ſeated in a frame of illuftrious Argent, 
from out whole hx globy Paps reſembling for 
whitcneflc the ſnow which dath imbrace the Pyreni- 
«an Mountains, ruſhed forth cleer Chiyftal ſpouts' 
of filver water; wherewith ſhe being with too much 
Joy for a whiles raviſhed, at laſt perceived (berwixt 
the rwo Pillars) a pretty conceited Geometrical 
door therein toenter,where entring ſhe ſaw a ſmall 
Mountain in form of —_— which did ate 
tain unto the rGp of the Ciſtern, from whence Na- 


ture - (being by divine inftin& commended) did 
yield forth full many a Vein of weeping water, 
which by degrees diftilled down the Rock, was 
laſtly through Pipee of Silver by ingenious art,moſt 
curiouſly conveyed ro the Graces Paps, which 
Merſilva (ceing (and ſhutting the doore) refolved 


rodepart; bur by chance ag.in thereon r(fl:Qting 
her fight (as unwilling ſo ſoon to take her fare- 
wel) andglancing her eyes at randome upon the - 
pertection of rhe upper Grace, (ſhe cither deluded 
with a ſhadow, frumpt at with a Fancy, or kowlT 
know not) immediately conceived that fhe ſaw her 
artificial eyes naturally refle& in the Model of 
their influence, and (o being in conceit induced 
that it was ſo, orelſe thinking that at the requeſt 
of ſome ſecond Pygmalion, the Goddefle Venw 
had with life likewife inſpired her; Shereſolved 
with her ſelf that the ſaid Grace alrhough how 
ſhe knew not) had interiorly ſome lively wn of 
Nature ſence, and 8pplying it as the illufion w_y 
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Fantafie dravc her, conjeRured that ſhe invited her 
(more near) to approach, In reipe& whereof, 
mounting #s ſtep which ſtood (very cloſe) before 
the Graces, ſhe chought. of them, but eſpecially of. 
che xppermoſt, ro have ſome ſecret conference: 
' Where being elevated fhe forthwith forgat her ſclf, 
Cas if ſome ſacred Deity had ſo before predeftinated 
it) andafter was inſtantly pur in mind of her dole- 
ful calamities, whercat wack lamenting, ſhe blufhed 
with ſhame in that ſhe had committed ſo fotriſh 
an abſurdity; when locking about her andnot 
ſceing Pl;vio there eſpying the blew Table which the 
Grace hc!d in her hand, ſhe from out her golden 
haire drew her glorious Head-hin, and fo cflaying 
and finding the tone tractable, (recalling her Muſe 
co her {orrowtul humour) in fair letters, Ala Re- 
exdaniſto, ſhe thereon inditcd this Sonnet. 


Fortune is ſrail and changeth with the wind, 
Riches doth fade and Beauty ſoon doth flie, 
Henour is drofſe, and Gl5ry now I find 
With Times inftin@ deth in oblivion die. 
Il hat then is Riches but a Summers ſhower ? 
What then is Beauty, but a Winters-blaze ? 
hat then 6s Honour but a withering-flower 2? 
Or vhat is Glory but the worlds amaze ? 
Riche' and Beauty, Honour,Glory,all, 
Are they nat ſujet to Times Deity > 
Tes time doth cauſe their ſplendor for to fall 
At the a@genement of bis Soveraginty. 


{bile thay Merfilve was overriewing the 
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of this ſumptuous garden, Plivio commanded a very 
llanc banquet to be there prepar'd;the which moſt 
indly in an Eglantine-Bower he preſented her : 
And to make her Cates feem the more pleaſant, he 
fo ordained that a Conſort of Lutes,rogether with 
three tender Eunuchs, ſhould (in her hearing) 
warbk: forth melodious harmony. So in this de- 
Ieftable manner for a whiles they deluded the rime, 
wherein Plivio never failed tro glance his eye on 
the ſweet Objet of Merſilva's Beauty y the which 
Cupid (at unawares) efpying, immediately bene 
his Bow and let fly an arrow, headed with 


Deſire, and feathered with affe&tion; which ſo 
forcibly hir Plivio to the heart, that he immedi- 
atcly fainted at the ftroak, ſo that now he ac- 
Lnowledged. no Goddefle but Citherea, no: Saint 
but Venus, nor no Lord but Love, ſo that his breaf 
being penetrated with the influence of amorous 


contemplation, after having recondudted Merſilva 
to the Cftle, he bying to his Chamber, alanc to 
himſclf breathed our thele ſpeeches - 


Ow now Plivio! what in a moment van- 

quiſhed in the field of Beauty? or hath Cupid 
ſuch power at the ficſt approach to penetrate thy 
breaſt with affe&ion ? 'can thy reſolutions, which 
were devoted to Befſona now ftoop to Venus, and 
ſomake (Laurel) Garlands in her praife, whereas 
heretofore thou difdainedf her ſociety ? what, wilt 


_ thou fondly imbathe thy Capacity in the ftream of 


Amorous contemplation, and(ſo albeit to thy pre- 


Judice) derote thy Oraiſons to che Altar of Lot? 


Beware, Parma! The Syrenes have ſweet yoyces, yer 
deceitful; the Panthers fair skins , yet Infeftious g 
and the Amazons beautiful faces, yet meer difſern» 
blers. What? Helen was fair, yet a Wanton; Thaie 
was lovely, yet lewd; and Simiramis, though cu- 
rious yet a Courtezan. Bur alas Plivio! One matter 
maketh not a Maxime; nor doth forepaſt examples 
include penerall ations : for ſpeak without par= 
tlality, and thy conſcience will plead,that as there 
hath been a wanton Helen, ſo a wiſe Gelliope; As a 
lewd Thais, fo a chaſte Lucretia; and as a vitious Se- 
miramis, fo a vertuous Suſanna : therefore Plivio, 
retire not with ſhame, but advance with valour; 
(For. as the Poets report, Faint heart never pluck'd 
fruit from the tree of Love: ) Confider Plivio, 
with thy (elf, what Merflvais; and then as 1o the 
Mirrour of Veiity, thou ſhalt perceive her to be, 
of Deſceni.a Princefle, of Qualities a Queen, of 
Beauty an Ange], andof perfection the onely Phe- 
nix of her Sexe. Who then but would likefuch a 
Virgin ? who then but would love ſuch a Paragon? 
Nay,who but would (upon the altar of Humanity) 
ſacrifice his life in the behalf of fo ſweet a Saint ? 


Thus /embathing his Capacity in the ( Near) 
Aganippe of Amorous contemplation, and fola- 
cing his ſenſes in the (Tempe) ftream of Merſilua's 
Beauty, he remained fo tofticated in conceit, that 
no plaudite could pleaſe him, but the Idea of his fair 
Miftreſſe; no thought content him unleffe ſprung 
from her majcftical vertue; nor no imagination 
gclight him, unlefſe derived from the pure _— 
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76 THE FLOWER _—_—_—_— 
of hex rareperfetion : So a3 burning with defire 
to diſplay his pretence, heat laſt with a tremble- 
ing reſolution indited this Letter , which (by a 
cruſty Mcfſrnger ) heſent to faire Merfilva, the 
Heavenly QuEEN of his Humane imaginati- 
One. 


Weet Lady! I heretofore infuſed this period te my 
a I Reſolutions ; Thet the power of Cupid was peeviſb; 
the Inftin5? of Love, lewd; and the Influence of Cytherea 
vicious. Butnow, deare Merſilva, ( aud therefore d-are, 
becauſe Meriilva ) beving ſent the eyes of my Capacity to 
rang upon the ſuperexcelent ſoyle of your Beauty , and 
finding the Model thereof to be repleated with the 
phyſnomie of Majeftical prace, I was inſtantly fo ſur- 
priſed with a Favourable cenſure , That abandoning 
my former inveFive cruelty , I forthwith bent my 
devotion to the Altar of your flouriſhing excellency ; 
Wherefore, amorous Princeſſe! ſince I repoſe the prime 
of my delight , in contemplating upcn the Idea of your 
rare perfeion , and derive my cheifeft ſolace from the 
lovely Index of your anpelical Perſonage , by ſo much the 
more ſeek to counterveile my love with t be rec ompence of 
your freendſhip : and let an applauſible anſwer be the (me- 
ritorious ) guerdon of my conftant fidelity. I will not in 
depainting my paſſions, ſeekto tofticate your conceits with 
( the prolixitie of ) a tedious Epiſtle; becauſe the report is, 
Many words umbrage deſimulation : therefore ſweet An- 
gel of my breaft, and goddeſſe of my cerebroſity, (TI beſeech 
you ) penetrate your cepecity with this brief principle, that 
Plivio muſt perforce eitber afe Merfilva,, or bate hin- 
{elf ; end ever account Merſilva till eternity to be the fan ; 
vine) 


Bonnet, heforthwith accompliſhed his Ladies come 
mand, Plivionot knowing from whom ir came, 
very bufily unript the Seals, and ſo without fur 
ther prolixity of literature-introduCtion , he di- 
refed his ſightto the Signers name; where finding 
the conſonants of Merfilva to becharactered, whe» 
ther his thoughts were then obſcured with divine 
conceits, or his. breaſt repleniſhed with many ra- 
viſhing contemplations: I refer the cenſure theres» 
of to thoſe Gallants which have likewife enjoyed 
the eſſence of the like ſacred tenuity : Yet ſurelI am, 
chatthe fight of this divine peahne did not onely 
ſolace our diſpairfull Plivio, but likewiſe infuſed 
a ſudden encouragement to his rormented malady; 
that imbracing the Epiſtle in his nand, he very often 
Kiſt the NeQar-oracle of Mer/ilva's name, and with 
many pearled tcars,; ſeconded with affeCtionate 
fighs, inftancly paid thercot the Bien venue. But at 
laſt, calling his thoughts ro a retreat, and ſound- 
ing the drum of Diſcretion to refreſh his ſenſes, he 
orderly mounted the ſteps of the Letters preamble, 
and {o with the Sun again deſcending, overyiewed 
fincerely thereof the ſubſtance; which being not 
contrived to his humours complexion, nor com- 
Ren after the faſhion of his diſtempered fancy, 

einftantly raged and tormed, as it the demonſtra= 
Uon of his fumes were to be prefented upon the 
Theatre of folly ; ſometimes he would famp,.and 
In a moment Rare, as if his braing had been beſotred 
with a lunatick frenfie; then curſe Cupid becauſe 
E- was contrary to higcaterpriſe; atid yet ipflante 
ly yield mapy milljony of chanks to gracious Vee 
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nus for inveſting him a ſeryant to ſo ſweet a Miftreſl 
when repeating the name of Mer/ilva, he would 
thereat quietly fir down and {lumber, as though 
che Deity of that ſacred word had ſome charming 
authoricy to Jul him affecp; and agaiþ riſe, and 
with deref}able reproaches rebuke his eygs, becauſe 
ehey fo unfortunately anchored upon the Sand of 
Merfilva's Beauty. The Page being all this while 
ſpeQaror of Plivio's tormented paſſions;and Knows 
ing that it was onely his Miftrefſe Mer/ilva's retuſal, 
which begict him in that perplcxity; inftantly 
Cleaving him to his paſſions) departed, when be- 
ing arrrived to his Miftrefſes preſ.nce, he failed not 
In the higheſt degree to depaint her the manifefta- 
tion of the Gentlemans malady as alſo the melan« 
. choly humor of his perplexed calamity. Which 
Merflva no ſooner underſtood , but being atreſh 
inflamed with his affe&ion, ſhe very ſuddenly in 
her Princely breaft conceived a motion of remorſey 
being exceedingly ſorry that her occaſion ſhould 
adminifter the ſparks of his aggravation : when ſe- 
arating her ſelf from company, ſhe betook her to 
be Cloſer (refolving to breath our her pafhons tg 
her alone)where ſhe was no ſooner arrived, but the 
Princeffe 4thelia knocking at the doore, came to 
affe the time with her, as alſo to invite her ſelf 
or that/night her Bedfellow. Mer{ilva ſmothering 
up her {ſorrows under the mask of a merry countes 
nance, bade her (outwardly ) welcome (For her in+ 
ward contemplations ranged upon the Jdea of Pli 
vio) And ſo they with familiar dalliance, and 
friendly conference deluded the time, till Suppyl# 


being done,and the skies overvail'd with the cano- 
py of obſcure night, they both betook themfelves 
co their B:d; where both, bur ſeſpecially Merſilva) 
ſlept wich a watchtul countenance, (as having theic 
concelts tracing upon their Favourices perfe&ions. 
Till ſplendent Aurora, the joyful mefſenzer of Phe- 
bu, haclno ſooner In combate conquered the vaſtal 
Night, and ſo given the ſable Clouds a valorous 
overthrow; but radiant Titan cranſpicrcing his 
darcs through their Damask-curtains, early 11 the 
morn,made Merſitva ariſe; who without any noiſe 
(leaving Athelia in bed) apparcllcd her ſelf, diceQt- 
Ing her courſe to the Fields, when circumfetencing 
divers pleaſant Meadows, ſhe at laft arrived to a 
fragrant Mountain, where not onely fining that 
the Spring did prefent her with a delicious um- 
brage, bur alſo that Phxb1s had there exh:1cd the 
Balmy-drops from the tace of Flora ſhe = love- 
ly (on the verdanc grafſe) moſt majcftically lay» 
ed her down, (having « buſh of Eglantins branches 
(interlaced with Couſlips) in her hand; not onely 
eo repuiſe the Rayes of ard-nt Olympus, but allo 
co keep off the Gnats and Bres which delighted 
& range upon the bloomy Roſes of her Damask- 
cheeks; where penfively contemplaiing with her 
fenſes,ſhe ar laft breathed out theſe ipeeches : 


' A H Merſtvathow are thy conceits mow ſuddenly 

A caught in the ſnarcs of affef&tion ! and how are 
thy delightful pleaſures now diverted to amoro us 
paſſions! Can the model of thy capacity , which 


f &eretofore could receive no impreftiov become now 
Gs G f ; _ traable 


n«s for inveſting him aſeryant to.ſo fx rect a Mi 
when repeating the name of Mer/ihva, he would 
thereat quietly fir down and lumber, as though 
the Delty of that ſacred word had ſome charming 
authoricy to lul him affecp; and agaiþ riſe, and 
with dereffable reproaches rebuke his eyes, becauſe 
ehey ſo unfortunately anchored upon the Sand of 
Merfilva's Beauty. The Page being all this while 
ſpeQaror of Plivio's tormented paſhons;and know: 
ing that it was onely his Miftrefſe Mer/ilva's retuſal, 
which begict him in that perplcxity; inftantly 
Cleaving him to his paſſions) departed, when be- 
ing arrrived to his Miſtreffes preſ:.nce, he falled nog 
In the higheſt degree to depaint her the maniteſta- 
tion of the Gentlemans malady; as alſo the melan- 
. choly humor of his perplexed calamity. Which 
Merflva no ſooner underſtood , but being atreſh 
inflamed with his affe&ion, ſhe very ſuddenly in 
her Princely breaft conceived a motion of remorſe 
being exceedingly ſorry that her occaſion ſhould 
adminifter the ſparks of his aggravation : when ſe 
—_— her ſeif from company, ſhe betook her to 
er Cloſer (refolving to breath our her pafſions tg 
her alone)where ſhe was no ſooner arrived, but the 
Princeffe 4thelia knocking at the doore, came to 
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'Þeing done, and the skies overvail'd with the cano- 
py of obſcure night, they both betook themfelves 
co their B:d; where both, bur ſeſpecially Merſilva) 
flept with a watchtul countenance, (as having theic 
concelts tracing upon their Favourices perte&ions. 
Till ſplendent Aurora, the joyful mefſenzer of Phz- 
bu, haclno ſooner in combate conquered the vaſtal 
Night, and ſo given the ſable Clouds a valorous 
overthrow ; but radiant Titan tranſpicrcing his 
darts through their Damusk-curtains, early 1n the 
morn,made Merſitva ariſe ; who withour any noiſe 
(leaving Athelia in bed) apparellcd her ſelf, direCt- 
Ing her courſe to the Fields, when circumfetencing 
divers pleaſant Meadows , ſhe at laft arrived ro a 
fragrant Mountain, where not onely fining that 
the Spring did prefent her with a delicious um- 
brage, but alſo that Phxbus had there exh:1cd the 
Balmy-drops from the tace of Flora ſhe _ love- 
ly (on the verdant grafſc) moſt majcftically Jaye 
ed her down, (having a buſh of Eglantins branches 
(incerlaced with Couſlips) in her hand; not onel 
eo repuiſe the Rayes of ard-nt Olympus, but alto 
ro keep off the Gnats and Brees which delighted 
£ rayge upon the bloomy Roſes of her Damask- 
Cheeks; wher: penſively contemplating with her 
fenſes,ſhe ar laſt breathed out rhelſe ipeeches : 


'AH Merſitvathow are thy conceits now ſuddenly 
A caught in the ſnarcs of affe&tion ! and how are 
thy delightful pleaſures now diverted to amorous 
peflions! Can the model of thy capacity , which 
ofore could reccive no impreftion become now 


_ traable 


traftable to receive any 


princ ? and muff thy tendes 
breaft be {ſo ſoon given over 


toaffe&aion ? 


Which words hc had no ſooner uttered, but ca» 
Ring aſide her feght, fhe might very plainly perceive 
acr (unexpet:d) Plivio approzch, whereicat exe 
cecdingly bluſhing becauſe ſuch fortunare news ine 
charmcd her purpled blood co affemble) ſhe imme» 
Gdiately prepared herſelf ro entertain him ; who be« 
Ing arrived (as the Prealudium of his blisfulnefſe) 


imodoldned himſelf to kiffe her, wherein he {o exqui» 
fitely iclighted,that he abſolutely reſolved, her co} 


ral i had atrraftive power, on ſo ſweet a ſoyle 
to make his domcftical demeur; but at Iaft recalling 
his ſenſes (cthuugh unwilling to depart from ſo ſa- 
cred a ſolace) and fitring her down oR a proper 
bank ) which the Lady May had made the more pleas 
fant in beftowing for his recogniſance a uerdant li- 
very) regarding her very lovingly, and firaining 
her modcfly by her Lily hand,ac laſtCthough affe&i- 
on a long time had made is _—_ filent) wich 
a trembling Rhetorical voice he laid his fiege in 
this ſore, 


Oft beautiful Merſilva | My humane eyes no 
| ſooner refleCed their _— upon the wad 


ſoyle of your divinc beauty, but Timmediat 
my breaſt inſpired with the ſudden flames of loveh 
Citherea; the which in r:tpeCt my abruprt Epillie 
can hardly relate, I aw! now on purpoſe came to 
preſent my falthiul ſeryice ro your ſacred benjgnit 
proteſting that in hears I alone adare your exqulſit 


cly felt} 


"elf, a3 the Celeftial Image to whom I bind and con- 
ſecrate my earthly devotions : therefore, faire Mer- 
Iva, I beſeech you to return my Love affe &ion, my 
Courtefie kindneffe, and my Suie acceprance, that 
WF riumphing over fortune, I may give deſpairea - 
* HH farcwel, & ſo again cheriſh my afflifted hope, with 
WF thcjoy which your dcleCtable (elt ſhall ingenderin 
- WF my more then joyful imaginations. 


) Mer/itva well noting with what zealous afﬀfc &i- 
1-89 on he pronounced his ſperches, could inſtantly 
0-8 have found in her heart to condiſcend to his ſo 
1 reaſonable requeſt, but ( though tranſported with 
<8 Louc ) thinking ſo ſoone to yi-ld, were in her ſer 
4-8 a point of imprudcncy , ſhe at lafl framed him this 
an anſwer. p 


LIVIO} Thefaircft flowers do commonly 
harbour the fowleſt waſps; and where the 
fream ſeemeth moſt deleQable, it is often moſt dan- 
> erous z {weet words are but counterfeit ſhadowes 
bo deceit; and when the skye fecmeth cleere, it 
commonly preſageth a form, Men in theſe dayes 
reſemble the pictures of Janus, which can fit a co» 
four for gvery countenance, and afancie for every 
favour; therefore as I will truſt none, fol mean. 
got to try any; leſt repoſing confidence unadyt- 
fedly, Ibuy repentance tvo deare, and ſo diſcreri- 
on comming too Jate, cry peccavi out of ſeaſon. 
Diana's maxims in wy capacity arenot ſo ſoone e« 
vaporated, neither will I fo prqudice my quality 
ado account Venus my patronelley in the — 
Ei ev | G2 | 
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of <xprri:ncel daily fee the downfal of divers, in 
reſpect whereof, by others harms 1 mean to be» 
ware, Therefore, Flivio, if thou leavet thy ſuir, 1 
will perchance love thee as a friend; or, if the 
contrary, 2furcdly hate thee as an encmy. 


Plivio perceiving his Saint to fight alwayes un- 
der the Banner of crucley , ( asalſo that ſhe helg 
his fidclicy in ſuſpe&t) Having his tofticated Muſe 
Inguloh'd in the Ocean of perplexity , did alon 
Lime remain filent ; but again reflefing his —_— 
upon the daintinefſe of her (cxcelling) beauty, be 
roulng biz (pirics, anſwered her as followerh. 


V V* y faire Merſilva, one Swallow makes not 


a Summer , nor doth forepaſt matrers in- 
clude future maxims : AﬀeR&ion cometh by deftiny, 
not by device; and is therefore natural, not arti- 
ficial; ic is hard to cenſure of my qualities by os 
thers conditions , and very dithcult ro judge ot ww 
aff:&ions by othcrs infidelity ; therefore becauſe 
you miftruſt that many circumſtances overvallein- 
conftancy, 1 will ceaſe onely with this ſincere pra+ 
teftation ; That my Love to Merjiive is firm , not 
fickle; faithfu), nor fained; and ſo grounded up- 
on the rock of immoveable, intire amiry., that as 
my dayes ſhall demon ftraze wy | erpetual aftetion, 
ſo my 6cath ſhall reftifie my immortal Fid:lity, 


Afer/ilva underfianding this his conftant reſolu- 
tion, ( as being penetrated to the quick with the 
dart of Cupid) immediatcly biuſhed in fuch amo- 

rous 
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rons ſort, that ſhe could ſcarſe refrain from con- 
deſcending, to his demand ; burat laft danting ter 
Vermilion complexion with a modeft counte- 
nance, ſhe bricfly returned him this ſharp Repiy. 


VV Hy Plivio, it i: high time to impoſe a con- 
cluſton ro our conference, (inc: the theams. 
whereon you deſcant proceedeth from folly; for if 
you conjecture that my conceits will ſtoop to the 
{ alluring ) baic of Love, you dec: ive your Rope. 
ith a vain abſurd imagination, and onely with 
e Maftiffs of Ciram bark againſt the Moone. Whay 
T vutwardly ſpeak:, I in heart inwardly prefup. 
poſe; therefore ground the Anchors of your ſpeech 
in the ſands of ſilence; and preſume not to Pre- 
ſent her wich che Pils of your Love, which «fecmg 
not any way of your afkc&ion. 


Here perplexed Plivis was on the point to an- 
wer her Poetry. But Merſfilva perceiving by the 
nutability ofhis countenance, to what harbour 
]e ftill direed his courſe; very ſintdainly with- 
pur taking Conge, departed ; where leaving him 
© his perplexitics, and her to her paſſions, we will 
dra while erre from their proceedings, anda lite 
ecatreat of Prince Medors adventures. 
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F THE FLOMER 
SSELHISSOSESSESESSESSESSESESS 


Rince Medor,as before you have heard,having 

gotten the good will of the Princefle Floring, 

and ſctled his affeRion in the ſoyles of her 
memory, was In the prime of his hope and entrancy 
of his expeCation Gadirared by King Agenor her 
Father , becauſe he utterly denied to match hit 
Daughter with himyin reſpe& of an ancient quarrel 
betwcen Medors Father and himſelf. So that Meder} 
ſeeing he could not obtain his purpoſe, nor fo 
much as conferre with his defired Florina , (becauſe 
the King her Father had to that effe& conveyed her 
ſecretly ro the Country, he immediately ( perwig: 
ing his Capaciy with Honour) reſolved fora 
whiles to traye) , hoping that the influence of time 
would raze out the refidence of the Kings indigna 
tion : Soas afſummoning his wits to appeare be 
fore the Theatre of Diſcrerion, he at laſt determined 
by Seca to voyage to the Ile of Madagaſcar , there to 
remain with his Uncle Duke Aipbonſo, But yet, 1 
departing withour Conge of his Saint , ſhe might 
mericoriouſly rebuke him of ingratitude, he d: 
termined to ſend hera Letter : and ſo taking is 
and paper,' the tears ſtanding in his cyes, he wrot 
£0 this cffe&. 


Tothe moſt fair Princeſle FLoRINA, 
__ Flternal Contentation. 


K'Weet Lady! Deſtiny reſolving to metemorphoſe on 
pleaſant Netar into bitter Aconitum, bath ar 4s 
F l. 
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infligated the King your Father, to bind his imedtive nie | 
lice againft our mnecency : So that dear Florina) I 
muſt depart, and being conſtrained to lofe the paradiſe of 
thy angelical perſonage , live, I know not where in the 
Acheron of exatt Hell; Oh Camelion Fortune! not 
faithfull in any thing,but in «abſurd infidelity! How cgn 1 
live without fixing mine eyes upon the Beauty of faire 
Florina ? andlofing her fight, bowcan I demeure 
this vainearth, without drowning my {elf in the brinifÞ 
tears which diſti!) from the Conduit of mine eyes ? But 
J ſuch (fair Princeſſe !') is my fortune, ng! unfortunate for- 
ture, becauſe the Gods in the Synod of their reſo!ntions 
bave impoſed it for a period to commence my miſ.ry ; nay 
more then jo, T think.ratifted it for a plague to impale me 
within the i of enal:ſſe diſconſolaticn. 
But ſweet (Fiorina!) in what deſclate pace foever IT 
ered! my reſidence, my contemplatons ſhe!! range upen the 
Idea of your Beauty, and my Capacity ruminate upon the 
Phy (nomie of your perfeFions : For in the Cloſet of my 
diftempered breaft I will eſtabliſh the Imege #f your ſweet 
Perſonage ; and daily upon the Altar of Love facrifice 
Wicalding fighs, in teflimonial of my immovable affef7rng 

Therefore, heavenly Paragon of my Capacity, and earthly 
 Oucen of my imaginations, pluckup your courage from the 
mofundity of ſorrow, and reſolve, that maugre the treg« 
chery of fortune, or the cruelty of the fates, I will ſhortly 
return, end defpight deſtiny crown our amity with the trie 
wmph of contentation, Therefore, ſweet Florina, 1iS 
ain 1 am bleſt by enjoying the celeftial ſubſtance of youp 
acred preſence, I will reſt as I am (and till death mean y6 
= 6e) that iz,ever conftent to Florina, or alwayes faithleſſe 
1,00 to my ſelf. Your vowed and devoted 
G 4 Servant Kledor ' 
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Which having ended, he forthwith delivered tc 
a Gencleman of his to convey; and ſo at Galathis 
finding-a ſhip ready to fct fail for Madagaſcar, he 
_mmediately thereia departed ; where being a Jong 
time floating upon the back of Nerew, and having 
paft the Iile of Maio Cape Verd, and Cape bone fortune, 
he was at laſt betwixt the Bay St. Arne and 1ile Fer- 
nando, overtaken by a cruel tempetuous ſtorm; 
which continuing along time, forced them to ftop 
at L' Golpho Delfe: in Africa; where getring rhe 
ſhore, and finding himfelf weak by reaſon of his 
ſca-ficknefſe, he inſtantly vowed there to make his 
demeur, and fo taking leave of his ſhip-maſter, 
and bcftowing his liberality upon rhe Company, 
he there betook himſelf (as aforeſaid) to eret his 
refidence; 151] at laſt being advertiſed ty a Merchavy 
of Tormene,that the Court of Zanfara was the Ren- 
dezvouz of the flower of Chivalcy , he determi- 
ned thither to trave] : Ia which journ:y, ſome 
| ten Leagues from the Court, by chance ftraying 
Into a Forreſt, and arriving to a ſolitary Corrage, 
Mhoſe fituation in all things correſponded with 
his diffaſtcful paſſions, he (all prepoſitions to the 
contrary) reſolved there to make his -bode; the 
berter to _—_ the doleful time whiles he was ab- 
ent from his fair Florina, (For to a lover ſeparated 
from his Saint, there is nothing ſo agreeable, as ſ0+ 
licarinefſe, which alwaycs prients him opportu- 
nity to record his amouro's paſhons apart.) And 
the better to mask his ſecrecy from the ſight of 
neighbouring ſpeftators, be ſhrowded himſelf in 
a Hermites weed, ſeeming outwardly to all pafſen- 

| gersy 
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pers, the chief inhabitant of that vaſtil] Grove * 
where torgetting his formerdignity, and ſolacing 
himſelf with the remembrance of his tair Florina, 
he along time lived as a man which had forſaken 
the alluring jollities of this fickle wor!d, devored 
his ſoul to the onely enjoying of celeſtial felicities. 
Bat love which till pierced him to the quick (with 
the beauty of his Miſtrefſe) would not fo abandon 
this her amorous favourice, bur fo tyrannoufly in- 
toſticated his conceits with ardent flames of afﬀfe- 
Aion, that thinking to ſleep, Cupid would permit 
Morpheus no entertainment; but enforced him di- 
vers times to ariſe, and Roy forch his paſſions 
in afficmation of his fidelity : where amonegft many 
Sonnets and Elogies which he penned in memory 
of his abſent Florina, 1 will not omit to relate 
theſe three following z becauſe they are partly in» 
cident to che accompliſhing of this aur Hiftory. 

The firſt he framed in an arboury adjoyningto 
his Hermitage, which difplayes the Beauty of his 
Saline, to thiseffe&t following : 


= - 


ThepidQureof Florina far, 

Within my breaft doth finely ſoring 
Her lovely ſelf and beauty rare 

Unto my ſenſes joyes doth bring. 


Her ſweet delightful colour pure, 
Unto my throbbed thoughts doth ſend 
Some bope of conftant love |ecure, 


Which dainty Love I fill attend. 


Her conftent Eyes like Starres moſt bright, 
Dotb alwayes ſhine within my minde. 

Her Lily bew and lovely ſfrght 
Printed within my breaft I find. 


Her cherry-Cheeks of teint moſt fair, 
Jn ſnow white fields doth lurk, and lies 
Her coral-Lips like paſtures rare, 
Doth force me there for food to flie, 


Her azured Veins Like Rivery pure 
| Through dainty ſoyls deth fleet and run, 
Her ftender Wafte did ſoon procure 


My ftedfaſt love long ſince begun. 


Her fpeech moſt ſweet unto my mind = 
At all timesea{e for grief dotb ſend ; 
Her pretty pace, behaviour kind, 


Likewiſe ſome ſhew of love doth lend. 


Her medeft grace, Vermilion hue, 
Like Elaret- colour fair doth ſhew ; 
Her /clf, her ſight,and ſmiles moſt true, 
In love with ber did make me grow. 


Her Beauty fair at firſt eſpie 

Infor” d my mind her ſelf to love : 
Therefore Florina, till T die, 

Moſt conftent to your ſelf Ile prove. 


The ſceond,approving his Conftancy, he coyned 
bo his Cloſet, which was as followed 5 —@— j 
, : of 


- 


_ OO STETNT gy 
Tow little Birds, flie ſwiftly to my Dear, 
And there unfold mpaithfall conſtancy : 
Tell her, my loyal Love ſhall firm appear, 
And whiles 1 live, all others I defie : o 
Unfold my minde, and make ber know for ſure , 
Her Grace and Beauty did my Love procure. 


Tou whiſtling Winds, go tell my Miſtreſſe fair, 
That ftill tif death her Beauteows ſelf I lows; 
Diſcloſe ts her, that firſt ker taint moſt rare 
To Cupids {are my tender Breaſt did move : 
Vow, ſwear and plead by right of reaſons law, 
That firſt ber fight my Breaſt to love did draw. 


 Tou Sun-bright Beams of Phazbus pplendant light, 
When with your golden Haire through azured Skies 
Tou wipe the Dew from dainty flowers bright ; 
Go tell my Miſtreſſe, that her piercing Eyes 
At firſt proſpet did ſo my beart inchain, 
That conſtant to her ſtill Tmuft remgin. 


You pleaſant Flowers which in fair Gardens ſpring, 
Relate unto my ſweeteſt Saint meſt fair , 
That ftiff her abſcence doth annoyes me bring, 
 Andalwayes doth my joy with grief impair : 
Go plainly tell that when I boſe ber ſight, 


My Sin is ſoon obſcur'd with derkeſome night. 


Tou ſtately Ieods, inform my Phoenix faire, 
That on your lofty verdant trees moſt tall, 
T bave with faithfull Pen, « wel elſewhere, - 
- Engrav'd ber name which firſt did work my thral, L 
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And written for ber ſake ful many a rime, 
In dainty morn of lady May's chiefprime. 


TeuValleys fair, in midſt whereof doth run 
Sweet ſilver ftreams of dainty water pure: 
Gotel! my goddeſſe, that my love begun, 
Till death, and after death muſt needs eudure, 
Run ſwiftly, run, and ſweer, till final end, 


A thouſand ſighes for ber ſweet ſake I ſend. 


The third is the deſcription ofa Dream, which 
he in his ſleep conceived to this effect : 


When darksom night began to veſt qpace 
Her Ulie Mantle on the Sun-brig ht day; 
WhenClouds obſcure refolv'dto ran their race, 
And with the pale-fac d-Moon to fport andplay z 
Lo then, even then as ſlumbering on my Bed, 
A lovely Dream ore-whelm'd my drowſre bead. 


Me thought T ſaw my Florina fair 
Sitting alone in princely modeſt fort, 
Fithm the circuit of a golden Chaire z 
Where with her tears ber beav-nly baire did fport, 
In night attire, a Corf of Holſand pure, 


Whereas ſbe figþ'd, and ſometimes ſlept ſecure. 


of Cloke of milk-white Damaſk did ſhe beare 
All lin'd with azured Sattin end for end ; 
nd likewiſe under that, a robe did wear 


Of bluſhing skarlet, which did to me ſend LE 


—_—" >) 


The fight (fair frgbt ) of Velvet Slippers pure, 
Wherein ber naked Feet did reft endure, 


Her Colour pale, and yet as Chryſtal clear, 
Did freſhly ſhine within her Angel jace z 
Her cherry Lips whereon delight did pear, 
Again did deck ber hue with lovely grace y 
| Grace ſo compleat, as Art can never blame, 
Nor once the like Dame nature may not frame. 


And yet amid ft her Lily Cheeks did ſpring 
A bloomy Roſe of Crymſon ſanguine bue z 
Which fight unto my pladſom breaſt did bring 
Celeſtial joz.;, which did my hea 't ſubdue. 
Her fplendant Eyes like Stars divinely bright, 
Did ſbine moſt fair, within my fancies ſight z 


Sight which did force my trembling ſelf to trace 
Unto the preſence of my beautions Dear, 
Where when ſbe ſaw me with a princely grace 
She rous'd ber ſpirits, yet fraughted with ſome fear, 
Began to ſigh, ith' midſt ber fighes did ſay, 
0b, welcome Mzor | Feare fly now away. 


And then me thought, Ob ! I with arms outfpreed 
Did ſoftly take my faire Floriua kinde, 
Andlaid ber on her dainty maiden Bed 
Whereto in honeſt ſort 1 alweyes lin'd, 
Und gave her many «4 time a Chaſe ſweet hiſſe, 
pick then was ſole contentment of my bliſe ; 


Whereas fbe ſoon with lovely tears didpray, 
And praying bluſb'd, andbluſfng pray'd again, ._ 
That 1 would then Dame Honeurs befs ohay, 
And from all Venuxs-royes my ſelf refrain : 
Fhbereto at firſt, I ſoon did condeſcend, 
nd ſo intalk we both the time did ſpend. 


be ff 


At laſt in trembling ſort, ſhe faltering ſaid, 
Since (Parma )now theu baſt perform'd my will, 
And inſtantly my dear command vhay'd, 
No doubt hereafter thou ſpalt joy thy fill - 
For Jove will grant, where men aright require, 


In boneft ſort their chiefeſt hearts deſire. 


Which having ſaid, away ſpe clean did fade, 
®xite from my ſight in twinkling of au eye, 
| Hnd ſo from ſiumbering ſleep mine eyes ſoon made 
The freſh Aurora quickly to eſpie : 
When day was come, Thnew'twas but a Dream, 
| Whereof the thought doth breed me woes extream. 
| ' $4 wereto0o tedious to relate from point to poit 
the auftere life which P:ince Medor in this ſol 
tary Grove led. Therefore let this ſuffice : I? 
being peſtered with ardent affe&ionyhe finally you 
£d to devote the pilgrimage of his dayes to Florin 
ſervice, & protefted to adore her as the ſacred De 
tie ta whom hededicated the generality of bis t 
.reftcial devotions. Therefore feaving bim to 
diſconfolate living, and his tormented Conceitst 
be ſolaced by patience ; We will again intreat w! 
befell Prince Thalmo, and his fair Atbelig. 


HALMO, as you have heard, perceiving his 
Athelia to be alwayes devorcd to cruelty, and 
conjeturing with himſelf that ſhe trium- 
hed of his martyrdome, being overeome with 
om. and freughted with affeQion, could reap no 
reſt of his Conceits, untill he was made fortunate 
dy proſpe&ing the obje& of her fingular Beauty. 
So that reſolving to ſpeak with her, and knowing 
zer in the next adjoyning Aibour, he boldly ag- 
ancing his pace,ſaluted her in this ſort. 


| Oft fair Athelie! the nature of Planets is to 

have each his Influence : and thereforc 1 amy 
df purpoſe come, to know wither yuu are divert 
d from your accuſtomed crucity. 


Athelia bluſhing to ſee Thalmso preſent ; yet ſha- 
lowing her loveunder the mask of coyneflc, very 
on returned kim this ſharp Anſwer ; 


Ond Thalne | If Planets have power to tranſ- 

form manners, then I hope your old Folly is 
zetamorphoſed to new Diſcretion. For my part, 
remain as 1 wag accuffomed; and if you the like, 
hen as you came unlook'd for, you may depars 
zhen yeu pleaſe. 


Thalmo ſecing he was ſo peremptorilyanſwered, 
{Wroſccuced his purpoſe in this ſort following - 


Hy fair Athelia, ſhould Larhich from the birth 
of your firſt aſpe& bave been 40 you faithfn), 


my s* b | 
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become now to your Deity inconflant z Or wou 
o counſel me to divert wy tocepaſt affe&ion Int 
uture hatred? *' wn 


Whereunto Athelia replycd : 


THaow, thy hatred doth more pleaſ# me the 
thy affetion, and yer I care liccle for botk 
and for thy ſc} leffe. 


 Thalmobeing ready co anſwer her, was inftantl 
by Levina her Gentlewoman prevented, who can 
of purpoſe to attend her Miftrefſe; the which nc 
ſooner eſpied, but vailing his Bonnet with a ſor 
rowtul reſolution he dzparted,raging againſt Ca)j 
In reſpe& he had predeftinated him to ſerveſo c; 

cl a Miftreſſc: when walking aparrt in a private plac 
chere next adjoyning, he cſpied his Salnt Atheliatc 
dire& her courſe to the Court 2 by vertue wherto| 
re=entring the Arbour, and hying himſelf to th 
Bower, he therecſpiecd A Nolegay Which Athel 
bad left behind her; whereunto very often ſme 
8ng, heatlaft, at ſo fantaftical « Subjeft; indi 


thisenſuing Ditty. 


Say Crimſon- Roſe and dainty Daffadil, 
__FW#ithVioletblewz 

$ince you have ſeen the Beauty of my Saint, 
Andeke ber view : 

Did not ber ſight (fair ſight) you lowely fill 

. With ſweet delight | 

Of Goddeſſe grace and Angels ſacred taint 

In fine moſt bright ? | 


Fa), golden Prim-roſe, ſanguine Couſlip faire, 
With Pinck moſt fine ; {a 
Since you bebeid be V1jage of my Dear, 
And Kyes drome : 7] 
Did not ber gloky Front, und gliftering Hait, 
With Che-hs moſt ſweet, 
So gloriouſly like Damask flowers appear, 
The gods togreet ? 


ay, ſnow-white Lily, ſpeckled Gi ty- flower, 
With Daiſte gay, 
ince you have viewed the Queen of my deſire; 
In brave array: 
Did not ber Ivory Paps, fair Venus Buwer, 
With heavenly giee 
Df Juno's grace, conjure you to require 
Her face to ſee # 


Ws «7 Roſe, [ay Da#adil, end Violet blew, 


With Primeroſe faire ; 
ince you have ſeen my Nymphs ſweet dainiy-face; 
 Andgefture rare: 
D:d not, bright Couſlip, bloomy Pinck, her view , 
White Lily, ſhine, 
C#b Gil'y flowers, and Daiſie, with a grace ! 
Like Sters divine ? 


Hiving thus breathed our his Paſſion upon the 
ragrant Nole-gay, and yctrtherewich nothing ap» 
lauſed, continually burning in conceir, to ſee his 

re Atvelia abſent, ke at laſt, reſolved to finde her - 

cretly in her Cloſet : where very peatively cnrer. 


* - 
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ing, and not ſceing her there, finding her Standiſh 
on the Table direfly open; he on a fair Paper, 


which of purpoſe he brought with him, inditcd 
this enſuing Sonnet : | 


Earths onely Phanix, Ms of Modeſty, 
Angel of prace,pure Paragon of praiſe : 

Ab, from your breaſt now baniſh crzelty, 
That yet in fine,Jome bope I may eraiſe: 


Fair Saint, bright ſoveraign of my tender breaff, 
Sweet Nymph, dear darling of beavens Deity, 

Flow may my Muſe with endleſſe grief oprreſt 
Diſplay the pourtra&i of my miſery! 


Ab ſure, my Maſe, nor yet Parnaſſus trein 
Cannot relate my burning hearts defire s 

Beceauſe in Beauties fire I do remain. ( ſtroy. 
Fire, which I fear will lifeand breaft de- 


Will lovely fire deſtroy both life and «ll ? 

Then welcome death ſweet altor of my eaſe : 
Ab on thy ſacred influence Tcall , 

Becauſe thy tortures beſt my mind doth pleaſe. 


Come Death ! elſe, Dear, inveſt my ſuit with Love 
With Love which of your ſelf I do implore, 

That ſo your baſhſull ſweet conſent may move 
Jove's Deity my life for to reſtore. 


Elſe minion of my thoughts, fair Saint, farewel, 
Farewel my joy, my breaſts ſweet extaſie, 


' F . '& B 


k © And Cupid to the world now weeping tet, 
That firm and conſtant ts my Nymph I die. 


3 
| The which havingended, he very zealouſly kift ; 
and doubting whether ſhe would for that: night 
have occafion co uſe her Standiſh, rook the Sonnet, 
and laid it fairly on her milk-white Pillow; where 
falling on his knees, ard praying that his ſervice 
might be accepted, he ex tempore (as having his Muſe 


bedewed with the Chryſtaline water of AganippeJto 
himſelt uttered thele Verſes. 


Imperial Cupid ! on whoſe ſhrine 
I do preſcnt my Paſions rage, 
And to whoſe Altar I reſign 
My faithful love, which I engage 
Here on my knees I thee require, 
That my Athelia now may firtd 
This baſbful Sonnet, whoſe deſire On 
Is to enjoy an anſwer kind : 
And let bis ſight bave perfe& leave 
Her cruel Breaſt ts mollifie; 
That my pretence may once receive 
Some ſacred fign of amitie. 


es Which words pronounc'd, he(giving her dainty _. 
Chamber a folemn Conge) immediately directed his "5% 
courſe tothe Court; where he was no ſooner ar= * 
rived, but a ſuperbious Page apparell.d in crim- 
ſon, with a lofty reſolution, dclivered him theſe 

rov'd ſpeeches. Sir, Prince Almion my mafter,be- 
ng certified of the love thou beareft the Princeſle 
H 2 Athelia 


- 


«, Þ k 3 


' Athelia (affe&ting her beauty more firmly than thy 
ſelf) protcſtrth his Valour thy Kival;z and to the 
intent thuu ſh«lc know his couragious determing+ 
tion, he hath by me (ent thee this reſolute defiance, 
-which 1 hcre d liver thee. T':e which Tbalme + 
pening found to this cif. & therein contained : 


Hou proud Arabian ! Being by the wind of «true 

report informed of thy aſpiring affeftions ; and ſeeing 
thou takeft the Lady Athelia, to be thy Saint, which the 
werld knowetb I bave (with bonour) fo long ſerved : My 
courage diſdaining to digeftl ſo unpleaſant @ diſgrace, bath 
by v-rtue thereef ſent thee this defiance , communding 
thee, that as thou'pretend ft thy |: we to Achelia-feith- 
full thoy alsne in the Coſtle trench after Difiner (with 
thy Rapier drawn) meet me, where I will teach tby 
lewadn-(ſe tu cr oe my Love, and make thee know, that 
mn al! things, thou haſt abuſed thy agua And 
ſo -mpeGing tiy anſwer , together with thy acceptynce, I | 
reſt, 


Thy mortal Foe, 
AlnmianPrince of Calexii, 


 Thalms wondering to hear ſuch unexpeRed news, 
' a, and yet d'f{:iaining to be outbraved by any Zanferies 
WS Sci; buldly by his uwn Page returned him this 


"FE aniwe : 


Nderftanding (Almion ) by the tener of thy defiance 

that 1er my Love to Athiila, thou proffereſt we 

| Combate . Know that my nature is ſuch, the: 1 diſdain, 
for ber ſake is rejuje any; and join token of acceptance, 

| T here 


_ OF FIDELITY. IOr 
1 berewith ſend thee my Gantlet; aſſuring thee that if 
1 live, I will at the time and place aJigned meet thee, To 
demonſtrate that my affeflioen i ſuch to Ath. lia, that 
whileft I live, I will dedicate my love to ber Service; and 
neither thy velour (nor fear of death) ſhall raſe her re- 
ſemblince out of my memory : and ſo charging thee not to 
fail to accompliſh thy Promiſe; I in hope therecf re- 
wan, Thy profefid En« my, 
Thelma. 


The Combat (as you have heard) being appoive- 
ed, and the houre cc me, Thalms according to his 
promiſe failed not to preſent himſelf; where, in 
ſtead of. mecting his Rival Almicn, he was (theic) 
very treacherouſly encountered by a crew ot defpe- 
raic Ruffttans, which (of purpoſe) were there by 
Alien placed in an Ambuſcado to deſtroy him 
who ſecing th y fo ftrrcely approached him, in- 
Eintly began to fit himſelf to defend their fury: 
Where with a magnatiin:ous courage he dealt tuck 
gallant blows amongft them, that at fi: ft, not able 
to endure his manhvod, they were generally for- 
ccd to retire: but attei ſtretching thiic Veins, and 
redoubling their ftrength, they very valouroufly 
(as being d. ſperate ſervants) ficw upon him, where 


they ſo manfully brhaved themſelves that Thalrs 
notable to withſt:nd their force, was glad to cetire, ® 


and rake the CiRle wall for his defence ; where he 
ſo valtantly behaved himſelf, that for recompence 
of their treachery, he made many of them b-ar the 
badgc of his Cic:lian Blade : but in fine, their force 
bearing ſway , and their number azafterdome, he 
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peers. received many dangerous wounds; 
from whence ſuch abundance of his Vermil-blood 
diſtilled, that finding his body weak, and fecling 
his ſenſes fail him, thinking there was no way but 
death, falling to the ground, and gaſping as he 
thought his laſt, he in mcmory of his dear Atheliq 
breathed out theſe ſpeeches: © 


Lo now my blood fall teſtifie 
To ſweet Athelia's amitie, 

How conſtant Thalmo did remain, 
When death by life almoſt didgain, 


But now remark how fortune never failerh to 
aſſiſt fidelity! For Thalmo had no ſooner uttered 
theſe his ſpeeches, But Prince Plivio being there ina 
famber behind a Bank next adjoyning, hearing the 
name of Thabo repcated , immediately ſtarted up; 
and ſeeing the Prince his Couſin to be in danger 
amoneſt theſe rageful Rufhans, very ſuddenly (a 
having his breaft inſpired with part of his Aﬀeoci- 
ates calamities )ſt-pt to his aſſiſtance : where making 
way With his ſwordhe again lifted him on his feet, 
and ſo praying his Couſin to be of courage, ftept 
to his Adverſaries, where he diſtributed ſuch valo- 
rous payment amongſt them, that in fine they bc- 
ing ſome fled, and the reft vanquiſhed, hetriumph: 
antly remained Conquerour: which no ſooner 
he had finifhed, but with his beft art binding up hit 
Couſins wounds, he immediately conveyed him ro 
a zkilful Chyrurgion there next adjoyning, -com- 
manding him ta drefſc him with all care —_— 

aſtcy, 


P * - Ld : 


duftry; And ſo recovering a gallant Courſer, he 
ſpeedil poſt d ro the Court, and advertifing Athelig 
of theſe ſorrowful news, ſhe thereat (as being in 
conceit ſlain) immediately fell ro the gronnd in s 
trance. Plivio ſeeing the arrival of this unexpetted' 
era ical accident, bethought himfclf what was 
fictct to be done; and (o at laft calling his Lunacick 
ſen.cs before the throne of Diſcretion,he imployed 
his beſt diligence for the recovery of the Lady which 
very ſoon he «fc&ed, preying her to be of gaod 
comfort, for that there was no doubt tobe made 
of Thalms's hc:alth, The Princeſſe bein? therewith 
aliccle qualifi:d, for a whiles appeaſed her felf; y.c 
continually weeping to tee him ſuffer ſuch Cpain- 
ful) miſery for her ſake (and knowing ir 'was her 
«ffetion Which induced him to endure ſo deſperate 
a hazard) bethinking how to comport her ſelf in 
ſo tragical an enterpriſe, at laſt (ſhedding full many 
a tear in his memory ) ſhe reſolved by his friend 
Plivio to ſend hima kind Letrer, which as a Pre- 
(crvative-Mcdiatrix ſhould conſolate him in his 


malady ; and fo calling for pen and paper ſhe wrote 
to this effedt : 


To defolate THA L MO Salutations. 


Halmo ! If thou marvel to ſee the appearance of this 
my Letter; why, reſolve, it was the news of thy m;(- 
fortune which beth cauſed my affeion to put pen to peper; 
the which bath ſo repleniſhed my ſenſes with ſorrow, that 
I may even right-well ſay, there are — no Words bere- 


in contained, but bath been waſb'd with « tear, nor ne 
| » 4 fillablg 
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$Table but Eath been ſaluted with a fb. . Before min 
eyes, metkinbs, Paralius oth natural preſent 9 with 
the phyſnomy of thy misfortune ; and in the Cloſet of my 


concert, Apelles proffererh me the Idea of thy agg” ivatinn 


which untimely tragical probed doth (6 pierce ts te pro. 


ſuntity of my ſenſes ſorrowful imagination, that Talmsf 


eelt into tears. in that my ob.urd o'caſion (h:uld be the 
Adminiſter of thy prerudicial Arcident. Tet, valerow 
Thalmo! fince it 3s none but Athelia that is the oripi. 
nal Aﬀtreſſe of thy misfortun? ; why, in cou-teſre , bn-w 
that to the Confines of my power I will reſear.b the menny 
to recomp nce thy afeftions with [uh fri-ndly appl uſible 
maity , as either thou in ripht canſt wuh h: nour ab, crl 
in reaſon may with honeſty afford. In which mran time, 
till experzence demonſtrate thee what a den! 2-1» I have 
to congratulate thy yalorous ( and vortuows ) oafettions, 1 
abruptly end, continua:ly upon the Altar of Love ſacri- 
ficing many millions of penetential Orarſons fer thy Reedy 
Recovery : And ſoin hope thereof , recommending my 
ſorrows to your favourable cenſure, I unfaiguedly reſt, 
| ours a% her Own, 

ATHELIA, 

This Letter bcine conveyed by Plivis, and re+ 
ceived of Thalwe, did inflantly infuſe tuch encuu+ 
ragement to his defpairtul malady, that in few 
days he recovered : And contemplating in his 
breaſt on the courteous Epiftle which his deare A- 
thelia had ſent |,im, thought ſhe would ( or at leaf 
well might) condemn him of impudent ingrati- 
tude, it he vouchſafed not ro return hera corre- 
ſpondent Anſwer ; whereupon * nforcing himſelf 
ro fit up, he endited this eniving Letter ; 6d 
0 
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| Jy ſO fair Athelia, ( and therefore fair, becauſe 
© og 1.) Being fortunately preſented with the 
eſſence of your ( ſacred) Epiſtle , I mſtantly felt my foſtie 
1; cated ſenſes to be raviſhed within the Lifts of exquiſite 
o. Ml contentation : But dt laſt in trembling wiſe unripping the 
ol ſe«s, and peruſing thereof the ſweet NeQar- ſubſtance z 
be WJ nt wnly deemed my Concerts, but likewiſe my ſel to be 
uy  in2 an extaſie . tracing within the divine Eden of Elizi- 
ji. un : jou adminiftrmg that ſoveraign. Antidote to my 
preen wounds, I Find the vertu» thereof (o pleaſant, and the 
nature (o deleAable, that f wn a ſickly Patient Tam become 


ble WY & ſoung Perlonage , and from d dead Man in ſbew a living 
el Sevr in (btn. Therefore. fir Arhelia ponthe free 
ve, of Lone and altar of your abj-nce . I not only thank thee for 
ne MY tbe 1--eftubliſhing of my Eherty, but alſo for the reftoring 0 

1 MW my life : bitch benipn (nas blis'ul) Courteſie, my ſenſe 


#1 this world (hall be alwars mindts'l to requite, and my 


T1 
edy (jovle in the Cel-ftial paradiſe to come , never forgetf, I. to 
my conoratulite. The fervency of my faithfulleve,and the Ldes 


of your fair perfe trons . aoth hathe my Muſe #1 the ſtreams 
of difempered contempl tions : Therefore what I omit 
with ſilence , countervaile with a favorable cenſure; or 
I» t »aſſe urpoliſhed, reffife with a ſmiling conceit : vg 
ball my Muſe have @ meritorious ſulj-#t to acknowledge 
your bempni:y ; my ſelf « deſerved, inſtance to eternize 
your coyrtefle 3 and beth a deleable motive unfainedly 
toremain = 


Yours now and ever, 
THALMO. 
A. 


- .. Atbelia perceiving by this Letter, that he had for 
that time made the Bark of his courage double the 
point of death, being thereof exceedingly glad , 
could find no reſt in the Chaos of her joyful con- 
ceirs,untill ſhe had fix'd her eyes npon the (defired) 
Obj:& of his Perſonage, within whoſe incirculets 
remained her chicteſt ſolace : So that at laft finding 
2 fic opportunity, when both the King and Queen 
her Parents were abſent, (taking with her onely 
Levina) ſhe hyed her to the Lodge where ſhe was 
advertiſed Thalmo was refident; ang ſo being by 
the Lzdy of the houſe condutfted to his Chember, 
ſhe very modeſtly opening the door, entred. Which 
Toadlmo being penfively chere alone walking, | 
(having his Arm bound up with a Lavender-ſcarf, 
berokening hope) no ſooner eſpied, but he forth- 
with (as doubting whether waking or ina dream.) 
wentand imbraced her : where upon her Coral- 
lips, the ſympatky of th: ir affe&tion was of each 
part ſo celeſtially united,that their eyes attra&iuely 
reflcAing piercing aſpe&s upon each others fight, 
did (as ambaſſadours of Love)in the Cloſer of their 7 
breaft ſeck to confirm a mutual alliance : the con-f *' 
templation whereof forced their breath to bereave 
their tongues of the uſe of parlying; till at laſt 
when an amorous bluſh had given Conge to thar 
fo pleaſing encounter , Athelia (the tears ftanding 
in her eyes) began in chis ſort - 


ns. da... - MP Mr =o 8 i 


H Thalmo! The news of thy misfortune hath 
invited me hicher; and therefore marvel not 


at my unexpedted arrival : I am now of purpoſe 
come 


"4 
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' come to diſplay before thine eys the model of my 

love,and to make thy fight a proſpe&or of my chaft 
fidelity, which albeic the appearance thereofhath 
. been hitherto hidden under the mask of ſecrefie, 
'yert know (dear Thalmo) that thy forcible Vertue 
bach long fince made breach of my maiden affe&i- 
ons, and as the Avant Coureur of Cupid, hath buile 
his Tent in the proudeſt fituation of my amorous 
breaft. - | 


Thalme having his ears repleated with this bli(- 
ful news, ahd perceiving by the fervency of her 
method, that ſhe ſpake no more than Love did en- 

duce her; very inſtantly, as being reviſhed with 0- 
yermuch jcy, giving her the imprefſion of a ſe- 
cond kifkc, and ſottly ftraining her by her Lily- 
hand, very kindly returned her this courteous 
Anſwer. 


H fair Athelia ! thy divine ſpeeches hath brea- 
"A ched lite in my deſpairful perſonage; and 
likewiſe caufed my breaſt to rriumph over my fick- 
. neſſe, which I heretofore conjeftured would nor 
q | onely have conquered my concetrs, but alſo with 
Mtropos cut off the vital threed of my life : There- 
fore welcome ſweet Athelia to thy ſorrowful Thals 
- mo; 2nd millions of thanks to gracious Fortune, 

for inuefting mine Eyes with the ſweer ObjeR of . 
þ | your dainty Perſonage! But gazing on th: raricy 
of your Beauty, whithcr wander my conceits to 
Gel £re& Trophies in the Air, or Piramids in the Sky; 
that I forger my ſelf ſo much,as not to gratife = 
| OVeE 


. cred image of my telicity. 
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Love with reciprocall affeftion? but pardon n 
(Cweet Athelia, and aftribure che defelts of my cas, 
pacity to the diftempered contemplations of myfi 7 
imbecilicy; and, Athbelia, reſolve that I wiil bothfi © 
now and ever honour you as the immortall Sainty © 
of my Fortunacy ; adore you as the ternal god* 


defſc of my prolperity, and «ctccra of yuuas the (a 1 
O 


L 


Athelis being raviſhcd with the ſweer cadence of 
theſe his ſugar'd ſpeeches, in licu of his courtcts 


l 
returned him this kind reply : . - 


() Hy Princely Thalme, where there is nofſf! 
7 offence committed, the excyle enſucth offfi 
euſtome : therefore. thy a&ions having clearedſj4 
thee from imputatian ; fear not, for thy p=rdor li. 
Is already granted, in reſet wherereof, advance infſth 
Lore, and1 will proſecute in Aﬀe Aion; proccedfti 
an Amity, and I will correſpond in Friendſbip:Jfti 
The which ro app: ove, take here my heart and handſFa 
as the ftedfaft teal of my immortal conftancy; vowye9 
ing bef re the Imperial thione of H:aven, to «Raf 
liſh onely Thalme as husband within the your 
gard:n of my tender juvenility. 


Thelme efteeming himſelf exceeding fortunate 
the receit of this angelical ceply, In congratug: 
lacion of her protefted Amiry, returned her thif- 
joyiul Anſwer - 


— 0 


Thi 


_ "IT —_ = 
| " He gift ſweer (Princefle) of your ſincere affeQti- 

on, doth with blistul applauſe, ſo repleat the 
| influetce of my capacicyzthat in recompence there» 
of; I vow not enely to dedicate my zealous devos .. 
tions to the (ſhrine of your bright cxcellency, bug 
alſo ro fiſh my terreftial Pilgrimage in enrol- 
ling my ſelf a loyal Servant upon the marble-Stazuc 
Tof your maiden comtemplations. | 


Thus with. many amorous ceremonies they firm 
ly (each to other) contrattcd themſelves; and in 
ſuch affeRticnate ({ort, that neither the frowns of 
Fortune, the treachery ot time, or the Sugar of in«- 
of finuation, ſhould either blaſt the blufſlome of their 
flouriſhing friendſhip, or once daunt the appear- 
dJance of their iImmovablc fideliy : and the more de- 
nli- ioufly ro manifeſt their merriment, they ratified 
afjtheic reſoulucions with many heavenly kiffes. $0 
dAthat havirg brought this lovely Couple to a facred 
\:ottonement, we will fer a whiles leave them to the 
\({Paradite of their contemplations; and & little dif- 
ourſe ofthe ſtrange accidents which betsll wc La- 


\f 
24 Florin. 
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| as (as you have before heard) living 


ver 
ſorrowful in her defolate Caſtle, was at la 
by Agenor the King her Father commanded toff 
return to theCourt,(all delay to the contrary fct af} 
paert)wherat being exceedingly diſcontented(in re- 
lpe& the effe&ing thereof: would prejudice her de- 
votions due to her Dear Medor) ſhe very perempto- 
rily,as being a faithſul Amator of hix perteRion,ut- 
gerly refuſed chereunto to condeſcend; King Agenor 
her tather,being advertiſed of her fubborn reſoluti 
on,inftancly (ene forthPurſevante(perforce)ro bring 
her to the Court ; bn ſhe being before(by ſome off 
the Nobilicy her friends) therwith acquainted, 
«flummoned her wits to a parley how ſhe might 2. 
void her Fathers indignation:at laſt, knowing there 
was no other means for her to eſcape than co ſhroud 


if 


| her (elf under ſome Peafants Cotrage; forgerting|hi 


both ker Princely birth, and flouriſhing dignicy,ſheP: 
lafftantly maugre all concrary oppofations therc8 
unto, addreft her ſelf, ſo that reaping an exceeding}®! 
delight, to ſec the homely Shepheards lead theigth 
ailk-white flocks to the fragrant fields, as alfo, tc 
hear divers quires of harmonious Birde ( ar th 
fight of Titan co tarol forth their madrigale (1 
a long time there remained, as well contented as 
Dam(el in her cftate ( oppreſt with Love) migh 
till on a day, bearing a Shepheardefſe company tc 
theFiclds, dire&ly in an evenings etge, as Phe! 
was flying the Zenith of our Horizon te alight tt 
Antipodes,and filver Cyntbia beggn to polar out tl 
Pilgrims to their deficed reftzas theſc our rwe bo 


> 
In; 
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| ly females 'were. returning from folding their 
flocks, Florina hiding her (clf under; the Canopy 

{ ofa ſprouting Fig-tree, drawing out her Pen and 
df Paper (out of her Pocket) in praiſe of a Country. 


*{ life, indited this enſuing Sonnet. 


LAS 4 
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Court barbouretb Pride, whilſt Countrey doth retain 

* Inſtead thereof moſt rich bumility ; | 

ll InCountries ſoyl Love alwayes doth remain, 

1 Whilft Court doth nouriſhvicious enmity 

Ambition ftill in Court doth pitch biz Tent, 

And vows even there to make bis ſole demeure, 

Whilſt in the Countrey friendly ſweet content 
Delighfully in Peace doth reſt ſeewre. 


Which ſhe had no ſooner ended, bur perufing it 
j again and again, and finding no remembrance of 
a) her Meder therein circumferenc'd, blaming her cs- 
Jpacity for ſo oblivious an offence, ſh: at laſt with 
cas much ſpeed as her tormented conceies and trem- 
Jbling hand could afford, in his memory framed 


id theſe Verſes following. 


h Though fortune "reawe me of thy wiſhed fight, 


And creſſe my Love perforc *gainſt my defire ; 
Making my _— day, end day ſeem night, 
Add yet it both fill burn in endleſſe fire : 
eey rbough I flame, yet deth my ſoul pretend 

Mn benowring thy ſelf my life #0 end. 


q 


l 
|. 
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Though time detain thee from my troubled eyes, .. 


u _ Andſnond my ſelf from off my pale aſpe@1; _ 
| | 


Tet newer ſhall (defbight their force) my mynd 


* Ii-gly accorded; lo along they go ; the Shepheard- 


-- thediapred ficlds, (wherein remar 


Net in thy thonght my wangring bope relies, 
And in thy abſen.e writes loves antelle(is : 

Therefore deſpight of time tby Priely bue 

Shall cauſe my maiden- Love for ty renew. 


Though deſtiny reſolve for to compell | 
,. My ſenſe for to forget thy memory, 
Or ibink ts make my conſtant breaſt expell | 
The ſweet reſemblance of thine amity - | 

D 


Tet never ſhall bis power me once conftrain 
Sa wavering to my Mzdot to remain. 


el 

In fine, though fortune, time, and deſtiny, -If! 
Would bend their force iv make me leave te hy 
Or joyn in league of rageful unity (love, pt 


To cauſe me 10 my Mzxdor faithle 's prove: 


To other love than Mz4or's be imclun'd. 


The Shepheardefle ſeeing Florine had now ended, f; 
entreated her to repair home, whercunto ſhe wil» 


eſſe being repleated with C uutry-applauſe, andfg; 
fair Floring repleniſhed with ( diſtempered)) ama- 
rous contetnplation + bur long they rript not o're 

L the infidelity 
of Fortin: ! } bur as they were pleaſantly confer» ſha, 
ring together, they might behold a very young hh, 
Stripling which haftily drew cowards them, who þ,. 
being wich running almoſt outof breathyto the La» ſh;, 
dy Flerina uttered theſe ſpeeches : | rot 


Wo Le 
Gentle- py 
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Entlewomen, I am of purpoſe ſent,co adver- 
4k ciſe yoa, that you inſtantly hide your ſelycs 
in tore unknown Grove ; for that there are arived 
to our Cottage ſome four or fire Cavaliers; which 
with diligence ſeek you, who have very grievoully 

wounded my Father, in reſpe& he concealeth your 

refiderice. Therefore delayes ſet apart, it behoveth 
you ( if you affe&t yaur tranquility ) to flie : and, 
beautifall Lady, fince the lawevof nature and hu- 
manity do bind me generally to aidyour Sex, bur 
eſpecially your ſelfe, I will, if you pleafe; through 
- the Woods and Vineyards condutt you ; where I 
-[cvubt not but you may retnaine in moſt aſſured 


peaceful (ecurity. 


- 


Flrina ſtorming to ſee her Fathers cruelty, and 
yet rejoycing to behold this Shepheards courteſic, 
ruminating with her ſenfes which way to wander 
» fin this dangerous accident, at laſt reſolved to fol- 
ow his advice, and ſo praying the Shepheardeſle 
accompany her, along they three hie together, 
direting their courſe to the Sea-fide, which in 
wo days they attain'd without being eſpied of any: 
but they were no ſooner arived to-----a harbour- 
own in the Conntry of-----=, but they were in- 
antly informed, that there was likewiſe ſearch 
nade for her apprehenſion; whereat being almoſt 
wvercome with wrath, and vatquilhed with affe- 
tion, they immediately without entring the Town 
roft the ſtrand, and tracing upon whe borders of , 
ie Sea, they at laſt arrived to a \ictle Creck, where 
(pying an aged Fiſher-man in his Cock-boat re- 

I | pi/ting 
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pairing bis Nets; they after having Galuted him 
with a good marrow, askt if he would tranſpore 
them for pleaſure a Leagueon the Sea : the Fiſher- 
man demanding what recompence he ſhould have 
for his pains, well-liking their proffer ( and ſeeing 
his Bodt afloat ) chereunto agreed ; ſo wich a mera 
ry gale, which blew che Saile from tle bending 
Maf?, to Sea they went,where delighting to ſee the 
aged Father take ftore of Fiſh,as alſo to ſee the Boat 
dance lavolta's an the azured Seas, they in ſuch 
fort deſuded the time, cill night being come, and 
then again returhcd. But before F /orima reſolved 
to put toot on ſhore, ſhe to the ancient Fiſhermatr 
demonſtrated hereſtate, and likewiſe prayed hin 
( with tears ſtapding in her eyes) to aſl her in thi 
here miſerable calamity;and tor her better aſſuranc 
ro convey her every day on the Sea : the old m 
pittying her cftate, and being authentically inſtig 
red by the motives of ber liberality, ſoon toher { ; 
reafonable requeſt voluntarily condeſcended;whid . 
courſe they many dayes obſerved, with as mud}. 
joy of Florina, as it ſhe had been now eriumphingi 2 
her former dignity ; till atlaſt, Fortune reſolvir h 
to adde more miſery to her calamity,.cauſed hq, 
nnexpedted (and ſure unmerited) to fall withint 
labyrinth 'of 'a- greater enſuing misfortune ; iq. 
they ſo long time daily went to the Sea, till 4 
length, being ſome two leagues from the ſho, 
they wereeſpicd by a Pinacc, which ranged cl. 
along by the clifts to attrap ſome purchaſe, wir 
hoiſting their Sails, came dicetly cowards 
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and ſo makihg ſpeedy way, becauſe zhe: winde | 
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an to freſh, did very ſoon cut their Boat from che 
ore,commanding them to the main ; which dole- 
fol ſentence being to this our weake company ſo 
dreadfull as the fight of che Wolfe rothe innocens 
Lambs, made them almott dye with grief to think 
on their diſaſtrous miſery 5 but eſp*tially F lorina, 
from whoſe eyes diſtilled many fountains of pear» 
fed tears, which as the perfe&t meſſengers of ſor- 
row, - did apparantly demonſtrate her inſuppor- 
cable griefe ;. but all alas in vain, for there was no 
remedy to aflitt her,nor no undaunted Alcides neers 
hand to reſctie her from their cruelty; but perforce; 
they were very rigorouſly commanded to come, _ 
I aboard, which with a faint courage and for- 
rowfull refolution they ctie&ed , Florina being 
the laſt that entered, whom che Turkiſh Slaves no 
ſooner beheld , but ( reflecting their eyes upon 
the ſweet objeft of her angelical beauty ) clapping 
theis hands, and throwing up their Caps, they ex- 
ccedingly rejoyced in thar they had gotten fo fum- 
-Iptacns a prize, to preſent their So/dax : bur all 
2 Frhis whilc, the comforclefſe Florins banging down 
Yher head, and diving into diſpair, thought ſhe was 
Jnow on the ftage, where the cataſtrophe of her 
Tragedy ſhould be afted, But the Capraine of this 
Jcarſed crew ( albeit ſeldome ſeen in thisgour Age) 
diſcrectly viewing her beautiful Vifage, did from 
Ithe influence of her conſtant eyes and modeſt aſpe& 
mmediately conceive that ſhe was ſome vertuous 
;_ JDatafel, 'extrafted of honourable Parencage; In 
"\p<{pe& whereof be diſcharged the reſt, and retained 
f daly perplexed Florins, w _ he commanJcd mi 
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be intreated with all benigne favour and courteſie 
poſiible ; And co that effeR, forſaking his Cabinghe 


charged his Page therein to lodge her,and to attend 


her with as great diligence and vigilant curioſity, 


-# 


as his own perſonage : So that F lorina(toher con- 
{olation ) might perceive, that as they entertained 
her courtcoiiily, fo they likewiſe honoured her by 
never preſuming to detioure her of her maiden- 
hood { which ſhe a thouſand times eſteemed more 
deaic then her life. ) But again, remembring hecſ 
AMador, the would inſtantly weep e, as if bis abſent 
Idea had a Regal Prerogative to make her water} 
her Plants : Many bitter {ighs ſhe likewiſe thunde-fſ 
red forth to the ſhrine of his Perſonage; andſ} 
curs'd the unfortunate Fates for avis with], 
chis diſaſtrous misfortune : In her contemplationſ 
ſhe deleQtably ruminated upon his flouriſhing per-ſy 


 fe&ion ; bur again pondering upon his abſence,andÞq 


her own preſent miſery, ſhe would forthwith burſt; 
into blinds exclamation, curling the inhumaneſſjr 
Deſtinics for inveſting the Bulwark of her Breaſt, 
with ſuch diitaſteful aggravation. The which thgh, 
Captain eſpying, began moſt dehonairly to coma, 
fort her diſpairtul courage, adding moreover witli 
the induſtrious art of his fluent Tongue, that nd» 
diigrace or tnalefaftion thould be adminiftred henhj 
but tuch chaftekindnefſe and modeſt courtefie 


ſhouid every way correſpond with the title of hoſR, 


nuur. But alas, ſweet F lorira, not underſtanding. 
his language, could reap no m—_—_ by the anaha 
gram of his ſpeeches ; but ſtill moſt bitterly bar, 
wailed her me, lying proſtrate in her Celſ;;; 
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of miſery, Where leaving her with the Captain of 
the Pinace, which reſolved to tranſpore her for 
Conſtantinople; we will commit her tg, the favorable 


| occurrent of fortune, and a lixtle treat of Plrvis 
and Merſihua. 


$$400$30ddd4 60 45444$3$4634340p 
Þ* IV I O being certainly advertiſed of his 


Coutins "v7 I A and being madeac- 
quainted with the fortunate ſucceſſe which 

he had received in his Loves, began inſtantly to 
e-£| conceive ſome motion of hope, not doubting but 
dÞ by the means of Athelia he might obtain his delired 
wh er ſilos : Upon the foundation of which hope,aps 
20parcelling bimſelt in a white Suit of Sattin, cut our 
T-Yupon black Damask, ( whoſe colour in Blazon 
nddifplay Purity and Sorrow ) he hyed himſelfe ro 
rithe Court ; where enquiring for er/ilva, and be- 
nefling anſwered, ſhe was in company ot the Queen, 
al Arhelia, and other Ladies hunting in the Forreſt, 
uhhe immediately mounted his Courſer, and with 
mak gallant pace poſted thicher; where he was na 
1tYooner arrived, but hearing the ſhrill cry of the 
K-ouragious Hounds, ang the loud report of the 
heblaſting Horns, he thinking the Huntſ{men were on 
he foot of the game, being thereof a deſirous ſpee 
hoKtator, but more zealous to contemplate on the 
lin deauty of his Miſtrefſe, he with a devout reſolution 
anMnade his Jennet advance; where traveriing the 
 bſThickets, we will for a while leave them, and a 
Ctitrle rreat of the adventures which befel! fr /ilus, 
| I 3 Who 
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Vho, as before you have heard, being in the far- 
reſt with the Queene bulily hunting, it ſo chanced 
08T:4] that the Deer which they chaſed eſcaped from their 
li ſight; in reſpe& whereof, the Troops both of 
? Knights and Latlies again diſperſed themſelves to 
| attrap him; ampngſt the reſt there was preſent a 
ks Cavalier named Blhion, which along time 
efore burned in love with the Princeffe Mer/ilva, 
and could never reap any fit opportunity to di{- 
I cloſe her the ſecrets of his breaits contemplation, 
Wl: who ſought by all means poſſible to- ſequeſter her 
H from the company, At laſt Dame Fortune ( though 
of Merfilva undeſerved ) determining with her 
MR al Beauty to adminiſter a treacherous accident, did 
F by her Chamelion-influence cauſe the harmleſſ 
TN Princeſlſe to ſtray from the ſight of her Aſſociater, 
Mey where ranging diſcontentedly,as if her courage had 

+ 

d 


been already vanquiſhed by diſpair, was art laft 
moſt unfortunately met by this tormented Blithion, 
 whobeing more then exceeding joytul of this (un- 
Fig expected) news,giving ſpurs to hjs horſe,and (peed 
yi to his courage, in a ſhort ſpace overtook her, where 
Ch with theſe unchaſte ſpeeches he impudently ſaluted 
% her as followeth : 


Oft fair Princeſſe! I have long ſince in my 
conceits endured many millions of perplex- 


ed tortures, which the alone fight of your ſacred 
beauty hath engendered in my tormented contem- 
plation : Therefore, fair Lady, fince Deſtiny ſeem-J A 
eth ſo favourable as to preſent mine eyes with the Jh 
{weet object of your excc}lency, 1 befeech you tofis 
; | grant 


_— 
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grant my affefion the Comble of my ardent deſire, 
that is, To let my breaſt enjoy thoſe heavenly plea- * 
fares of your iow Vi. pglnity, the want whereof 
hath well-neer already a&ed the accompliſhment 
off of my untimely martyrdom. 

all Acrflvalmiling at theſe his fond ſpeeches, im- 
cl mediately dying the center of her Lily-cheeks with 
0 a Vermilion-bluſh, ( being altogether athamed ar 
{-J his immodeſt conference) vegy ſharply ( as baving 
nf anger (cated in the furrows of her brow ) returned 
ery him this bicter Anſwer. 


2) S IR! If thy vicious ſelf had been ever trained up 

in the Schaol of Vertue, thon wouldeſt have 
ef] eempered the Preludium of thy ſpeeches with more 
0 diſcretion, and not fo lavihly preſumed to ſalute 
ads a chaſte Lady in ſuch lewd ſort : Bur ſeeing thy ſot- 
RY cifh congue hath already 'uttered that which may 
"| not be recalled, Know ( impudent Villain ) that I 
1- | difdainthy ſuit, as the utter prejudice of my un- 
dF ſpotted Honour ,.and deteſt thy ſelfe as the ( pre- 
ref] tended ) inhumane Actor of my immorcal dil{grace, 
ed Therefore with ſpeed depart, and inſtantly give a 
Congeto thy abrupt folly ; ott e-wiſe I will advec- 
tiſe the King of thy laſcivious enterprize, and in- 
ſtigate him authentically to reward "thy offence 
with the deferved execution of thy demerits. 


Blithian, nothing diſmayed at this thundering- 
n-Anſwer, but rather more increaſing the flames of 
he Jhis laſciviou* deſire, inſtantly proſecuted his ſuis 
coÞin this ;ort following : | 
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| Hy AMerfitva, ſtand not ſo much on your 
ints of diſdaine; but rather conſider 
with your ſelfe, where you now are; for atpreſent 
you are deſtitute from the Court, andexempt of 
aſſiſtance z, ſo that y our Virginity and lifelyech in 
my diſpoſttion : and to advertiſe you of my reſolu- 
tion, 1 may not be denyed with refuſals, nor delu- 
ded with delayes ; for deſpight of forrune, I muſt 
ſatisfie my Love, and gow reap the enjoyance of my 
long defired contentation : therefore conſent to my 
will, and repleat your tongue with no more coy- 
nelle , otherwiſe you will hbecs me,after pofſetied 
af my pleaſure, to uſe you with ſuch inhumane ri- 
gour as My nature would fcarce proffer to your 
lovely ſex, much lefſe to you, whom in heart | have 
ever adored as the divine Image of my breaſts de- 
Tectation. 


Arfilva greatly aſtoniſhed at his pretence,began 
exccedingly to weep, becauſe the ſequel thereot 
wich ſorrow touch her to the quick; ſtill ighing 
and raging, as if the Coftin of her breaſt would im- 
mediately rent in ſunder with imminent aggrava- 
tion, alwaies calling on the goddeſle Dzana, whom 
ſincerely ſhe prayed to revenge her quarre], and to 
ſhelter her from the rapine of this imydeſt Knight : 
but at laſt con{idering that filence was a ſhew 0 
conſent ; diſdaining ever co ſtain the purity of her 
fame with deformity, or the Noble diſcent from 
whence ſhe was exrraft, wich diigrace; making a 
muſter of her angry Muſes, in the valley of her cere- 
brojzics indignation, ſhe very reſolutely with an 
os th PLE 7 
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pndanted audacity returned him this ſharp Reply. 


mk 


Nhumane Knight, ſince thou wilt not be conten- 

ted wich Reaton becauſe reaſonleſs, nor vouch- 
ſafe ro permit meto depart in patience without ble- 
miſhing mine honour with the {pot ot infamy ; 
know, that rather then I will once confent to thy 
laſcivious demand,or ever agree to thy Juſttul defire 
| will voluncarily be the adminiſter of mine owne 
untimely martyrdom, pe 

And therewith unſkeathing an inameled knife, 

which (he had pending to her golden girdle,(as a ſe- 
cond Lacretia) with a fatal ſtroke ſhe reſolved to 
deſtroy her ſclt : but the diviliſh Knight ſu{pe&in 
ſome (uch accident, very ſoon wrefting the knife 
from her hand, prevented her purpoſe; the which 
having done ( ſetting hold of the bridle) he imme- 
diately alighted her from her horſe, whereat being 
overcome With fear, ſhe in a dangerous trance fell 
to the ground, where metamorphiſing her cherry 
taint to a Cynthian complexiongſhe there lay ſpeech- 
lefſe,as much trembling as an Infant-priſoner hear- 
ing the ſentence of death pronounced again him 
the which to arouſe, B/:thion ſpake to herin this 
ſort. 

Aire Mer/ilva, "cis in vain to refift, where there 

is none to reſcue you,& yet were Hercules him- 
ſe]fe preſent, he ſhoald not hinder me of my pur- 
poſe; for my ſenſual ardor cannot be cxtinguiſh- 
& without accumulating the Roſe of your (divine) 
Virginity, | 


\ hich 
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Which having ended, er /i/va ariling on h 
knees moſt forrowfully ( with fountaines of teare 
. diftilling down the ſoyls of her Vermillion checks 
bterrupted him in this manner : - 


AE Blihion| pitty che eſtate of an innocent dam 
ſel, and rather pierce the Citadel of my Mai 
den breaſt with thy Rapior, then rayiſh me of that 
which I cſteem far more precious then ay life ; E 
ret not, 1 beſeech thee, thy Trophies of pleaſure ir 
the defloration of my Virginity,nor build thy gol 
den mountains of ſolace, in depriving the inward 
treaſure of my uuſpotted chaſtity.But here again the] 
doleful confluence of her diſaſtrous tears imbathedſ: 
herfaltring tongue in the Acheron ſtream of ſilence]. 
& that "= courage of her exteriour audacitic 

not permitting her to depaint the Phyſnomy of he 
inward aggravations,ſhe(overvailing the inſtin& of 
her eyes with the Cartaines of perplexity ) lay fc 
« while {encelefſe, as if the valour of. her conceits 

bad been ſmothered up in the antipathy of diſcon-«ſi 
ſolatione ; when arouſing her ſorrowtull capacicyſh 
with the contemplation ot imminent fear, (lx ſudJo 
dainly ſtarted up, and moſt inhumanely tore theh 
ſparkling treſſcs of her golden haire, wherewichſE 
dame Nature had moſt gloriouſly imbelliſhed her gu 
which tregical objex&,might{B /:thionexcepred)haveſt 
made the moſt bloody inhumane Scythian to pittyjd 
her eftate ; nay, have cauſed the ſenlelefle obdurateſir: 
Rocks themſelves to weepe, and forrowfully tofſhi 
«ake compaſſion uyon the ſpcRacle of her miſera-ſta 
ble calamity, c 
| But 


I 
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But Blithiwn not __ for herexclamation, bur 
 racher byrning with inordinate defire to extentate 
s the imbers of his unſatiable luſt, efteemed ey 
Court-minute a compleat moneth, before (oagh 
to her immortal infamy 5 he had made proof of his 
nd ſaperdiabalical enterprize ; ſo that accepting of na 
iJ Reaſon for ſatisfaftion, nor accompting of any 
ad Imploration for payment, taking her by ker trem- 
bling hand,he moit viciouſly began co imbrace her. 
When being on the point to make ſhipwrack of her 
Honeſty, and to {ether Maidenhood to (ale, lo thi- 
therward unexpeRted came Plwis galloping amainz 
J the wich Merfilva { to her Nefar-comtor: ) eſpy- 
if ing, co him very loudly cryed out in this ſort ; 
Ah Plivio ! as thou tendereſt my Love, and defireſt 
ic) mine Honour, aſliſt thy diſtrefſed erfilva, and re- 
x venge the devilifh pretence of this unmereiful Tigre 
off with che merited guerdon of condigne puniſh- 
Fo ment !* : 
its] Plwvio perceiving it to be his ſweet /er/ilus, 
nr) inſtancly ( as being inflamed with revenge ) made 
iy] his Courſer more ſwiftly advance then the Jennets 
dJof Jupiter - when leaping from his horſe, he with 
thehis Rapicr drawn approaching his thrice mortal 
ich]Enemy, very farioully uttered theſe words : Ah 
r {wretched Villain! make ready thy ſword ; for if 
zveſſthere were no more men living, thou . immediately 
trydyeſt. Which words be no ſooner pronounc'd, but 
ateſin the twinkling of an eye he lodged his Rapier in 
toflhis Rivals breaſt ; where receiving his demerit, and. 
ra-ffalling gaſping on the ground, P/ivis firit cut off his © 
erfidious rongue which had ſo laſciviouſſy pratled 
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and then withoat prolixity ſeat his ſervile ſoule 
to the Republique of P/xto, to tell Terexs and 
_ that he went neere to commit a luſtful 
k The which er //lpa with fearful joy perceiving, 
ran to Plivio, falling firſt to his feet, and then again 
arting imbraced wh, kiſt him , when after having 
given him many vyolleys of hearty chanke(ſecondel 

y_many millions of penetential tears ) ſhe from 
point to point recounted him the manner of the 
Accident ; the which when P!:ivi9 underſtood, he 
eſteemed himſelfe more then exceeding joytull, in 
that the Fates appointed him to arrive in ſo fortu- 
natean hour, And ſo having comforted his now 
even comfortleſſe Mex/itva, remounting her on her 


milk-white Courſer, ( poſting together ) reſolved 


to find out the Queen ; to whoſe preſence being 


arrived, fitting with her Ladics like YVezws with her 
Nymphs, cloſely banquetting under theumbrage 
of Fig-trees,(whoſe ſpacious leaves kept them from 
the power of Tiaxs influence)he to them depainted 
the manner of the Adyenture, which mournful!l 
Aerſilva teſtifted to be of truth, by again on freſh 
ſhedding many pearled tezres, which ( like the 
clarent Dew on Damask-flowers ) deftillcd on her 
forrowful cheeks. Which when the Queen, together 
with her daugher Athelia and the reſt of the Ladies 
underftood, they all praiſing the Almighty, gave 


| 
( 
( 
] 


likewiſe inceſſaut thanks to Pl/ivio for his undanted BP 

magnanimity; and exc-edingly rejoyced in that the 

Princeſſe Mer/ilva was fo forunately preſerved : 

when ring, they leit the Forrelty and inftantly re- 
tune 
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lefſrurned all to the Court ; where they were no ſoon 
differ arrived, but the Queen immediately made the 
ilfiKing her Husband therewith acquainted ; Who 

xreatly 1ejoycing that P1iviothe Arabian Knight 
A ad ſo valourſly behaved himſelf, did after in con- 
n ideration thereof much advance him to honorable 
ofDignities,in ſuch ſort, that both the namic of That- 
dime & Plivie(like the Sun of Renown)only flouriſh'd 
mfſin che Court of Zanfara : which adding more hope 
teffito P/ivio's defired enterpriſe, made him not a little - 
teflglad of the accidental cvent of ſuch fortunate for- 
n {tunacic : Fot rſt he perceived that the King an 
1. Queen much favoured him, The Princefſe Athelia 
whClikewiſe) far the more, in reſpe& of her beſt be- 
erfloved Thaimo ; And again, he beheld his dear 2/er- 
ed/va to reap exceeding contentation in enjoying 
ig the Eden of his delfired preſence. Whereupon re- 
[1 mainin continually in the Court, he at laſt in 
ye trat O time,found Aerſilva ſolitary in her Cloſet; 
mo whom boldly entering, he very amorouſly ſa- 
ed fluted her in this fort : | 


hl What, fair Merfilva, all alone 1 Why, a kiſſe for your 
heff thexghrs ! To whom inſtantly ſhe replyed, Not alons 
er C Plivio ) for my ſelfe and I am together ; And for my 
er Conceits, 1 think on nothing, therefore I conjefiure that 
ies | feſſe then a kiſſe may purchaſe them. : 
vel P£/ivioalmoſt raviſhed with joy to ſee her in ſo 
ed |plcaiant a humour, thought ic now wiſdome to 


hel ſtrike the Iron being hot; and fo by vertue of his... 
d :| ſuppoſed diſcretion, continued his conference in- 


re this ſort following : 


ac | Why 


 #4wio(eeivg her patience a little moved, Ong C 
_ =" copuntervaile the offence with a courteous 
'.. And ſo encouraging his Muſe with many amorou 
*.contemplations, he continued his ſpecch as foly P! 
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WA Hy faic Mer/ihva, leſſe then a kiffe is in effel 
nothing ; and if 1 deceive not miy thoughts 
Maidcns will ſcarce content themſelves with thy 
Vke paymenr, To whom Merfilvaagain replyed 
Uk prove the contrary; Forif I fail not, my M 
tells me, one may Kilde in conceit, I, but quoth P/-- 
#, thaſe are {hews wichout ſubſtance; for th 
bs dxtercnce berwixr pretence and performance 
far the ane In reaſon is the others contrary, as at 
Glate as a fhrewiſh Wife is ' a quiet Husbands 
Wherear {be very pleaſantly ſmiling,again replyed 
. hy Plivio, jou exre from your matter ; for Wive: 
or an{ ann are axe to our T heames. Plivi 
ſecing ber mercily diſpoſed, framed her this plea- 
Gog auſwer : | 4 , R 
Surely, Pcinceſs er//lva, you herein prove yout 
ſelfe 3 diſcreet difputant, in that you bave put. m 
in mind ( or at leaſt ) in che plain path-way of ou; 
former purpoſe ; for I now remeniber, a Kifſe wat 
our ſentence; the which, by your leave, T mean tc 
prolecute. | 
, And fo imbracing her ſlender waſte, he gave he 
( Near) lips the impreſſion of a dainty Kiſſe 
coding e bluihing, recurned him this ſharp an 
Why Plivio, 1 little thought you would have proceed 
#@ ſo peremtorily; for bad I but once thereof deemed, m 
#xalt abſence ſhould have grven you a preciſe gain-ſay 
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. Why Princeſſe Merſilva, moved in a manner} or cat 
Þhe fel of your wrath be [o ſoon illuminated with ablaſt 
Wof Sunſbining ! had I thoug bt my enterpriſe would have 
þ ſoon incur'd your difeleefwre, I would(aſuredly have , 
prevented that which is now happoned. 
| Whereunto erflva anſwered ; Nay, I now fre 
Sthis my kindnefſe, which is the occation "of this 
Yeiſtaſtcfull accident, Therefore to avgid the like 
fcandall, I pray, as you are come, depart ; and be- 
ing departed, arrive when you are ſent for, Where- 
1Junto Plivio replycd, F air Mecrfilva, If che demonſtya« 
Y rior of my love have ingendred your pleaſure, [ pray 
you excnfe aff eftion,which was therof the chieſ occaſion: 
and if you pleaſe, for reward of my crime, inflitt on me 
what puniſhment you think (1.1/1 be ſufficient for the of= 
Bl fence. er plvahereat again bluſhed, but in ſuch a- 
I morous ſort, as it ſeemed that both love & diſdain 
Jfatin the modle of her chery cheeks ſtriving for ſu» 
I premacy:yet at laſt conſidering (hehad advancedher 
eches ſo tar, without his attable merits, & ſeeing 
eſubjet ſo ſmall wherein ſhe had grounded the 
os _—_— | wars of her wrath, , - ann bumour 
0 eaggravation, inftanely ( without bi 
" Adieu ) Th : where poor Pliwo, ——— 5 
love, remained ſo much tormented in t, as 
.z4 that ic ſeemed he had with the Greeks already feen 
he likeof Capheria, and fo the Barqueof his hops 
[anf 9a50n the point to teare againſt theflinty-rocks of 
'e » 
zer 
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+4 —_— Charybass : For ſometimes he would in 
r Chamber walk, and with his threat'oing hands 
ou] Menace the gods with revenge, and likewiſe re- 
e114 proach diſlembling Cpd for ingratefulnelle ; then 
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Immediately ſlumber, atd in his drowſie capacttyf| ; 
dream of Her/ilva's cruelty : When riſing, and pre- 
meditating upon the Chaos of his amorous con-{*! 
ecmplations, he would forthwith teare his beard® 
for mecitorious anger : In which, or the like fan-F:: 
taſtical humour he ſo long remained, till at la}. 
Aerfiloa ( little thinking of him, or at leaft ofhisF: 
there being ) returned; who aſtoniſhed co (eg, P/ivis lo 
there-preſent; forgetting her former wrath, askeF® 
him merrily, what wind blew him chither ? Where-j9* 
at he ſtriving to aboliſh diſconſolation, ( fetching + 
from the concavity of his heart a volley of diftem-F 
pered ſighs) very mildly returned her this trattableſ** 
an{wer : | wr 
| def 
A H faire Mer/ilva ! It is your ( alone) cruelty f* 
A which hath engendred my ſorrows; and only” 
your coyneſſe which hath cauſed my aggravation :F*"* 
For fince your departure, { have here remained inf?" 
{uch diſcontented (ort,as, if you triumph not of myf 
miſery, you would condignly pitty my malady. 
Therefore delude my ſuite, I befeech you, no Jon- 7 
ger with delayes ; nor contemn not my love, inf? 
laughing to my conſtancy ; but reſolve, falr Mer: 
filva, that Plrvio would willingly dye to demon- 
tirate' his fidelity, ſo farre forth as the tragedie © 
his 'misfortunes might make fer/ilva traftable :Þ > 
Therefore, faire Princefſe, attribute my ſincere loveſſ”* 
ſome affe&ion, and rejoyce not to martyr him withſſ*** 
denyal, which is ready to facriiice his life before 
the ſhrine of your beauceous Deity-« 
: Herfilun 
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.. 2orþluapertetly noting with what feryent zeal 
he pleaded tor favour, did inſtantly as being. inſpi- 
red with affcQion, return: him this applauſible 
anſwer : | 


8 | BES. 
Th Liv, thy valour and: vertue having combined 
L: their charming force inthe band of unity,hath 
lang fince jn the Cloſer gf my-breaſt made way for 
thy,affeQion,in ſuch amiable ſort, that being; con- 
quered by the aſpeCt -of thy blisful magnanimity, 
Lin-all honor ( inlieupf thy kindneſſe) remain 
y attendant. hand-maid : and aldeit I have hi. 
ſkbectoregfrained my tongue in depainting you the 
Fervency of my atte&ion ; yer impute it nat, to the 

defe& of good will, bur rather to the ſuperabouns 
Want zeal which I have had, to: make proot ofthy 
onſtancy : che event whereof hath fallen out ſo 
ſorcunate, that] naw from my heart proteſt. I a- 


lore qnely the eſſential-pourtraidt of Plzvis, as the 
xight morning Star of my dayes felicicy. 


Plivio well noting, the fervency of her affeRi- 
-Þnate zeal), and perceiving into what trait of love 
M7pid bad now brought her-; being im” ,conceic 
7 alf ravilhed with, the joyful; alacum-bel, of this 
Fpnlgoked ocncwaaiiondte tongue fo ate red to 
,.fong time in not congratulating her kindneſs wigh. 
ePme reciprocal courcehie, very familiarly, at laſt, 
bv arned-her this 'amiable anſwer. 


\ 


) 
ſ 
n 


k Ci divine Merflua It my tongue conl:1dife 
TAC c; ale,or my Muſezdiſcover the lonriſhing (8 
K never 
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never dying ) fidelitie which in keart I have « 
yotedto your ſacred (elf; ] ſhould acknowledge 
my capacity bouud to nature for permitting mi 
{uch good fortuncy, and account my ſelfe indebret 
ro art, forenduing me with ſuch bleſſednefſe. Bu 
ſince, (weer Merflvathat the coyner of my delive 
rance cannot :uftcletly ftamp the inctrior ch 
raQers of my cogicatirns,nor thediſcoveror of n 


ſecrets enough worthily depaint the Fhyſn 
my alfe&tiontyer Merſilva Tbeleech whe roy | 
I have'grounded my conftancy upon ſo ſure a fonr 
dation, and imprinted my fidelity upon fo firm 
reſoJutjon, that ncither the alluring events of proj © 
ſperity, nor rhe recrifying threats of migfortunſ 3 
can either extcnuare by flattering ſhews, or exti 
guiſh by frowing ſubſtance. And whereas I perce 
char though long,yet ac Jaſt you have baniſhed cry 
elty from your breaſt, and( lmbracing benignit 
accepted me for your Servant; know ſweet 4: 
J va, that in recompence of your amity, l preſey 
you with the Comble of my conſtancy, and vc 
that in the Cloſet of Plivis's copitations Aderfilf td 
ſhall onely fir as triumphant governeſſe , whq#*< 
"my affeQion ſhall ſerve her, my fideliey enterty 
her, my Jove attend her, and my never waverig#*! 


conftaney pay her the ſicer bies venwe of cerreftr®) 
bliofulncts. h 


AMcrſilva underſtanding his friendly anfwer,aÞ4 
ſolacing her ſences with the aſſurance of his affc 
on, typping her tongue wich che phraſe of favc 
yery mildly returned him this ſweet anſwer. 


As JF I JE 1 —_—_... 13t - 
H P/io ! being hererecofarea priſoner, Iam 
A now by the ſequel of thy conterene ler at lin 
Þ ys and made free from ſubjcCtioa in fwallow- 
ivg down the vicalicie of thy ſpeeches :. yet when I 
xemember the eftate: of King Samwor my father, I 
weep, in that 1 ould feunadvitedly bereave him 
I of a daughiery, bur yet the unicy of our love bath 
linck'd me tg thy afieQtion, and in ruminating on 
thy vertues, I intuſc his memory in the cwiſty of ob» 
liyion: tothat. ſweet Z/ivie,condemn me nor ofdif- 
cbedience, in being obedicnt io thy (elfe, nor im- 
pute not the title of inhumane ignorance to my 
I charge, in ceſpedt ic is only the image of thy vertye 
which unites my {ancics unto thy atfeftion., 
 Andwith thar, ſhe frum the infiuence ofher eyes 
raincd (howers of tearcs upon the Alablaſter ſoyle 
al of hec Lily cheeks, which Plrvio perceiving, imer- 
rupecd her in this ſore : 


I Eep notyfair Merflvaybut let now the radi- 
« ant aſpe& of our amours cyYacuate the re- 
/{ dence of forrow ; let the memory of our tender af- 
df Xons ſubmerge the waves of diſcontent, and let 


© 


. Ls 


tſths novelty of our friendſhip triumph over laſfigu+ 
ating diiconſolation. Whas } reſolve.ic is q'* gods 
ortune, 


Awbich leck ro ſympathize our amicy, a | 
her ile, which diliphceth to» crown our friendſhip 
ich concentation ; Faire Merſitva, diſpaire is the 
, ath-way to deftruftion, therefore pluck up your 
MFpirice, and let a joytul countenance give furrow 
yoſhe overrbrows and conjecture not that my ac-, 
quzintance ſhall prejaiice your cſtare, or diminiſh 
K 2 | your 
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NY your dignity, for then weremy 'ſute diffimulation, 
ha and my affeRtions folly ; for the purity of my pre; 
i; l tence, and theevent of time; ſhall 'iffforme y ou the 
"Mt contrary, : therefore imprint your reſolutions up- 
8 on'the fourdacion of hope,and refolve that Plivi 
$7 witf live and dye, only to adore ſweet Merfilva, as 
the divine [mage of my felicity, to whom I conſe: 
create the Senerdlity of my devotions, 


- Aerfilva ſweetly pondering upon his firm fideli. 
i ty, having almoſt her amorous conceits ſmooth'd 
TO * * - kg; Liſts ot applauſible contemplation, very 
Fl afteionacely returned him this gracious Reply. 

Ie. gt * 7 EU Pl:ivio, having a confident hope that yc 
job " will performe no lefſe then you now pro 


miſe, I in” con(ideration thereof vow, that non 
but P/:vio ſhall poſſeſſe my perſon, and only P/:vi 


'» he» Bo... L EZ IIS 


Vi 
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|; _ | vil I account as the.delightful Tirar of my concei 
Far from whofe radiant brightnefſe 1 extra th C 
ſplendant Zephyr of my ſoules contentation. - 


n anks,dear Merſilva,quoth Plivio;And to corff;-, 
A reſpond your” atfe&tion,here take my hear 
and hand in pledge of my immortal conſtancy 
-vowing before the Imperial Throne of Heaven,th _ 
my ſoule ſtall be firſt diverted into cinders, ereff; _ 


-< 
\ 


* withdraw my zeal from ſerving and honouri: C ; 
A 4 W811 | 1x7 
A | 

ib : | | > 

hs ' Thus having plighted cheiz troths each to oth 

1 + they a longtime remained fo lacing their 'cerebn 4 
# 7 x | os 
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ſities within the Ngftar.Eder pf applauſt;. ſo that 
that the nighc aproaching, itwas more. then time 
for. Plivio to depart, when taking his Angelicall 
Saint by the Alabaſter hand, and fixing bis aſpects 
upon thedivirte mirror,of her heavenly beauty, he 
| with a fighing voyce gave her this freindly farewel : 


= Merſifva,(and therefore. dear becauſ I/er= 
LI flva ) I mult now depart and leave thee to the 
Chaos of thy ruminating contemplations :.There- 
ore {weet Minion of my breaſt,and Miſt:eſle of .my 
If capacity, 1 will hie me to my Cloſet, and there in- 
ventthe means for the eſtavliſhing of our; future 
erranquillitie ; ſothat till-] am again made (triple) 
1/0: tuvate by enjoying. the excellency of your di- 

vine perſonage, I in all ſympathy of faithful affe- 


7 gion take my ſorrowful Cunge. cl 


h 


 Merſilva hereat painting her countenance with 2 
Cynthian complexion the tears ſtanding in her 
eyes )anſwered him as followeth : 


2 C* Weer Plivio! as thou tendereſt my loveylet thy 
a return be ſhortly , for feare leſt wanting the 
\ pnage of thy perſonage, I immediateiy dye in, con- 
emplating on. thy abſcnt periccHion ; therefore, 
it my {incere requeſt,{atishe my ardent. expeJation; 
nd in recompence thereotas | mean tolive in thy 
racious favour, ſo 1 reſolve todicin thy. vertuous 
fe&ion- Thus, as the ordinance of their canceks 
Þad thundered forth many vo!le7es of ſighs at their 
Jeicwel, Ter ſilva (erect ing Trophics 10 her breaſt) 

peed K 3 ants 
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— tiedherftlferoherCloſet; and Plivio ( framing 
0 {0 mriumphs in his contemplaiton ) bcrooke himſelte | 
ih: to converſe with his Couſin Tha/»jo, to whom he [| 


WW. recounted rhe event of his fortunate procerdings; 
iN and the þ ages re conclufions of his amourous 


uw enterpriſes ; who being thereof —— ſai1s- 
"1 fed, askt it his Lady were contented to' leave the 


Court and travaile with him ? whereunto he an- 
Wwered, that to the ſame effe& he had already mo- 
tioned; whoſe reply was, ſhe woultd follow bim 
in weale and woe, in mirth and milery, in ſorrow 
end i mpathy, as far as the confines of the world 
would permit, or Id:{ire. Why then, quoth Thal- 
eamy Arbelia's fancies, & Mer/ilvasafte&ions are 
incident to the Idea of one. formoſity ; and hath 
vowed no more then Athelia could delire to effett. 
To remaine here were folly, in re{pc& we arc 


abſent from our native home z and to acquaint any 


with the modle of our affc&ions were unfic] © 
Therefore let us wich the ingenious Bee retu h 
home in ſafety, and with the sKilfull Pilot rediref li 

th 


, andſo the prime of our hopes ma th 

be by envie croft in the bloomy bloſſoms of theif '" 
; 'f maturity, which to avoid ( as before 1] have de © 
Wo monſtrated) let us with haſte returne, and fq*< 
__- thronghthe woods and Forreſts convey ur La Th 

dies from the light of any ; for if the reporg of ou (ef 
departure did bnt arive to the Port of King rilion 
vodcrfianding, doubeleſſe he would fo rigonrou}®? 


LY 
FA 


| 
k 
| 
© 
t 
b 


cc 
eh 
& 


our courſe to the Port ef our refidence : for per 
adventure, traft of time may diſcloſe the ſecrets c 
our 


«| Jy Increate us, and fo ſeverely handle us, ie perſ tv 
* k | | % 3 0 « TIER G - 


maine as hoſtages for our mifdemeanour. | 


hortations, and ſounding the depth of his coun- 


= WF ww vv” £6: lin 


ed well of the Plot which Thais had compatted 
for their recirement ; the which, the better to ac- 


therewith acquainted, as he protctted co do the 
like to his er/itva, to the end that when the have 
of departure {ould beaffigned, they might make 
themielves readie, and fit ſuch neceſſaries as mighr 
be needfull for their journey : upon which retoJu- 
tion, each departed to his Saint, ro whum in the 
confluence of many amorous terms they dilated 
their purpoſes, and not only diſcavezed the Pi- 
ture of their noble births, bue alſo the Pour- 
eraict of their dire& names ; the wind of which 
novelty, they no ſooner underſtood, but being \ as 
al it were ) (mooth'dup in the extafie of many de- 
licious contemplations, ( the which ſeemed farre 
the more pleaſant in reſpet of their innovation) 
they being:compleatly therewith more then di- 
{1 viney contented, to their ſweer demand { after 
« many hearty congratulations ) very ſoon conde» 
(t ſcended. _ | : 

By this time our &ewo young Princes Pliwo arr! 
Thalmeno, having apparent proof of each others af- 
ule a. ! . 
JfeRionate reſolutions, and burning with defire 

Jto ſet, forwards their enterpriſes, inſtantly ap- 
|pvinted that the next nigh: fol:owing (at the our- 
K 4 ward 
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ehance our lives, or at leaft ue liberties ſhould ce- 


 Plivia attentively liſtening co his Couting ex- 


fel by rhe profundity of bis own conceits ; allow- 


eomp!iſh, he willed his Coutin to make his Athelia 
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watd Gate, betwixt twelve and one) they would ſd 
attend the thrice happy arrivals ot rheic ſweet 
Saints; which warning though {hort,yet ſeemed ſo 
ſweet to their Ladies imaginations, that ( applauſe 
building trophies of content in theic- trembli 

reſolutions ) they very pleaſantly. deluded thi 
time in familiar dalliance; till at Jait, the hour( as 
they thought being come, and their Princes ab: 
ſent, metamorpholing their mirch to melancho- 1 
linelfe, and their joy to diſcontent, they beganſth 
to blame them tor to much ( unmerited ) conſtan+Þ ſo 
cy 3 ſometimes condenining them of ingratitude,ſſut 
and then again inftantly with a figh recalling thcirro 
ſpeeches, fearing leſt the influence thereof might of 
by tome uncuſtomed accident. be tran{pur.cd tofth 
their favourites underitanding : ſometimes -ex-Jhe 
claiming on their own fortunes, in that they: ſaw 
fortrine Lock vegan to temper the preludiam olfith 
their;loves with diſtaſtetul iiſtortune. But alagſas 
theſeamorous Ladies were both deceiv'd! for rhefdi 
Dial of their cerebro/nties told the hour of athgna;Þſe: 
tion bfore the horologe founded, and the clockry 
of cheir conceits ſtruck twelyeand one, ere the el-fex 
ſence of ten, far leſle eleven, was in eleftion- to befto 
finiſhed; yet in ſuch forrowful ſort they paſt theſjef 
tim?,til}at.laft ( and notunlooket tor ) their ewoſſfu 
Princes arrived, giving a {hrill hola , vwhich:beffta 
eween this amorcus troop ferved tor 4 watchwGr Ide 
the which. the Ladi-« to 'their delight no foonefoy 
heard, bur inftantl; (1semmderflanding the ſentence}mi 
at treedams pronouncedty their impritoned congda 
EN D.41i0285 J23viNG courage to theo ihonzits. anda. 
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dyifrig:their milk-white-'cheeks with a vertnilion 

bluſh, they in their night-apparel deſcended; the 
f glioiple of whoſe glorious appearance our two 
young: Princes no ſooner efpied, but advancing 
{their pace with exquilice deleation, they wenr 
and faluted them, where ſo joyfull a meeting of 
| divine tympathy was betwixt them' demonſtrated, 
chat forgetting their ſenſes, and almoft themſelves, 
£1 thought they would for that night have made 
| their amorous demeure upon the Lily incarnate 
-| ſoile of their coralline lips; no words could they 
I utter, becauſ their rongues were ( by love Jdevorted 
ry co-lilchce,and ſuch as paſt, were clamorous' volleys 
th of forrowtall tighes, which redoubling each on o- 
of ther ,, ttrove:which 'ſhould firſt unite each others 
T 


beart with che ſympathy of ſuperabundant affe&i- 
on. But itefine, yea, and-in the ewinckling of an eye 
they heard inthe palacea fierce and terrible noite, 
Sas ifin a manner the'whole Court had been in a {e-" 
ef ditious uproare, which replcating their ſenſes with 
ſcar, andreplenifhingthcirconceit with timeroli- 
KIty, drave them all into a very effeminate hymor of 
{-Jexa@tdiſpair; in ſuch ſort,thac they knew not how 
2tito ſave themſelves, nor where to convey their Ma- 
1ecſtical Ladies from the gurmandizing jaws of ruth- - 
offul diftrefle ; t1}] at laſt, Thai/mero knowing their e- 
eeÞftate fickle, and perceiving it now ſtood upon him 
Jdetperatly to calt at all, ( I mean either to loſe his 
,own lite, or his dear Arhelia, which he cſteemed far 
cemore pretious ) retetching the courage of his un- 
n4daunted magnanimity from (he confines of feare, 
far. darming the interior Iincaments of his valorous 


capacity 
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capacity with animoſiry, he to his cembling aſſsei.f; 
_ nounced Cakes, : t 
ince Pe/ma,jt bchoverh us now to be froliqu ; 
aherefore with a martial courage lead forth thy 
Lady, & if any (though Hercsl/es himielf ) prefuncl. 
to ſtop thy paſſage, ſbeath inftantly thy & Y 
Bracamard in his perfidious breaſt, and fo withou, 
prolixity ſend his ſervile ioule to the Common, 
wealth of Plxto for 2 more then meritorious ſacriſ,| 
fice: And you illuſtrious Ladics, fear nothing, forf, 
the Phyſnomy of our perſons ſhall be a Callcien ot 
Bulwark for your prefervation. = 
Which ſaid,arme in arme (like Apollo and Diawa)ſ, ; 
along they go, without finding any to retiſt chem;þ;, 
and ſceing the Porter in his Pavilion —_ veryl. 
cunningly took from him his keyes of the Palace;ſ,, 
when unbolting the outer gate, they without maeſ;, 
king any noiſe iſſued forth, where they were no 

ſooner come, but they found their Pages each withſ,, 
their Jenners attending them: : glad of this newaſy, 
they ( taking their Ladies behind them ) mountedſ, 
on horſe-back,and ſo as faſt as the Steeds of Jepiter|.. 
alloped through the ſtreets, where in a (hoit rime, p 
aving paſt both Town and Suburbs, (the obſcure, 
night fill ſeeming to condeſcrnd to their pretence)|.. 
they at laſt (having cheriſhed their Ladies with ma+|,... 
ny comfortable ſpeeches) began to conſider what, : 


courſe'to take : So that affuring themſelves, th (i 

King finding the Princeſle lacking, would with all; 

poſile cclerity make ſpeed for aha 1a 1 es 

they finally retolved to gallop through the woods 

: nd Forreſts, the berrer to {}clier them trom the } 
DS. ET | light] 
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fight of avanr- Conrenyi(ifanyſuchriierewere which 
preſuny'd ro tollow them ) by vercue of which pre- 
FIdiael eſylution, they mede that nighe ſuch 
JIdy way, that before che morning (or at yy 
Moolden Titan domineei ed in the tulverclement)they 
found themtelves very neere tventy leagtees trom 
the Courr. Now to make any long difcourſe of 
MIthe forrowes which the Court of Zafar received, 
Hor any ample relation ut the Fruops of maynani- 
Emous Knights ſent co (eek the 11, | chink it needleſs, 
Ut leaft 1 omit ir, becauſe in my capacity my Muſe 
terms ir fuperf'uous. Bur howſucver, our Treop 
of lovers were to tar, that they now knew theng- 
elves out of confinesof danger : And therefore ta 
woceed with their future adventures, the next 
morning as they were ſwiſtly riding by a Forreſts 
ide, they through the branches (which were ap; a- 
lled with a Summers veſture) might eſpie a very 


5 


defirous to enter, requeſted their Princes to alizyht; 
and accompany th:m, who glad in any thing thae 
ighc procure their Ladies deleftation, thereunto 
pndifcended; fo leaving their Pages with their 
Horſes , they enter the Forreſt,” dire&ing thiic 
ourle to the Cottagez whereto they were no ſoon» 
"er arrived, but thinking to find ſome (hepheardeſſc, 
"Inſtead thereof beheld a very beautiful young man, 
(which ſeeming to be overcome with forrow, ſta- 
Ldowed the vivacity of his countenance under the 
"Iwrinckled mask of a diſcontented viſage)iitting vee 
ci ry ſorrowſully ſhumbering on a verdane banke, 
+ aving a Book, Pen, Ink ad Paper cloſe by him ; 
* = v hick 


pleaſanc Cottage ;z which both Arhe/iz & Merſfilva 
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Which hearing the ſound of their voycee, 'rouſin 
up his ſpirits, came, and in this ſort ſaluted theh 


F Air Knights and Ladies !( for lo by the Phyſn ; 


« My of your faces you ſeeme to be ) admire nx 
at my ſorrowes, nor wonder not at my diſcon 


ſolation) for it is powerful fortune which hath inf 


veſted me with this miſerable calamity.: in reſped 
whereof, to evacuate his tyranny, and to triump! 
over his uſurpation, I have here ſolitarily wi-h 
drawn my felte into this Grove, of purpoſe to live 
though not fo well contented as I could wiſh, ye 
fo well Pleaſed as man in my eltace may :.my Ru. 
ral Cottage affords no Cates,bur povertic;yet as il 
is,it you pleaſe thereof to accepc,l will account m 
ſc]fe moſt fortunate, affuring you that what they 
wanteth, good will ſhall countervailc. 


Our Princes and Ladies perceiving the humor df 
his benignity , and the-nature of his kind proffers 


thinking their capacities far indebted to, his, boug: 0 


tifulnefle, very friendly by the tongue of Prin 
Palma, returned him this amourous anſwer. 


Ind Sir, the apparitions of triend{hip which ir 
our travels it hath pleaſed you to atiord us, « 
the diiplays ofamity which you have now demon 
firaced us, dota fo make the Idea of our gratulati 
01-5 run into. inftant admire, that we find ur f{elve 
{o far engaged in the bonds of arrcares,as; wr. ay 
tulutcly hold our imbe=iHicics inch,as our trangue 
cannot er preſent repay yOu Wim a CONGIZN Fe 
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-ompence for your unmerited courtehie; neverthes 
Welle, according tr the a&ions of Reaſon, and'riiles 
Þfamicy(albeita guerdone far inſufficient ro coun$ 
"ſrervaile the ntotives of your benignity ) we return 
"Hou very hearty thanks for yur proffered courte- 
he, ney you that if ever any tavourable ſubje& 
preſents, wherein ( in honour) we may partly re- 
Suite your kindneffe , you ſhall find us generally 
willing, and ſo willing, as the effe&ts thereof ſhall 
ſtern us to beno amators of ingratitude, bur' ras 
ther favonrers of debonaironefle. LS 
| I 

| Which no ſooner was pronounc'd,but the ſtran- 
 Þeer taking the two Ladies by the'hands, requeſted 
hem, as alfo the two Princes, to enter his hermi- 
"Frage : where in the beſt mannerhe could,he preſen- 
Fred them with a dainty collation of dryFigs,Dartes, 
and Apricocks, with other ſach fruts as the ſoyle 

Fof chat Cvuntry did afford ; which being ended, he 
Jo (he the Ladies the more pleaſure , demanded if 
Fthey pleafedto recreate themſelves in the Arbour, 
whercot being ſurpalling joyful, they very willing- 
ly agie:d; and fo handin hand with the Princes the 
ſtranger thewing the way, forth they wentz where 
Ipaſſing chrough a fragrant Ally beſet with Fir- 
trees theyat laſt attain'd the entrance of the garden 
where they were no ſooner arrived, but the*two 
Princefles after having viewed the treaſure'of the 


4 . 
wi 


{ fragrant hearbs, they to avoid the bright ardor of 
the ſplendent Sun ( becauſe a profefſed enemy to 
their Angelical beaucics y with as much celerity as 

mo= 


oderiferous flowers, and peruſed the wealth of the 


” mo 


cir bcloved Cavaliers wich il, 
glicity o! divine kifles failed not ( chaſtely ) to waj 
ahem their courteous welcome : the Reanger view | 
their amorous familiarity; ſuddenly wept, alff, 
fthe objeft thereot had ſome Regal prerogative ty, 
make him water his piants; in whereof, toff þ 
(mooth up his contemplative (orrowes under thy p 
Mark of a merry countenance, he inftantly hye, 
him co the Cottage, and returning ſpeedily; 
brought with him a dainty harmonical Lute; thdl a 
whie\ after having tuned, (thinking to delight , 
their cuciolty with the ruricy of his melodiouf;, 
matique ) be divinely wardled out a raviſhing Leſ,, 
(on, and thereuito contrafting his clareft yoyce 4 


as js ver 
tou 
Bowers - 


'2 where 


he {weetly uctered this caſuing Sonnet. ol 
| , þ 

'Bovke 1 but dhe (Abt) i this meuraſul frat : 
"hn ”) death t AFor of my ea E; th 
For then my death would to the world relate th 


Phat S aint was ſubjeft tomy Breaſts diſeaſe, 
Should death relate ( Ah! ) no, death muſt conceal: |® 
The drointy Miſtreſſe of my earthly joy. V4 
Live then: in peace ; yet feare ſtill toreveale 
The heavenly Aitreſſe of thy Hearts emy. 
fb ' Tet wot atreſſe of thy endleſſe paine, 
Bat the ſweet Angel of thy Breaſts deſire ; 
T herelore with Love immortally remaine, 


_ Within the fewel of her beamtics fre. 
Ne ſooncr had he caded his Sonnet, but he is 


Kan 


JI iicknefle. 
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vi] $ancly began «freſh to'weepe, and ſo determining 
co alfwrage is forrowes ( vatling his Bonnet) be 
refently departed, walking aloofe from chem in 8 
aire OT z the _— our amorous 
croop perceiving, began immcdiately eo conjefture 

FI that hewas In love with 1ome cruel Lady, and (6 
her rigorous repulſe was the motive of hls diftem- 
ey pered paſſion 3 whereat, weighing his grief by their 
MJ own malady, and his diſconſolation by their own 
ey all bewailed wy 9 er 

4 & picticd the accident of his diſtaſteful calamitygla- 
MT menting chat ever their arrival was the occaſion to 
al refreſh = ( — mp and for- 
14 rowing that their preſence .in his capacity ingen- 
 dered prejudicial comemplation.Yera laſt bing 
with Ariadne thred our biliory out the Garden, A- 
chelia and Mer/ilva roſe up,determining to d 
which T halmeno and Palma na ſooner perceiv 
they immediately hycd them to che kwots, ro ga- 
ther cach for his Miftreſſe a dainty Nolegay, whoſe 
beauty, ſcenc and (avour might beſt delighe the bu- 
mour of their fancies ; the which Achelia % Mer /ile 
v4 remarking, 'began once more to make the round 
of the Garden, and fo as fortune would, paſſing a. 
long by a tlately Pyne-tree, they upon the Barke 
thereot might elple the CharaRters of ſume Ver. 
ſes to be very curiouſly incarved , which deſirous 
to ſee, thereunto approaching, tound this or tha 
like fancic therein contained. 


F irſt Fiſh [hall flie wirhin the Element, 
And Atery- Bir as love inthe Ocean Sea , 
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Wl - Pee | 
| jd Fair Phxbus all for ſake the Firmumenty. | | 1. 1 
[1 pl And ſcorn to grace the cinitare of the Day; , 
1k : Thetis ſhall Wander o're proud Altas top, 
id; A AndNilus ceaſe towater Egypts land, 

' 4185 


The Earth into the Skies ſhallfountains drop, 
4:;d Neptune's F ace refuſe tokiſſe the ſtrand: 
*All Ships Galt ſaile upon the maſſie main, 
And Kina frieze at ſplendor of the Sun ; 
Dame Cytherea quite ſhall loſe her tram, 
Arid Elepants like Clouds in aireſpallrun - 


4 - Lebanus-Cedars ſal! like thiſtles ſpring, a8 
| #''OÞ And Hyſop-tops aſpire tmto the 5kie ; |; 
ty From Thule ro Gange the Dormouſe vaite ſhall rmg,ſ| | 
| Y |  AndGnats ſhall arink all Brooks and Kivers ary, n 
' | Befoye th Ideaof Florina's /ight h 
jo Shall once have pwer from me to take his flight. I; 
68 Which Sonnet peruſing, and punderingwhat 
þ Þ. this Lady therein mentioned mighc be; They im / 
Mk mcdiately went, and thereof advertiſed 7ha/men ;; 
+ _ C&Palma, whonocalittle admiring to lee the namgk; 
t ot Floring: there charattered, began to conjecturgh.. 
"44 that he might be Prince AZedor - in reſpect whereok). 


-ro:{atisfie heir ardent delire,chey with cheir Ladichh,, 
went towards him,where being entered the Bowerf,; 


IF 4 'T 2almenoboorded him as followeih, liv 
| 4 SET IS i "OC 
4, . «TD Afionate Gentleman ! for fo your gratiouf;; 
I\ ( yet ſorrowtul ) aſpe& induceth me to termg;j, 
$1 you : | beſeech you in triendfhip to certihe meſſre, 

08 whether you are acquainted with the Pringell,,, 


ie, Fl:rina Daughter unto the King of Nami; anQj.c 
- 6-18 
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alſo whether yon know Prince /edvr Son unto the 
King of Biaſard ? 


The ſtranger no ſooner heard pronoun'd the 
ſacred Name of Florina, but he inftantly as being 
conquered with too many divine cogitation, ( in 
fainting ſorc) fell roche ground; when cloſing 
his eyes, one would have thought he reſolved as 
then to take his laſt definicive Conge of this Caitiff« 
world. The which our amorous Crew no ſooner 

| beheld, but (pirtying this ſorrowtul accident)they 
ſo impleyed their belt sxi1l for his afliftance, that in 
1 ſhort time he recoverca ; and elevating himſelfe 
Nf upon his ( as yer ) weak lege, baniſhng ſilence from 
his falcring ronguc, he i: lighing fort breathed out 


theſe ſpeeches : 
at A H Flriyal whoſe Netar-name infufeth vita- 
N'y.L A lity co my weak fenles; Ard fo fetching a deep 
= feb, again continued as followeths Know ( CQUreeOus 
Knights, -and beautiful Ladies ) that I have been 
Ucquainted with the Princeſle Florinaz and to te 
-OF)aine, am thar untortunate Zedor which you en- 
dÞuire tor | Untortunate Meaor, I may well ſay, in 
EScing abicnt from Florina, the memory of whoſe 
livine beauty hath this forty moneths beene the 
$oddelle of my devotions. Therefore, gracious 
OlEnights, if you know any news of the aforeſaid 
Mrinceſſe, ! beſeech you in kindociſe to make my 
mffreaſt therewith acquainted; and to congratulate 
ee Four:courte(tes : I will in lieu tacreof iemainey our 
alFcctiunatc Sor vin | 
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146 THE FLOWER 
The which ſpeech he had no ſooner uttered, 


but Prince Thalmeno thinking it more then time to 
adminiſter ſome ſoveraign ditamnam to his tor- 


mented Patient, inſtantly returned him this ap- 
plauhble Reply, 


7 Hen know,Prince IMedor, that I am Thalmens 
Son and heire to Dy4ivo King of Crcilia, and 
this prince my coulin,Son to---King of Egy:t; who 
ſome two years lince, reſolving co travel, having 
united our reſolutions wich rhe league of amity, 
departed from ny Fathers Court, direAing our 


f 
f 
y 
U 


courſe to overview Africa, and fo landing at-»---(8 
and journying three dayes alone,being deſtitute off0 
a guide, and unsKilful of the Country, by misfor-JP: 


tune ſtrayed into an unknown deſart; but fortune 


willing to intermix our bitter ſorrowes with ſom 
dclicious pleaſures, condutted us- fortunately to 


| 


ol 


c 


beautiful Caſtle, which entering, we found th 


princelle Florina thereout the delolate inhabitanF"E 
who having forſaken her Fathers Court, yowaff®! 


there to remaine until the joytal return of yo 


WC 


princely ſelf; therefore valorous Azdor,it you plea) 3 
ro accompany us,we arc bound for Cicilia, and i el, 
mediately upon our arrvials,God willing, we w*” 
condudt you to the melancholy place of her fl ner 
tary retirement. ew 


1. 


AMeador having, his capacity repleatrd with t ba 


Zephyr wind of this fortunate newes, very kind 3 


( accepting of their protfer) paſt his word to F'4 


company them ; nay , and with ſo cheertulſf!'c 


counF*! 
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countenance, that in his dead conceit it ſeemed the 
abſent Idea of Florina had infuſed exat vitality;but 
at laſt fixing his humane eyes upon the ſweet obje& 
of the Ladies beautie, and ſo pondering upon the 
rarity of his ſweer F lor:na, he boldly demanded of 
Thalmeno what thoſe Ladies were,and what private 

occaſion induced them to travel?who relating him 
\ [from point to point the hiſtory of their amorous 
proceedings,and advertiling him likewiſe how they 
were deſirous to be tranſported fer C:ciliaghe there- 
upon after having ſaluted them with a Princely 
grace, and made his flaent rungueby an eloquence 
Oration diſplay the dexterity ot his ingenious ca» 
acity, very voluntarily proffered through rhe 

ineyards and Champion Country ts conduc 
them to the Sea-fide; for quoth he, { have travelled 
theſe parts,and know the dirett courſe to Golpho-Del- 
hey here / once Landed Our Amorous Troope be- 
1$"g divinely pleated with this applauſible n-wes, 
$1 inſtantly prepared to depart , where they 
,&<re no ſooner arrived, but Hedor very fortunate- 
0 met with a (bip of warre of Mzdagaſcar , which 
pc onging.to Duxe Alphonſo his Uncle, was by 
wcmpeliuous weather and contrary winds forced 
cfiiere to take harbor; glad of this unexpeRted 
ewes, aud triumphing in that they ſaw fortune ſo 
Ilingly aflilt theieftidelicies,taey forthwith ſwapt, 
I bargain with the Maſter co tranſport them, and 
oÞ a favourable wind cleering them from the coaſt, 
) $a ſweet ſympathy ot heavenly amity, hence they 
lÞilc for Cicrlia, where on the Sea they ſo long re- 
ained,that after many tem peituous torm's, having 
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paſt the Ifles of Fernando, the Bay of St. Arne, the: 
Coaſt of Gucnhie, Cape Verd, and the lfles of Tere 
riffa, they at laſt lately attained G:bra/tar the en« 
trance: oft he Mediceranean itraighcs; & ſo with j 
keej ing on their courſe for the deiited [{land of Ci: 
cilia being oppolite of Mar ſertis,they were towards 
the night, at the appearance of Cyrthia, very quiet- 
ly becalm'd, in ſuch ſort that their thip made nc 
way, but onely floated upon the face ot Neptwreſf ' 
according as the {]acknefie of the current drave her 
ſo that at laſt kceping good watch,as the third glai © 
was in cle&ion to be finithed, the Mr. in his Ruſyd * 
ſet Cap, walking aloft. upon the Spare-deck, ver; 
apparently heard the noyſe of Oares plowing inf P 
the intrails of Thet:s 3 whereat aſtoniſhed, refolvin tf 
to prevent the worſt, he mounted the main ſhrow” 
dire&ing ſtill his linced eyes, by his attentive earaſſ*® 
ſo long till at laſt(right a- head in their Fore-footh '*© 
he might: e'pie a very ſtout Galley, uſing all poſſibly" 
ſpeed with Oares and Sayles, {wiftly made tc his 
wards them ; at which unlookt for accident ( wi ob 
a magnanimous courage ) rouling his ſpiritr, <2! 
with his {ilver Whiſtle thundered forth afreſh al! 
rum, whcreat the whole Toop of Sca- ſtriplings ( Fo, 
if they had been at unawares ſurprized ) with a galſt®e 
Jane courage (quitting theic courſe pavilions iro, 
mounted the upper Deck, admiring exceedingſ}91 
what rhis unaccuſtomed accident meant; the whi 

no {ooner they had done, but the Mr. (hewing th** 
the cauſe, chop (ceing the ſubje& before th(Elg 


eyes, very inſtantly with heroicall - reſoJntiqPfal 
ferched forth their Muskets, and provided Þ'” 
liipgs which might be any way ncedful for a c0 
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bat; amongſt the reſt the Mr.Gunner burning with 
delire to approve ſome experience of his prailwor- 
thy Art, requeſted the Captain that he might make 
dome ſhot or two towards them; whereat condit(- 
eending, a couple of Demi-Culverings ( which lay 
direQly forth in the Prow ) were Immediately pru- 
vided, whereunto giving fire { all the company 
ſaying Amen ) forth went the (hor, with a divilith 
fury ; which being well aimcd, fo happily arrived 
't6 thedefired mark,that it not only madea maſſacre 
amongſt the miſerable {}zves,but alſoat ſa ſuddain 
2 motione made the Commanders themſclves trem- 
ble, in ſuch ſort, that finding their welcom not fo 
pleaſant as they expefted%in went their Ores,dowg-. 
-< their Sajles,'eah berook themſelves to their guard, 
(not oncepreſuming to approach more neer till 
the morning ;i which our Maſter no ſooner percei- 
ved, but knowing that they would linger ul the 
Enext day, having appointed each his place, and in 
aq bis abſence given the chief Commanders thereof the 
Jobſtri& charge, down goes he to the Cabine to 
Jcomfort our rlmoſt comfortlefſe troop of Lovers, 
who alas, lay in a mcere exa& humor of ditpaire; 
For they no ſooner heard the rhundering report of 
he Caſt-peece, but they genarally relolved it came 
from ſome neere-harbouring enemy : There might 
ou have ſeene Thalmeno morn, to fre his Athelrs 
;Sament; Palma ({igh,to (ce his eros (hed teares; & 
edor weep, to ſee them ail ſo diſconſolate; rhere 
night y ou have heard Athe/iaalmoſtſighed out her 
idheart,thinking to loſe her Tha/meno;have ſeen Mer- 
1 $/-4 on the point to melt into tears,rodepart ſrom 
-off 3 ” hee 
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150 ' THE FLOWER 
her Pa/ma,have perceived Medor afreſh with threats 
to menacethe gods for the loſſe of bis Florina; and 
In fine,+o have ſeen all co exclaim of their miſeries, 
In thatthe fatal Atrapos of miſtortune began fo 
ſoon to cut the thred of their future contentation, 
Which the Mr. percciving, having his breaſt pene- 
trated with the clangor of their dolorous cxcla- 
mations, very froliquely in the beſt ſort he could, 
bade them be all of good cheere, adding moreover 
that there was no fear in the matter, tor that he 
doubted not but in the morning to remain conque- 
rour; whereupon our three couragious Princes tell 
afreſh to comfort their two'{orrowtful Ladies, with- 
2M the influence of whoſe eyes for that night Mor- 

#5 could receive no entertainment ; for diving 
Into the conceit of the maſters ſpeeches, and con- 
jecuring they ſhould the next morning enjoy a hot 
breakfaſt , they began to doubt of their own 
ſafeties , and to imagine what bloudy ſtratagem 
mighe befall their Princely favourites, the which 
again and again imprinting within the Cabiner ot 
their memories cerebroſity , they cou]d not re- 
frain from bewatering their Damask cheeks with 
chryſtallinetears which diſtilled from the conduit 
of their ſorrowtul eyes : the which our Prince: 
perceiving , and ſeeing that no perſwaſive argu 
ments or ſolicicing intreaties might prevaile, of 
once evaporat their (ighs with the wind of cou 
rage, knowing that it now ſtood upon them C i 
ſo dangerous a cauſc)to demonſtrate their valours 
z& well ro prevenc their vwn captivicy from the Py 
rats,as alfo to free their Ladies,wichin whoſe bref 
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their affe&ionate loves, nay lives lay impriſoned ) 
very reſolutely without taking leave, departed ihe 
Cabin,% ſo thruſt themſelves among the ſouldiers 
and mariners,which were already in 'uling of auda« 
city to their valour,and of valcur to their refſoluti- 
ons; whom molt couragiouily they amated with 


ſuch undanted applaulible ex hortations, that ime- 


diately the ſouldiers,generally protelted to ſacrifice 
their lives for the eſtabliſhing ot heir tranquilities. 
So that when the limirs of night was expired, and 
that the dawn drew near,Aurora in her filver 2p- 
parel no {ooner began to look through the Catc- 
ments of heaven,bur our maſtcrs and Princes fo or- 
dered the matter, that chcir ftiags and ſtreamers were 
abroad playing with the wind, their Ordnance 
and a arang'd and Jaden, their waſte-cloaths 
unlooſed, their Newings laced up, their Yards 
(ling'd, their Companies divided, their Linftocks 
lighted, the Maſter upon the poop with kis filver 
Sword to wheaſe chem to the Lec-ward, and the 
Trumpets ready at a beck to ſound the firſt onſets 
On the contrary part, the Gally dighted her (elf in 
the pride of her warlike jollity, and with a va- 
lorous reſolution came toward(them, making ſuch 
terrible clamors and vut-crics, as it they mcane t9 
affight Jupiter himſelt in the cictad:l of his impre- 
enable monarchie: when inſtantly, the wind be- 
gining to freſb, our Maſter by the condeſent of the 
three Princes edged very neare; and {0 being come 
within Cannon ſor, bruught themſelves by their 
ſhort ſails, reſolving to atiend her comming, and 
with honour to fight it out; the which theGalley- 
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Slaves elpying, began to cry vittoria . conje&ucing, 


that they had already ycelded : bur zlas, they were 
deceived of their hope; for thinking to board them, 
the Ship in a moment powred in their {mal ſhot as 
thick as hail, and thertwithall Jer fly her whole 
broad- fide, which in the Galley made ſuch a rat- 
cling thunder, that their rails, penets, yea hatches 
andall began ( {uperbiquſlyto band with the sky; 
there might you have ſeen ſome dangeroully woun- 
ded, which lay gaſping thcir laft ; ſome already 
ſlain, Imbruing themſelves in their fellows blood 5 
and ſome, whoſe heads fiying from their bodies 
went to advertiic their friends vf their wotul Tra- 
gedies. Whereat the Captain and Commanders of 


the Galley fuming with rage, in that ſo unexpeCt- 


ed they received ſuch hot entertainment , diſdain - 
ing to dye in their debts, bade their Gunners give 
fire, where betwixt them was (© {urious a Combat, 
that it was hard to judge on which {ide victory 
would encline; But leaving the event thereof, to 
the inccnitancy of Fortune, wewill a little erre 
from the hght,1nd take a {econd ſurvey of our La- 
dies Jamentations, who bcing deſtitute of their 
Lovers, and looking every niinute for unmerited 
deach, making thcic eyes gulh forth tountains ,of 
rears, an1 their Breaſts volley forth millions of 
{1ghres, for ſorrow tearing their gorgeous appar- 
rel, and the tiefſes of their ranſlucent hair, lay 
imvathing their conceits in the flood ot diipair, as 
comforilefſe as innocent Lambs1n the paw of the 
I yon: their tonxacs cont utter no ſpeech , but 
C3 nM: of thitr Princes, whereupon continnal- 
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ly ruminating , they infuſed cheir courage within 
the labyrinth of perplexity. Ah, quoth Arhelia, 
would my breaſt might be a pulwark for Thalm®s 
preſervation ! and quoth Aſerflva,would my bo- 
dy might be a countermure for Palzza's ſatety ! elſe, 
quoth Athelia, 1 might dic in Thalmen's arme, to 
demonltrate my conſtancy | or quoth Aerſfilva, 1 
end my daies ar Palma's teet,to maniteſt my fidelity 
In which doletul manner,they mouurnfully remain- 
ed,as if T havatos had already afſummon?. their ſen - 
{ex £O pay nature her due. 

But again to our Combatants;who eagerly ſcek- 
ug, did fo valorouſly behave chemfelves, that it 
was impoſlible yer to judge,which 4ide Fortune did 


[moſt favour, But to conclude : as time gives a full 


period to all terreſtrical accidenrsz when the fatall 
diy Was almoſt finiſhed, wherein many had their 
lives caboltrohies moſt famoutly ſigned with the 
ſignet of death, the Galley molt dangerouſly ( be- 
tween wind and water ) received defpait ful ſhot, 
in ſuch pitciful manner,that they all within-board 


made a pirtiful cry : the which onr Princes under- 


ſtanding, Inſtantly conceived ſome hope of viftory; 
whereupon they afreſh let fly their roaring Canon, 
whoſe tiery bullets wrapt in terrour, made ſuch 
ſpacious breaches in the fide of the Galley, that 
they ſeeing no apparition of hope whereon to rely 
amaining their {aile, immediately yeelded, ren- 
dring themſelves to the mercy of their mortal ene- 
mies : the which our Princes an company per- 
celiying, for ſudden joy ſhoute1 amain, triumphing 
in the conqueſt of ſo famous a Vi&ory; when in- 
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ftantly they hoiſted out their Shallop to avoid thy 
prize: but now when ſhe was repleniſhed (uffici- 
ently with men and munijtion,if any repulſe perad. 
venture ſhould have been offered, our Princes were 
in a difficult difference which of themſelves ſhould 
therein go Commander. Tha/meno he willingly of. 
fered his ſervice,and Pa/ma he vowed not to ſtay be. 
kinde ; but princely MMedor, whoſe magnanimous, 
breaft did likewiſe inharbour a Hefors courage, 
ſceing his aſſociates in centention, which ſhould 
firſt 4 admitted, ſtcpt in and furiouſly proteſted 
chat they ſhould both ſtay with their Laides, and he 
only would go Maſter of the Ships : they likewiſe 
hearing of his voJuntary reſo]ution, allowed beſt 
of his reaſon , and ſo gave ſentence he ſhould. 
Whereupon with a noiſe of harmouical trumpets, 
away goes Medor ,and down goes Thalmeno and 
Palmato the Cabin. Thur cyen now comfortleſſc 
Ladies, being by the Herauld of report adver- 
Tiſed of the victory , came reciprocally to im- 
brace them with congratulation of their undann- 
ccd magnanimiries, v-here {o juyfull a mecting was 
betwixt them demonttrated, that their conceits 
which right then {wimmed in the Ocean of diſpair, 
did now float upon the blisful waves of pleaſant 
deleQation ; for their Cynthian complexions were 
metamorphoſed to cherry countenances ; and their 
mournfull eyes which were almoſt ſubmerg'd with 
brinifh teares, did now refie& their beams of ſplen- 
dent vivacity, as glorions Phebe being free from 
the cloudy priſon of ſable obſcurity, each joyfully. 
Joyed in each others preſence ; either reap'd _ 
then 
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chen exquiſite app!auſe, and ( in fine) all received 
ſuch dele&able contentation, that to be plain,my 
abrupt pen can no way diſplay chereot the exqui- 


fiteneſfle, becauſe my _ capacity was never. 
acquainted with the labyrinth of the like amorous 


| encounters. In reſpe& whereof, leaving their ſe- 
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crefie to themſelves, and the cenſure thereot to the 
in duſtrious Readers, I will make a briet apoſtro- 
phic from cheir melodious parling, anda little en- 
treat of Prince Afedors proceedings ; who by this 
time being neer the Gally, at laſt very reſolutely 
etitered his men without finding any to refiſt 
them , who ſecing they were all hidden, by found 
of trumpet commanded them to make their appca- 
rance: when immediatly in trembling ſort, out 
came the priſoners, who ſeeing their enemies with 
their ſwords drawn in their hands, inſtantly fel] 
on their faces, defiring pardon ; upon whoſe ſub- 
miſſlive proſtration Iedor commanded his Soul- 
diers, that upon pain of death none ſhould hure 
them, either in body or goods ; the which the 
Captain underſtanding ( conceiving ſome hope 
of his 1:berty ) very forrowfully came forth, de- 
firing his life, which benigne Prince Xador in- 
{tantly granted : Whereupon atter he had inform- 
ed kim from whencerthe Gally was, & to whom he 
appertained, he to Mador continued his ſpeech, as 
followeth : Albeic it greiveth my Valour ( coura- 
gious Knight ) to be conquered by any; yer fince 
my fortune muſt needs ( becauſe predeſtinated ) en- 
dure the frowne of Rellona, I again rejoyce in thar 
it was my blisfulnes to become tributary to ſo bs. 
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nigne a Commander, therefore kind Knight, in 
reſpe& that with ſuch heroical yoluntarineſs you 
have afforded as our lives, Know that within thiz 
next adjoyning Cabine, there is refident a verty- 
. ous Lady, whom fortune hath predeftinated to be 
our prifoner : Her parentage 1 know not ; but if 
outward geſtures may depaint inward qualities, I 
preſume ſhe is ſome Lady of noble decent ; her be. 
haviour( though in adverſity ) is ſuch,that as ſhe 
carrieth her perplexity with amodeſt countenance, 
ſo ſhediſdaineth to render her felt. tributary to 
the infidelity of Fortune. 


Aezdrr no ſooner underſtood this (unexpeRed ) 
newes, but burning with defire to know what this 
Lady might be ; yery friendly commanded the 
Captain to bring him to her preſence z where he 
was no ſooner ariv'd, but he might perceive this 
doleful Lady as it were imbathing her ſelf in the 
ftream of her tears ; having proſtrated her perſon 
one the floore, and overvailed her Viſage with an 
obſcure skarf, lying as it were in a Cyatical Le- 
thargie, thinking that the firſt thar entered was 
the Harbinger of death, or to be plain, the inhu-- 
mane adminifter of her untimely martyrdome : but 
lo,it fell out otherwiſe ; tor when ſhe thought he 
was lodging his Rapier in the cytadel of her inno- 
cent breaft, why even then he took ſeifure of her 
lily hand, and with an amiable voice uttered theſe 
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. Ariſe fair Laay ; for yonr life and liber ty is granted 
o# ! Whereat very inſtantly, as being acquainted 
with rhe yoice,ſhe with a commendable grace ſtart» 


edup; andpereciving ( as indecd ſhe thought ) thae 


ic was her Princely Medor which pronounc'd that 
melodious ſentence ; at the hearing thereof, as be. 
ing ravithed with too many divine cogitations, in 
4 | Hopi {wound ſhe 1cl] to his feet. IMeder per- 
ceiving this tragicall uncxpeCted accident, having 
his heart penetrated wich che Chaos of paſſionate 
fancies, failed not to imploy his beſt endeavour for 
her recovery ; and fo thinking to elevate her on 
her feeble leggs, by chance ruffling the Scarf from 
her beautiful viſage,perceived it to be his(gracious) 
Floringa ; whereat arouling the ſincerity T his eyes, 
and the vivacity of his conccmplations,and making 


his doubrfull conceits run to the confines of aſto-. 


niſhment, he at firſt preambulated with his curie 
olity, whether it were (he which ſo well reſembled 
the phyſnomie of her beauty ; but laſtly having 
diligently ſent the influence of his aſpe&s to make 
ſarview of her perſonage, and finding her to be 
eſſentially his unlooxt for Florin, with atrembles« 


ſpread arms moſt amoroutly went and imbraced 
her ; where ſo delightfull a meeting was betwixe 
them demonſtrated, that me thought from ſo plea- 
ſing a ſolace it was meer facriledge to ſeparate 
them : For if Meder outwardly rejoyced to pol- 
ſefſe hie affefionate Florina, F lorina reciprocal Fio 
heart ſfmiled to enjoy the preſence of her heroical 
Mador. Both ſcnt fort ditconſolate fighes in _ 
ne 
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nefle of their undaunted loves; and faire Floring 
” having ber conceits toſticated with too many aþ-fſc 
plauſible imaginations, could not ( being tran 7 
ported with atfection) refrain from bewatering the 
crimſon roſes of her angelical viſage with mariy 
rled teares, which deſcended the ſoile of her 
alabaſter cheeks. But in fine, Medor giving courage 
to his faltering tongue, thought to incampe thefſ 
eantguard of his ſpeeches ; but again refleing his 
mo aſpeAs upon the divine objeC&t of Florina't 
eauty, he ſo found his conceits devoted to flence, 
that the review of her chery-countenance ſmooth- 
Ing up his ſenſes in an exraſie of contentation, for- 
_ ced him inſtantly to fall into a deſpairful trance; 
* the which ſorrowful Florina perceiving, thelting 
WE + asit Were Into teares for imminent aggravation; 
2 with her Lily-fingers began to corroborate theſ - 
organs of his temples, ſo that the Nefar-balm off, 
- her foveraign breath infuſing vitality to his fickly 
%- * Afcnſcs,madchim again referch his accuſtmed co: - 
a4 rage, when inviting his wandering tongue to diſ- 
play the ſecrets of his wavering capacity, taking 
Florina by the alabaſter-hand, he from the pro- 
fandity of his conceits, and cabinet ot his affte&ti- 
ons, pronounced her theſe ſpeechcs following, 


\ H faire Florin ! if 1 might finiſh the period 

A of my dayes in the cinfure of thy embrace- 

* mems, or now facrifice the remainder of my life 
before the aſpeC of thy divine deiry, I {hould not 
only account my felt tayourcd ofthe Sts, in afford: 
19g 


Ing me ſuch good fortune, but alſo efteem my en 
terpriſes more then blisful, in being ratified by the 
Synod of the gods themſelves : but ſweet F lorina, 
( and therefore ſweet becauſe F lorma) fince the an- 
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Jeelical map of thy perſonage,and the ſacred Zephir 
Tof thy NeRtar ſpeeches have ſo freed me from the 


chains of bondage, and unlooſed me from the fet- 
ters of deſpair, that now before the ſhrine of your 
beauteous benignitygfair Miſtreſſe of my thoughts, 
and goddefle of my conceits!I preſent you with the 
zift of my ſcrvice,the donation of my conftancie,8 
the conſecration of my fidelity,afluring you thatas 
] have long ſince remain«d in the priſon of your 
celeſtiall beauty,ſo I reſolve to dye in being accou- 
ted your ever faithful ( and never wavering ) Ser- 
vant tO the end; that when the fatal fifters deter- 
mine to finiſh the cataſtrophe of my dayes,uupartial 
Charen may teſtifie that in the Elizian plains, mype- 


netential ſonl onely vowed to adore the beautiful = 


image of Floriva, as the brightCynoſure of eternal 
comfort,-to whom I dedicated the generality of may 
terreſtrial devotions, 


Which heavenly Tpeeches F /orina no ſooner under- 
ſtood, but over-ſhadowing the center of her lil 
cheeks with the damask —_ of acrimſon vail; 
having imbathed the Imps of her tender capacity 
in the ſtream of Love, and the conceits of her mai- 
den reſolutions in the flood of afte&ion, being as 
it Were in a very deleCtable extaſie ( albeit ſudden 
conceited joysmade her ſenſes, yea ſelfto tremble) 
ſhe in ber Ivory hand taking her ſnow-white hand- 
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kerchift, and evacuating the pearled teares fron 
her chryſtalline countenance, with. a lovely. ( ye 
ſorrowtul ) voice, ſhe returned him this pleaſan 


A H Princely 7edor ! If. my capacity were ac 
quainted with that friendly god which ra 
fied thy freedome, or with that favourable Sai 
which reconduQted thee to my preſence: my finceny , 
congratulation ſhould before their ſ1ght diſpla 
with what faithful conſtancy I attended thy com 
ing, and now with what ſimpathy of entire amig} , 
ty, I honour thy arrivalt : therefore welcome; 
nay more then welcome.) ſweet /1zdor to thy}, 
{forrowtfull Florina, and millions of thanks to graf.. 
cious Mars,forinveſting me captive to ſo fortunatg, 
a conquerour : fortunate I may well ſay, becauſf,, 
in the eſſence of thy perſonage, my abſolute ( nay, 
onely ( ſolace lay impriſoned; and it more may; 
be, more then forvunate, in being by theenjoyang. 
of thy proſpedt deprived trom the re{idence of my 'y 
accuſtomable diſconſulations. Ah deare Mednf, 
lince thy ſforrowfull departure, I have lived mo 
comfortleſſe ; yet in enjoying the felicicy of thi 
viſage, Inow wreath up the memory of aggrava 
tion in the cinders of oblivion ; love ( yea love 
becauſe invincible affc&ion hath ſo captivated m 
conceits, and conquered my fenſes, that onely 
now live to ſerve ſweet MMedoy; and maugre the c 
{c&s of Fortune, rcfolve to dye in the amorou 


leggne of his deſired friend(hi P. 
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 Medor pondering upon this kind anſwer, and 
perceiving his conceits were exceedingly obliged 
co her courtelie, ſtraining her molt affetionately 
by her Lily fingers, and binding his partial aſpets 
upon the Temple ſoyle of her Ivory incarnate vi- 
ſage, imbracing her again within hislovely (nay 
more then lovely, becauſe molt taiihtul ) armes, he 
from the concavirty of his joyful breaſt, ſhaped her 


_- 


this friendly anſwer. 


— 
—_ 
- 


y A Hdear Florina! whole lively fight infuſeth vi- 
- tality to my dead ſenſes; baniſh now from 
thy breaſt the memory of ſorrow, and let only the 
MF motives of contentation flourith in the Common=- 
4 wealth of tny conceits ; for now before the ſhrine 
of thy ſacted (elfe, upon the Altar of fidelicy, 11e- 
Idor preſents thee with (o compleat a portion of un- 
Mdaunted friendſhip, as you any way candeiire, or - 
*Fthe gods themſelves diſtribute : And ({ieer Flor ina, 
rc: by fortune it ſo fajleth out, thac now contra- 
Jy to my expeation you are maile my blistul pri- 
"Noner, know Miſtreſſc of my imaginations, an:|An= 

el of my delights, that in moſt honourable com- 
any I am bonnd for C:c/lia, where as ſoone as A 
lus and Nep:unc (hall fer mealtiore, I will mcſt wil- 
ingly, if you pleaſe, ſolemnize the Rites uf our 
uptials with the contrat of Marriage, and rati- 
ie my beautiful F/or/zs to be the ſole and ſupreme 
mpreſſe of my breaſts expcQarion. 


F/;riza no ſooner underiood the harmonious: 
'þ;invl-gic of thece ſacred ſpeeches, bur in her 
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Dreaſt & capacity ſweetly ruminating upon the ſu- 
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Ered Cadenca of their dele&able interpretation,al(- 
ſammoning her Maiden ſenſes in the field of affeRi- 
on, ſhe inſtantly returned him this kind anfwer, 


5m not, ſweet 7fedor, that having long fince þ 
devoted my ſelf thy hand-maid, ] wil now re- ft 
pent me of my enterpriſe, and fo fruſtratethy ex- þ 
| ty in the Autumn of their hopes,bur rather 
pray reſolve ( at leaſt if my prayers may gain ac- 
Ceptance in the front of your amity ) that F/oring 
efteems the ſeale of our Nupcials to be the preamble 
of her fortunacy, and theuniting of our affe&ions 
the very quintelſence of her felicity 3 therefore 1 þ 
beſeech you delay no time, but rather advance thy 
enterpriſe, to the end that Medor receiving the 
chief ſolace of his breaſt, F /oriva may reciprocal-F 
ly enjoy the deſired Prince of her immortal de- 
RR T- | | : 


ot. 

AMezdor infuling her applauſible reſolution with- Þs,! 
In the afſeQionate profundiry of his competent 
cenſure , having his breaſt penctrated with moreſf: 
exquiſite amity then he ever thought Venus preſen+Þ#li 
ted to her wanton Adonis, or Dido to her waveringÞeac 
ZEneas, (ending again the influence of his aſpeRts toſſid 
ratifie a mutuall combination wich her Angelica ve 
beauty, he kindly imbracing her ſlender waſte, andÞ; \ 
courteouſly giving her corall lips the impreſſe of Þted 
Ne@tar kiffe, with a gracious tamiliar reſolutiouſelt 
framed her this amorous anſwer. = » 
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Hy then, my faire F /orina, make ready for 
your departure; to the end that 1 may 
dvertile my Princely Aﬀociats of our blisfulneſle, 
nd fo proſecute our voyage to Cicilia, To Cicilia ! 
 Ewoth Florima : and therewithall che pearled reares 
ſfrickled down her Vermilion cheeks; which g412- 
pr perceiving, and admiring at her ſuddain forow- 
 Fulneſs, couragioufly demand:d ker the occaſion of 
, er diſconſolation. Oh * quoth Z /orina, ſince I firſt 
eard you repeat the name of Cicilia, my preſent joyes 
th afreſh put me in mind of my forepaſt miſeries : for , 
wely Mxdor , having for thy ſake ſequeſtred my ſe!fe 
ym all company,and built up my reſidence #2 a deſolate 
aſtle, thereunto unexyettly arrwved two forratgne 
zights from Cicilia, who in reward of ſome (mall be- 
nity I afforded them, proteſted very ſolemnly to re- 
arch thee out (at left if the confines of Atrica did con- 
un thy perſonage. ) Well quoth Mzder, & have you 
ot fince beard of their adventurous proceedings ? 
- Ne,replyed F lorina, whereat 1 much ſorrow, in reſpett 
uſe) were amators of my paſſions, favourites of thy af- 
re9:ons. Thus with molt pleaſant pratle in amorous 
1$liance they deluded chertime; till ac laſt Prince 
\Þeaor [haking himſelf out of his delicious dumpe, 
toÞid arouſing his ſenſes from their amorous plaudie 
a; very ſecretly in his breaſt ſtamp'd this reſoluti- 
i; Why 2Z2or, are thy humane afte&ions fo de- 
 Fted to lovethat now in entertaining Cxpid, thou 
wireſt XZars a farewel,or in courting Cytherea, thou 
veſt Bel/oza deſolate ? whatyhath the faire aſpetts 
Floriza ( with Circes ) ſo.charm'd the fuel of thy 
b$ue, that in contemplating on ber beauty, thou 
N 3 in- 
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intotnbeſt thy military a&ions in the fhrine of ob. 
livion ? No; no, Med : Aﬀe&ions are but fanciey,f 
and love doth beſt reſemble the flowers of Syria |; 
þ which no ſooner flouriſh with the ſplendantnelle dfff.c 
Titan, but fade with the obſcuricy of Cynthia;fn 
thereforc let paſſionate fictions give place to fame; 
and let amorous conceits ſtoop to magnanimity+« Jh 
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| | 
fr Which aſpiring ſpeeches he go ſooner pronounJT, 
cd, bur inſtantly his taic F/oriza,in the jollity of beſhi 
beſt attire,ruſht from out her Cabinet;at the fuddeJſjn 
fight whereof, forgetting his former inhuman confi; 
clutions, and now dcvorting his future oraifons tj; 
the Altar of her excellency, having loſihis Martighp 
courage in the Phyſnomy of her etieminate counſio 
renance, and drowned the motives of War in hf 
| chryiialline Vermilion of her beauty, he reſolvgſi\ 
li! to direct his pace towards her ; but ſhe perceivinſſice 
| his prefence, determincd to prevent his purpoſk 
and ſo meeting him halfe waies, delivered him thin 
lovely ſalutation. _ 
| ON, 
Ome ſweet Madorlet us here-hencedepart, thc 
\_/crown our miſeries with the triumphs ct coffile 
rent; Fortune you know is varia5le, therefore pe, 
{i-p notime( in cfle&ing our Nuptiats ) while ofife / 
portunity doth preſent 3 Only this betore wedfrex 
part, I intreat you that thee mit-rable flaves Win 
your conquering valour made caprives,may (with P, 
out prejudice of their fubitance vr icives ) have lic 
permiſſion to dep. rt taicly. ” 
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OFFIDELIT,IE. 16g 


Prince Medor well liking her benign nature, and 
| commending her capacity for projefing ſo chari- 
{table a vercue, very willingly thereunto condiſcen= 
I ded, and fo taking conge ot his priſoners, ard come 
:manding his Shallops to be made ready, ( imbra- 
4cing his goddefle F /orina in his Princely arms) with 
his noiſe of clarent Trumps moſt cheerfully de- 
parted ; but long he floated not on the ſurges of 
MThetis, till a favorable Zephyr gale recondufted 
Ghim in ſafcty te his ſhip, where courzgioufly enter= 
ing, and demanding for the Princes,anſwer was in- 
rſtantly made him, that they were in the Cabine, 

laying on the Lute to delivht their Ladies; where- 
ion leaving Florina ( for a whiles ) at the doore, 
nflown goes he to participate of their exquitite melo-- 
ily 3 the which T ha/mzero and Palma no ſooner per- 
\Feived,bur laying their inftruments apart,cach par= 
infliculacly wich his Lady went and ſaluted him, 
olSking what news? why none quoth 2Ledor, bug 
unly. chis, that inſtead ot a rich prize, | have found 
n ineſtimable Gem, the valuztion whereof, in my 
onceit, may nar ſtfficiently be numbred by the 
Whole induſtrious charafters of -Arithmetiques fa- 
ofiity. Nv, quoth Arhelia and IMerſilva, why then it 
© Wpeares you have lirhred upon the Mint of Mexico, or 
 Ofie {x/lerr forte of the Minerals of Peru, Neither have 
eAreplyed Medpr, and yet [ divinely rejoyce in poſ- 
S Wing the tenuity of fo ſacred a preſent. Whereun- 
vi Palma and Thalmeno anſwered, It :5|then like 
'e Wince Mxdor, that you have underſtood ſorne novelty 
m your Princeſſe Florina, or at leaſt ſeen the reſerte 
ew 1daa of her beautiful exceilency. Maaor hearing 
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164 THEFLOWwER 
thedivine name of his Flozina repeated, cold not 
refraine from producing tecret {miles, becanſe the 
 fyllables of her ſacred Anagram ravithed his Cencet 
in an cxtalie of deleQation; whereat F loring advan: 
cing her pace, preſented her ſelte before the com> 
pleat view of the company; at which beauritul ob- 
jet, Thalmeno and Palma reflefting their linced re: 
gards upon the ſuperlative daintineſſe of her Angel + 
licat Phyſnomy, preſentlyconjettured her (_ as in| y 
deed ſhe was ) to be the perfett perſonage of admit t, 
red Floring; but again, not able to ratifie their 
{uſpeRted aſſurance with certainty,ſtill concempla 
ting on the rarity of ſuch exquiſit perie&tion, look 
Ing one on the other, durlt not preſume in adven 
turing to ſalute her; on the other ſide, Flor; 

binding the influence of her ſpeculation upon thi 
mirror of their countenances immediatly ( þ 
the Archit«& of their complexions ) deemed thenff gf 
to be Thalmeyo and Palma; but at laſt after many eq 
amorous re gards ſent from the influence of rheig} 

eyes were evacuted, Thalmeno refetching the ſerif th, 
bility ofhis conceirs, began to eftegme that it w (re 
abſolntely faice Floriva upon the ſoil of which af 
plauſible reſolution, definitely ere&ing an aſſure 
foundation , he very joyfully fteprt, and with 
lovely kiſſe ſaluted her in this ſort. 
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H ſweet Florina! thrice welcome to joyft g 
1X Thalmeno,and millions of thanks to debonalſag. 
fortune for inveſting mine eyes with the object qf@} 
ſachunexpeted blisfulneſſe! F /orina hereat bluſly 
ing inthe Lily ſoilc of her alabaſter cheeks (to t 
ſpe&ato 
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OF FIDELIT IE, 165 
fpe&ators ſight ) produc'd the apparition of crym+ 
ſon Roſes; and ſo (after having glanced upon //ſz- 
doys excellency ) addrefling her ſpeech ro Princely 
Thalmeno , ſhevery gallantly with a modeſt grace, 
| returned him this dulcid reply: 


l Thanks, courteous Prince, for Jour heroical benignity; 
| & more ther fortunate am Ito be the eſſential ſubjeX of 
4} your dileftable content ation.But here PrincePalmain= 
i cerrupting her ſpeeches, went majeſtically,and like- 


jeſticks of affeftion,ſuch joyful plaudities of exqui- 
fite amity was repeated, that Athe/iaand Merfilua, 
(of Florina unſeen ) fitting attentively in a corner 
admired what this unlookc for proſpe& betokenedz 
I for firſt inveſting the habilement of a jealous con« 
jecure, they thought this minion of beauty was 
n} of purpoſe come to fruſtrate their hopes of expe». 
FN cd contentation : but inſtantly poizing the fideli- 
I ty co their Princes by their own affe&ions, and 
their undaunted loves by their abſolute likings, 
(repenting themſelves for the conceit of fuch un- 
tierited inconſtancy ) they both reſolved in fami- 
 liarcamity very kindly to ſalute them : but Prince 
Mzdor ſtanding aloof from their preſence, and con- 
kQuring by the mutability of their countenanges, 
that their imaginations weretoſticated in the ſur-. 
pes of perplexitie, finding a lovely remorſe in his 
JaffeQionate brealt,with a gallent ( heroical ) re« 
Solution went and in this fort, ſaluted them: 
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<} wiſe ſaluted her; where betwixt theſe three ma«. 
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Air Princeſſes, ( and therefor fair, becauſe ems 
| belliſhed by ſupreame deity ) This beautious || y: 
Nymph C if ry. withour partiality) which 
here preſents her ſelfe before the influence of your || c 
contemplation, is (only) the (weet ſubſtance of my || x 
(admircd ) Florina ; Florina I ſay, whole exquiſite || 
Pourtraidt and dainty perſonage | adore as the uni- f| x 
que goddefle of my capacitics telicirie, 


Athelia and 1Merfilva ſwallowing down the Am» 
brofian ſweetnelle of theſe ſugred ſpeeches, and 
infuſing In their cerebroiities the unlook*t for event 
of this applauſible accident, demonſtrating by the 
plaudity of their ſmiling aſpe&s,that their conceits 
were raK'd up in th: imbers of dele&ation, with 


the: ſympathizing aniry of one melodious voice 
returned him this harmonical.an(yer : 


oy TY OY ano—_—_— Pc w— -— — 


Nay then, Prince Medor, we exquilitely rejoyce in 
that Celeſtiall deity hath Coroniz'd the trinary of 
vur affetions with the Garland of content; and 
much ſolace in that the fancies of our conceits are 
ſo blisfully con firmed by the fortunate arrival of 
your divine F /orina ! Whereupon Prince Madv 
gratifying their courtefies with thanks, and their 
curivinics with atteQion, taking each by the Lily 
hand, determined to go and ſaJute his Saint ; but 
on the cantrary part, Prince Thalmeno and Palms 
conceiving their determination, thought to pre- 
vent their purpoſe, and fo imbracing the Lady 
Florina in their armes, went reciprocally likewilc 
to meet them ; yea, and in ſuch amorous ſort, that 
each 
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OF FIDELITIE; 169 
each lovely Band advancing there pace,rhey at laſt, 
very affeftionately approached one the other 
where on both ſides was demonſtrated ſuch ſuper 
ceremonious courtelje, that for inſtant joy me. 
thought my Muſe flood filent, as being raviſhed 
with pleaſure in the labyrinth of delefable admi- 
ration. | 

To relate therefore the lovely-ſmiles, affe&ionate 
fighes, piercing countenances, and pleaſant prat- 
tle which were banded and ſent between this amo» 
rous army, were but a meritorious ſubje& to 
make this my ( abiupt ) Pamphet ſwel into an am- 
ple ſtory. Therefore to avoid prolixity , and yet 
in ſuch mediocrity, as hoping not to incur 'the 
Readers indipnation, I will leave to conlider with 
what fervent deijie each wiſh't themſelves landed 
upon the ( eſteemed PaQolus ) ſhoares of golden 
Cicilia, the which the Maſter of the Ship percel- 
ving( having his breaſt penetrated with the con- 
fideration of their tormented amities ) failed not 
to the utmoſte of his power to ſhorten their Sea=- 
faring Voyage ; ſo that hoyfting on more Saile, 
and plowing through che liquid intrals of Nerexs , 
they at laſt in a radiant day(whenTrtar in his MHe- 
ridran thron began with his ſplendent locks to vile 
the Weitern Plains ) very fortunately eſpyed the 
deſired coaſt of C:ci/;a ; which at firſt they could 
not well make antill the Ara Promontory de- 


' cided th:ir doubt : which the maſter perceiving 


( throwing up his Cap for joy ) went and imme- 
diatly adverttfed our Cyprize ti: 00p of this fortu- 
natenews ; which no {ooner was by che Herauld 
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| G6f report bruted amongſt them, but inflantly lea- 
| ng theiramorous { yet chaſte ) dalliance, they 


| very cheerefully ( being deſirous to repleat the in- 


) 


fluence of their eyes with ſo wiſhed for an vbj 


which time the winde continually freſhivg, t 
werealmofſt approching the ſhore ; the proſp 
whereof ſo revived their (ickly ſenſes, that Prince 
Thain at laſt ſeeing the Ship at an Anchor, very 
_ riouſly commanded the Boatfen to fer them 
A-1an | 


In which mean time the three Printefſes hying to 
their cabinets, did ſo gorgeouſly dight themſelves 
In the pride of their gliſtering jolliry, that they ra- 
ther reſembled heavenly Nymphs,then humane Pa- 
ragong,and Sacred Queens, then Terreſtrial Per- 
ſonages ; For their Angelical cheeks, which their 
| mperyde=— ce to ſport withall; their glo- 

y fronts, within whoſe Alabaſter circumference 
the Graces range in; their piercing eyes of power, 
£o obſcure the brightneſs of Olympus; and their 
Ivory paps, wherein their azured veins make 
their Neftar Ampythrite diſplay fuch a delicate 
apparition of Paphian allurement,that I abſolute» 
ly conjeftured #lyſſes would have ftoopt to con- 
template on the ſoyle of their countenance ; an 
Trpiter himſelf, ac their delicate fight, ro be in- 
veltcd their favourite, would have left fair Gam- 
»»ede deſolate upon the Downs of 14a, So now 
the blisful hour of their departure being come, arm 


in arm, like Saints of Felicity they raſhed forth, 


pre- 


oſt coutagiouſly mounted the upper Deck; by 
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tending their arrivall, received them with more 
then exquiſite applauſe; where amongſt them 

ſo many millious of Amazon ſpeeches, that the 
morives thereof, would have daunted the proudeſt 
enemicof ( Angelicall) Cytherea: Butin fine, they 
generally raking leave of the Company, ( and the 


Shallop ready ) in moſt exquiſite Heroical manner 


they moſt gallently departed ; At whoſe Zlrimwmw 
vale, the Maſter gave tuch a thundering volley of 


Ordnance, that the rebounding Eccho thereof 


drave the Harbouring Cicilians into the effright= 
ing humour of Timerofitie ; upon which unex- 
Qed Accident, prefuppofing that ſome Forreign 
Yuma was come to invade them, they in ſwarmes 
of Martial! Troops dire&ed their courſe to the 
Sea-i{ide, upon _ le — =u_ Drums 
couragioully ſounding, and Enkgnes ſumptu 
diſplayed, they very valorouſly attended het 
Landing. Our Princes perceiving this unexpe&ed 
Warlike Aſſembly, began immediatly to doubt the 
iſſue of their Martialll determinations ; ſo that 
grounding their reſolutions upon the Rock of dif- 
cretion, and their imaginations upon the Bul- 
wark of Tranquility, they afar off comman= 
ded a Banner: of Truce to be demonſtrated ; and 
ſo evrapourating feare from their courage, and ti 


tmcrolity from their Countenances, they very au= 


daciouſly drew near the ſhore ; Which the Cici- 
lians eſpying, being defirous ro know of what 
Countery they were, and what this unaccuftomed 
Alacme meant, in ſwartnes of Martial Troops 


with 


16g - 
preſenting themſelves to their Princes; who at 
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 - with magnanimous reſolutions, they advanced, 
to prevent their landing : But Prince Thalmeno 
with the reſt of his amorous Aſſociates, not paſſing 
for their flouriſhing bravadoes, commanded the. 
Boatien to row them aſhore; which no ſooner 
was effeted, but preſenting their Ladies with 
wany-ſugred killes (for the'r Bier Venue) each con- 
diitting his own beautifull Saint, they very vali- 
antly marched forwards : The Cicilians conjeftu. 
ring to have fought ſome hot sKirmiſh, being one- 
Iy inſtead therzof met by this weake company, 
drag'd their Enfignes with langhter in che duſt, 
whereas heretofore they ſuperbiouſly difplayed 
them in-the aire with dough: inefſe. In fine, the 
chicte Commanders of the Regiments, burning 
wich defire to know what this Martial efteminate, 
Tragi-Comedy meant, with couragious reſoJu- 
tions advanced their ſpaces to parle with them : 
whom no ſooner they approached, but tirſk glan« 
cing their aſpets upon the beaucifull countenan- 
ces of 'the Angelicall Ladies, they at laſt making 
an Apoſtrophe from thcir Beauties, ſertled their 
Hghts-upon the bold Complexions of the admired 
Enightss ſothat their ( Lynceus ) eyes ranging cir- 
camipetly upon the valorouus Phyſnomy of their 
Ficroical viſages, they ar laſt very apparently per- 
ecived their Soveraigne voung Prince Thalmero to 
be there preſent : Ac which applautible ( contem- 
yiative) Object, having their hearts conquered 
with inftant Trophies of many deleQable Tri- 
umphs, they caſting aſide their weapons, went and 


| h | tubmiiliycly profirated themſemſelves to his feet : 
hy which 
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which Prince Tha/meno perceiving, after having 
gratified their loyall atte&tionate humility with 
thanks, commanded them to Troop up their 
{| Forces, and ſo to accompany him and his Prince- 
Ly affocfates to the Palace : Which radiant cele- 
fall newes was no fooner bruted in the Camp, 
bur very ſumptuoully in Warlike array, the pore 
ches being ſtrewed with Laurel boughs and Rocs, 
they gallantly marched forwards; whereof the 
ancicnt” King Druino being ceriainly advertiſed, 
( having his heart raviſhed wich the applaulible 
news of his Son Thalmens's arrivall ) inſtantly 
commanded three ſuperbious rich Coaches to be 
ſent towards them,to convey him with hisPrincely 
companions to the Court, which trampling coura. 
gious Courſers, like the Steeds of Phabus, made 
{uch ſpecdy celerity, that in. ſhort time they drew 
ncer the Suburbs of eſta; which being.the ca- 
pital City of Cicilia, was fo proudly dight in the 
rride of her warlike jolicy, th.t the multitude of 
roaring Canons, and ils ( 7-is ) Enſligns being 
planted on the Bulwarks an2 Towers, rather mad- 
me conjecture ic tobe famous Troy, then tair Mel.- 
The King his father being certified of his nee 
proach, accompanied with his Jovely Qur 

gether with a gliſtering Regiment of L 
Cavaliers, .very Majeſtically ifued f- 
them, where before the Poct-Roya! 
ouſly ſaluted each other, and inf 

as was either in right duc io th 

ſon ( correſpondent ) tcfittir 
likewlic with joyful tearcs } 
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Is =—_ having generally ſaluted as well Prince 
| mene, as Palmaand Aedor, with their beauti- 
+ ful Ladies, they in pompeous magnificence rode on- || 
to the City; at whoſe joyfull entrance, the Loy= 
al-hearred Inhabicants cauſed ſuch a thundering 
peal of Ordnance to be diſcharged, that the terrible 
rebounding eccho thereof not only affrighted J- 
pier in his Celeftial Diadem, bur likewiſe made 
Afar: himſelfe tremble in the ( ſacred) Bulwark of 
bis impregnable Citadel ; the ſtreets alſo as they 
paſt, were beautified with many ſumptuous Page» 
ants, where to demonſtrate the Citizens roluntary 
kindnefſe, this Royal Troop was teaſted with ma- 
ny curious banquets, preſented by peerlefſe Vir- . |; 
_ of ſuper-excellent beauty : Thus paſſing the |; 
ects In bravery, being impaled by the warlike 
young men of the City, they at laſt arrived to the 
dignified Palace ; where a double Court of Guard 
( commanded by the chiefe Nobles of the Iſland ) 
moſt famouſly received them. T'o recount therefore 
the ſumptuous Feaſtings, the triumphant Tiltings, 
© majeſtical Maſques, and the honourable aſfſem. 
wherewith King Dr#izo admicedly celebrated 
'val, were ( 1 think ) ſuperfluous ro this my 
"mphiet, and the Readers diſcreet capaci- 
conjeAure he can more curioully con- 
"ntemplation, then my Infant-Mule 
"late it; by vertne of which pre- 
riefly wich our hiſtory : 
"om point to poinr difplayed 
* the manner of his proceed- 
'm the vertugus (Princely ) 


_dif- 


lition of the three Angelical Ladies (bug eſpe» 
y of his Saint {thelia) he being ( upon report 
thereof ) deſirous to try if the temple of her ſenſes 
were adorned with ſuch race perfe&tions as his Son 
affirmed, very privately invited her to afecret con» 
fexence 3 where wreſting her with ſundry intricate 
ueſtions, as well of witas loyalty, Love as Mo- 
lefty z he at iaft found her compleately ſo vertuous, 
that comparing her ingenious qualities wich her 
Princely deſcent, he accounted himſelfte hapy to be 
endued with ſo gracious a Daughter, and bis Son 
moſt fortunate in being endowed wich 1o peerlefſe 
a Paragon ; the Queen likewiſe refle&ting a partial 
eye upon her modeſt geſture, and prying, into the 
1 concavity of her Princely conditions, found her 
naturall qualities to be ſo adorned with the affable 
demonſtratives of debonair benignity, that period- 
ing her capacity with this definitive reſolution, ſhe 
thoughr her not onely ro be a ſecond Drara for mo- 
deſt chaſtity, bur alſo a ſuper-excellent Calliope for 
ingenious curioſity ; by vercue whereof, ftil ſeriouſ- 
ly ruminating upon the meaſured Cadenca of her 
Princely educations, as alſo pondering upon the 
ſplendant vertues wherewith they ſaw the Garden 
jof hergliſtering cerebrolity to be imbelliſhed, ſhe 
imediately reſolved ghar no greater blifſe could ac- 
cidentally befall her Sonne, then ( for his Nuptial 
compartner ) to be graced with ſo ſweeta Princeſs, 
ſo that the Father being (applauſibly ) pleaſed, the 
Mother more then divinely contented, and both 
triumphing in the conceirs of this deleQable ſym- 


» @ 
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276 THEFLOWER 17M 
pleaſure in their contemplation, untill they. had F 
aſſgned the day of deſire, wherein the two dar«|9 
lings of Love might enjoy the fruition of their ar 
dent affeftion; which wat not long prefixing ; for #1 
their Princely Parents knowing the frailty of © 
youth, the force of love, the power of beauty, andJ6e 
the ethicacy of temptation, thought whiles occafionÞ#* 
did preſent, to let no opportunity {lip ; and there. 
fore, in theplaudity of a pleaſant humour, appoin-[F! 
ted that the next Feſtival / which was ſome twen-F'r 
tydayes following) their Nuprial Rites ſhould beſÞ 
ſolemnized ; which ſacred divine news T hal -:en9 
& Athel:anolo ſooner underſtood, but having their d 
hopes elevated upon the wings of contentaticn, 

flew as it werealoft, in the Celeſtial Paradiſe of e- Jy 
ternity ; ſo, as imbathing their curioſities in the 
NeQar ftreames of conceived ſolace, with many 
millions of amorous applauds they attended the 
hour wherein their expeCtations ſhould be crown- 
' ed with the heavenly Garland of content. Bu Jl 
now to our other Princes and their Ladies, who 
being by the Heranld of report advertiſed of Thal- 
meno's Fortunate proceedings, burn with delire up- 
on the Stage of Matrimony to be Atﬀors of the like 
Comedy ; the which Tha/meno perceiving, viewing 
their Janguilking ſrcknefſe by his own tormented 
walady, went to the King his Father, and with a 
trembling Oration { the tears ſianding in his eyes) 
requeſted that his two Princely companions might 
likewiſe under his gracious faveur cnjoy their 
VeILUNOUWS deijred Faragens v. hich cOr:MIen DroOe 
celſc he 10 aulhentical}); ty liciugdvacihe Kirg his Þ 
| F ac licr 
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[Father (with direRion) diving into the concaviry 
.| of his Sons demand, and f:nding the ſubjeRt of their 
{deſires to be extrafted from the pure model of chaſt 
affe&ion, preſenting pitty beture the ſtage of his 
eyes, and charity upon the Theatre of his con- 
{templations, (with a debonair aſpe&t) gave ſen= 
 [tence,that oneday ſhould finiih the'general tripli- 
{cities of their marriages, The Zephir winde of 
.Iwhich ſweet novelty was no ſuoner by Thalmeng 
.Itranſporced to the ears of our amorous regiment, 
Ibgt Palma embracing his beautiful Ierfilva, and 
edor kiſling the coraline lips of his fairc F lorina, 
did in the triumphs of love as ic were floate upon 
the ſtreamesof blisfull applauſe ; ſo that their love=- 
ly conceits fetching a courſe beyond the confines 
fot Cymhia, cid (without relt) range upon the Pa= 
 fradife of approaching plealures. On the other ſide, 


 Iwhiles theſe Imps of Venus were with pleaſant dal- 


 Fllance beguiling the time, King Drammo was not 
 Jidle in making (ſumptuous preparations for the ces 
 [cbrating of their weddings : and the more to dig- 
 Unifie that day with heroical triumphs, kethrough 
 Ithe Carrafours of his Nand(by Gartian his Herauld 
 Jof Arms) commanded a Tournoy and Jouſt to be 
Em whereunto not onely the Nobles of 

is Dominions ſhould be welcome, but alſo all 
Forreign Princes and Cavaliers ( whatſoever ) 


of fame)difperſed through the harbouringNations, 
, Put thither (1 meaneto Cicilia)) came abundantly 


N Martialiſts, 
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might have free accefſe : The heroical chundring: 
report whereof was no ſooner (by the {ilver trump 


. Blocking many valorous Troups of magnanimous. 
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Morals; { thac at thetime of affignation, as 
there want d not tf walms of proipettorsto behold 
the riuuphs, io ke ec nncedid not innumerable of 
Cavalicis ww ait8he their expectations. So that the 
joytul day hung come, which as the ingenious 
Ciciliias d'd 1: utrate with terreſtrial bravery, fo. 
the gods themiclves in the Synod of their refolu- 
tions did date mine to ftellite with heavenly beau- 
Ly : for Au: 072 nv {oontr gave the obſcure night 
a valorous oyerthrow, but ſp:mmdant Titan in his 
fiery Coach beyan Viinkis golden rayes to embel- 
}1:4; the cinCture ot the day ; when the (treers beiag 
kung wich curtous tapeliry, the Pageants adorn- 
ed «Kicthgliitcringingeny, end the Pavement (trew- 
cd with F{ra's joility, by many bands of Kings, 
Qucens, Novles, and L: ies, theſe our (ldalian) 
Loveis moſt majeiicaily were conduCted to the 
Temple; where being by the Ring of matrimony 
(ti:] the final period of their lives cataltrophe) each 
i:rmly united co other, They ar laft in the plau- 
dity of amorous contented imaginations returned 
to the Palace, where wich curious feaſts, ſumptu- 
ous dances ,and ffatcly masks,their marriages were 
{9 magniincently folemnized, that the detcriprio 
rhcrcot my eaglet Muſe (nay all the inftin& ot 
P.::r44/us) cannot {uifciently relate : .Theretore 
we will make an Apoſtrophe from theſe dignitice 
bravcries, and being overvailed with the Curtaing | 
cf obicure night, bring each cf theſe our amorouy 1 
love: s to their (erreſtrial Paradiſe) Bed- chamber} | 
wheie the doors bcing ſhur, & they entomb'd with { 
in the Ivory fhrinc of a pair of La ' 
ze 
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likewiſe leave them to their amorous (divine) plea- 
ſures,and (praying, /ezs to guard them within the 
liſts of her {acred in _}ucnce ) return to the next day, 
wherein the Heroical feats of Chivalry were to be 
accompliſhed. The morn was fair, the skyes bright, 
thewind calm, an: Phehus in his radiant pavilion 
delighted to grace the cinfture of the day with his 
meridional beauty : therefore the Tilts being baile, 
the Tents ere&ed, :!ic Cavaliers ready, and the He- 
rauld prepared ; [-t us cor a while give Conge to 
the Court, and with valour direct our Hiſtory to 
the Campe; wherein a Gallery, Theatre.wite, was 
ſo induſtrivutly built. that the royal Aﬀembly, and 

ſweet Ladics might +r their eaſe profpeR all, and in 
fafety ftand unpretudic' of any, whoſe gliſtering 
divine beauty fo £!o:toully ſparkled admiration 
to the ( aſtoniſhed ) tpcators, that the excellent 
contemplation thercot was not onely of compleat 

power to infuſe valour to the moſt couraglous, but 

alſo of exat torce to mike a meer Daſtard prove a 

doughty Conqreror. Now to begin with the 

Articles projefted for Tiling, It was thus ordain- 
ed, Thu the Ciciliazs fhou'd anfwer all commers : 
W kereupon by the Kings command, the Herauld 
ſounded to the Combate ; when inſtantly, a Cici. 
lizn Knight gallantly mounted, entering the Liſt, 
was preſently mct by a warlike Hzrgarian, who at 
the tft encounter lodging his Lance in his Ene- 
mies dreaſt, very valoroutly unhoi ſed him, making 
him ( defpight his pride) moſt humbly greet the 
ground with his Perionage, whereon but even 
then his hpr ſe tuperbioutly tramplea ; 17 reyengs 
N 2 whui® 
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whoſe infamy, another Cici/ian ſaluting the King, 
( fetching his cariere) galloped within the Liltsz' 


which, asthe tirft, was by the Hungarian in a mo- 
ment vanquithed : The King altoniſhed hereaty by 
his Page-royal ſent the Conqueror a Preſent ; and 
ſo extoiling highly his valour, commanded two 
freſh Ch:mpions to be admitted; which inſtantly 
was accompliſhed. But wavering Fortune reſol- 
ved ( tor a time ) to ſmile on the itrange Cavaliers, 
did by the infiin& of her Camelion influence con- 
tinually afford them vi&ory ; fo that of twenty 


Cicilian Champions which ran that day, not one 


remained Conqueror, but a[l-to their immortall 
ſhame,rcturned vanquiſh'd.T he whole aſſembly ad. 
miring hereat, could not retrain from ( bluſhing ) 
aſtoniſhment : the which the King remarking ( in- 
ftantly ) commanded the Triumphes tor that day 
to break off, and fo the general — depart= 
ed. But now as the rumour hereof was bruted a- 
broad, and almoit in the Court no other news 
walking; our three young Princes mean Thalmers 


| Palma and AMedor) ftorming with diſgrace to ſee 


their aſſociats ſo defeated, ( tickling their conceits 
with the conſideration of honour ) & fame likewile 
in their brefts refreſhing the embers of magnanimt- 
ty,they ac laſt gave this period to their refolutions, 
that the very nc: morn(ſecretly)in perſon(maugre 
the effets of Fortune) they would maintaine the 
Combate : lipon which re{oJute determination, 
they hicd ro the Kings Munition-houſe, and there 
choſe each of th:m a green Armour of Velvet, im- 
bofſſed with fixed Stars and Rotes of pure beaten 
gold : Burt again,*ne better to bring their parpoſe 

| tO 
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to paſſe, they under the mazk of diſguiſe, ſecretly 
ſo wrought with the King, that the next morn, 
to decide the Combate, there ſhould be ot each 
ſide elefted chree chicke Champions, whereof, who- 
ſoever remained Conqueror, ſhould immortally 
be inveſted with the Olympian garland ot dignified 
fame, Whereupon Aurora ( hauing walkt her Am- 
ber locks in the azured Plain of Thetis ) no ſooner 
wich her Cyzthian complexion appeared in the pur- 
pled sky, but the Drums traverling the Streets, 
advertiled all (aiwel natives as forreig-ers ) of the 


Kings i ntended refoulution. The C:c:lian Knights 


( not knowing of the three Princes determination) 
prepared chem(elves to the Combate, and ſo like- 
wile did the ſtrangers, amongſt whom, they ele&ed 
three magnanimous Princes, whoſe names anone 
{hall be at large related. In tine, King Dr«izo, the 
Queen, the three Princeſſes, with the rcſt of the 
Nobilicy , were againe ſeated in the Theatre, in- 
wardly burning with defire to know on whole tide 
(inconſtant) Fortune would encline : whiles thus 
all things was ready, the Herauld no ſooner ſoun- 
ded to the Combare, but three range Champions 
entered the Liſts, being gallantly mounted and 
dight in filver Armour, inameled with Azure, ha- 


 ving their Plumes all whiceand blew, prefiguring 


hope : on the contrary part, wailes the Cicil;ans 
were in contention, which three ſhould enter : Lo, 
even then three gallant Cavaliers ( being C:cilians ) 
unexpectedly arrived, richly mounted upon ſnow- 
white Barbarian Courſers, apparell'd in green Ar- 
m our, having their Plumes crymſon and white, 


d iſplaying th? beaury of ebctr Ladies :the King and 
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- company admiring what theſe unknown Cicitiart 
( commending their audacious valour and marti- 
all dexterity ) commanded them to begin. So the ' 
two foremoſt having made obeiſance, giving 
Spurs to their Jennets, very valorouſly advanced; 
at which furious encounter, they both fo glort- 
ouſly behaved themſelves, that it was difficult to 
cenſure whoſe ſide victory did moſt favour , but at 
| laſt the Cici/ia» making a ſborrturn ( as being ex- 
pert in thoſe martial a&tions ) planting his Lance 
in his enemies Creſt, very gallanty bore him off the 
Saddle, to the no little rejoycing of the whole Af- 
ſembly, which for raviſhing applauſe ſhouted a- 
maine, The ſecond ſtranger, not any thing daunted 
with his fellows mil-fortune, very couragicully 
ſet forwards; who being by the next Cicrlian as 
bravely met, were both (at firſt)very reer diſmoun= 
ted : In which triumphant Combate, having bro- 
ken their Lances(and ſent the (hivers 1n the Aireto 
band with Afars) they retired ; but no ſooner were 
they furniſhed by their Pages with treſh-Lances , 
bur giving ſpurs to their Courlers, they again ad- 
vanc'd,where the Cicilian (o gallantly b-havedbim- 
felf, that at the next encounter he forced both horle 
and man to the ground, yea and with ſuch a ter- 
 rible fury, thar the whole aſſembly conjefured he 
had given the world his{1zft) fatal farewel; which 
the third ftrange Champion percgtving ( as having 
his va!orous courage infamed with honour ) with 
an undaunred refylnrion gave Spurs to his Tennet 3 
fo the Jaſt Cicilian Knight perceiving his approach, 
with a fierce andactry ran to encouncer hin, where 
- burwixe titel walike kar. ical Martialitts fo many 
| | | valotÞ 
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valorus feats of Chivalry were demonſtrated, thac 
4he'thole afſembly reaped cxatt applauie' by pro- 
ſpeRivg che object of lorarea Combare Fut w con- 


,chudeyas the ini nence of ime giveth a {ul period. 


toall terreiirial accidencs, fo in the twinckling of 
'an'eye, this ſtrange Cavalier u was by the C icilian 
Knight moſt famoully vanyuiited, - the no little 
reJoycing 9t the joy ful {petcators, ard allo to. the 
delicious applauſe uf the [mz himleife, who tor 
this fortunate victory ( erecting Trophies of cun- 
tentation in the Center of his Capacity} came him- 
ſelte i; Perſon to gratihe thete Conquerours with 
hisroyal thanks : When (bcing unarmed) eſpying 

them to be his Son Thalzexr_ with the other two 
Prisccs Palma and AMedor , having his CONCClts = 
levatcd within the Eden of ddeRation, Very COUP= 
4eon'ry went and embraccd then, rH in 
the Conqueit| ot their audacious ma; n:nimitles, 

The Queen likewite being advectited of this un - 
lookt tor news ,accompanied with the three Prin- 
celles, Arhelia, Mecrfileaz, and Florina(copether with 
a glittering troop of Lad: es) came like! wie to ſalute 
them, and fo ( atrer many 2mnrous {pecches were 
paſt ) condutted themin a moſt triumphant man- 
ner to the Pajace 3 where they were noſooncr at. 
rived, but burning with dineto know what thefe 
vancuiſhcd Knights were, they fo wrought with 
the King, that he preſently diſpatched a Nobleman 
'of his (gallantly tollow«d } to requeſt them to the 
.Courr; whcn initantly, thoſe vanquiſhed Cava- 
Fers ('nothing caunted with the inheelity of mil- 
fortune ) accompanicd with many Troops of va- 
1 N 4 I:rous 
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lorous Knights ( with a gallant refolution) dir 
ed their pace to the Court, where pafling rhe filyer 
Hall nh golden Gallery, they were conducted to 
the dignited Chamber of Preſence, where the King, 
Queene, and Princeſſes, under a glorious Canopy 
of purple imboſſed with Diamonds, attended their 
arrivall ; at whoſe enterance, deſcending their 
Thrones of Eſtate, they advanc'd to ſalute them. 
But now remark the mutability of fortune for our 
three beautitul Paragons preſenting themſelves be- 
' foretheir Preſence ( with intent to -alute them ) 
and glancing their eyes upon the phyſnomy of 
their complexion, immediately perceived them to 
be their (uncxpeRed ) naturall Fathers ; the ſo- 
daine ſight whereof to daunted their contempla- 
tions, that betwixt love and feare, they proſtrate- 
ing themſelves to their teet, very inſtantly fell ro 
theground, demanding pardon 3; At which co- 
mical accident the Cavaliers prying more ſeriouſly 
upon their baſhtul complexions, tound them abſo- 
Jutely to be their onely daughters; ſo that natu- 
rall afte&ion conftraining them to rain fountaines 
of teares from the Conduits of their eyes, being in 
concelt ravithed with the joyful alarum-bell of this 
unlookt for news, they clevated them againe on 
their feet, and ſo banding their ſight each upon 0- 
thers countenances, they in the plaudity of that 
heavenly contemplation a long time remained 
ſilent ; but at laſt accumulating their wits before 
the throne of diſcretion, and ſiceling their tongues 
with the phrate of jovtull acclamawion, they in 
ſghing i r. d:eatacd vut thele ſpeeches : 
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Waicome ſweet Daughters to your (once) ſerrowſull 
F athers, and millious 3 thanks to celeſtial detty far en- 
veſting our eyes with the deſired object of your beautiful 
perfonages : Which King Drains with his Queen no 
ſooner overheard, but perceiving them to bethe 
happy Parents of theſe vertuous Ladies, in mot? 
aftetionatewiſe graciou!iy went and ſaluted them, 
blefling the divine hour which afforded them the 
honour of their preſence, and cxquilitely rejoycing 
in thac by their arrivals they were made ſo exceed- 
ingly fortunate. The three Angelical Princeſles all 
this while having their pleaſant countenances me- 
tamorphoſed to ſorrowtul complexions, with 
teares In their eyes ſtood trembling for timerolity, 
fearing leaſt their Fathers would rebuke them for 
their diſobedient audacity. The which their Fa- 
thers perceiving, ( but noc ſuppoſing that either of 
them were married) with chearfull countenances 
demanded the cauſe of their diſconſolations ; who 
having their ſenſes overvailed partly wich forrow- 
ful feare, and partly with natural affeftion, dying 
their viſages with a vermilion- bluſh, ſtood meerly 
ſilent, as trembling to incamp the avant-guard of 
their ſpeeches, The which King Drxino remarking, 
very boldly ſtepr to their Fathers, and related him, 
That being married wichout your Princely con- 


' deſcents, he {ur poſed they doubted ro diſcover ir, 


fearing leſt they ſhould ( deſervedly ) incurre the 
livery of your indignation. Married! quoth their 
Fathers; why, to whom ? Surely, quoth Druizo, 


 Atheliato Prince Tha/meno my Sonne and heir ap- 


parent to my Crowne; cr/ilva ro Prince Palma 
Sonnc 
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Son to Blithgora King of Egypr,and F lima to Prince] | 
AAeavy ſon to Orlando King of Biafara, The which|t! 
theſe Kingly Parents no ſooner nnderſtood, but 
triumphing in that gheir Daughters were ſo hono-M 
rably matched, they amorouſly went, and\'moſt|W 
ſweetly embraced them : King Druino ſecing them |! 
herewith divincly contented, determining to add | 
more applauſe to their rayithed conceits, told them ®! 
likewiſe that it were thoſe three dignified Gallants | i 
( theic Sons in Laws ) that ſo valorouſly had con-| © 
quered them ; which againe adminiſtring more G 
Joy to the plaudity of their pleaſant imaginations, Þ © 
did ſo tickle their cogceits with Ne&ar applauds, | ! 
that they deſired they might tix their eyes upon the | © 
objeR of their Sons perſonages, which immediately | * 
was perfoimed; For' our Heroical young Princes j 
no ſooner underſtood the Zephir news of this | ! 

t 

[ 

{ 


{trange novelty, but inſtantly poſting to their pre- 
ſence, they very obcdiently ſaluted them,tmploring 
pardon for their audacious enterpriſes, which with 
a gracious benigne reply was ſoon granted them, 
and fo embracing thein ( in their daughters {ights) [| 
with a ſweet afteftionate ſympathy, they in pub- 
lique view generally from thcir hearts, ratified 
that which before was ſolemnly folemnized. King | * 
Druino perceiving this unexpe&ed Hercical meet- | | 
ing, remarking how theſe {weer Martialif's of af- J 
fcfion were with their ſweet Paragons fortunate- || 
ly united, failed not in moſt triumphang order 
toimbelliſh this dignined Aſſembly with ſumptu- 
QUs bravery : So as banquerting theſe forraigne 
Kings with fuch Princely entertainment as was 
befitting theic Maje! 1-2] pericmages, Fe a long 
time 
"is 
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time retained them in his Cicilian Kingdom, to the 
utjnolefſe applauſe of his faichtull Subjefts, then ad- 


CH 
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mirdtion of all forreign ſpefators; many dayes 
were expired in folemnizing theſe ſumptuous Tri- 
umphs, the dignified honour whereor mounting 
the skies, 'will-cill eternity redound to the Cicili- 


ans immortall fame. The three renowned Kirgy' 
ſeeing it now high time to draw homewards, { be- 


cauſe they knew the publique affairs of their King- 
doms required their preſence ) repaired theruſelves 


'to depart ; and (o gratifying King Dra#zo far their 


Royall entertainment ( as alſo taking their graci- 
ous Conge of the Queen and the Nobility of Cic#- 
lia) they at laſt , with their Princely Sons and 
Daughters ) moſt ſumptuoufly imbarqued them- 
ſelves : when a favorable Zephir gale blowing 
them from the Cic'lian coaſt, did moſt pleaſantly 
recondut them in fafety to their own Kingdomes : 


{o as Thalmero being, with his fair 4rhel. 4 arrived in 


. the Territories of Zfara, Palma wi h his ſweet 
 Mexrſitva in the Country of Bohemia, & 1Medor with 
| his 


very contented[y there lived in the height of molt 


ear F/orina;in the contines of N»mrd{ia, they all 


amorous.att tion : ti}l ar Jaſt death ( by the Dart 
of T7 hanatos ) as ſummoning the aged Parents te 
pay nature herdue, and being deprived trom the 
vanity of this earthly Kingdome, to be inveſted 
Saints in the Celeſtial Monarchy, Our yourg 
Princely Marcialiits of love were in their ſtead not 
triumphantly Crowned, where living in delefable 
tranquillity,they along time reigned to their hearts 
continuall comfort, their ſoules eternall conten= 
LatioNn, 
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The Anthors concluſitive Epiſtle to the. 


( Gentlemen ) Readers, | 


Pp 
y Entlemen, having finiſhed the eſſence of : 
this ,my peeviſh Pamphlec, and givenÞy 
(for a whiles ) my Ruftical Muſe exa&þro 
Conge (ſecurely ) to repoſe in the vaſtalÞþri 
grave of hilence ; I began to excogitatehm 
with my capacity, whether I ſhould produce thisfon 
' my abortive Elfe before the Theatre of the worldsfes 
contemplation, or elſe( with theMidwifes of Egypt), 
. make the joyfu) hour of his projection, the ( un-| 
timely ) ſepulchre of his fatal cataſtrophe , ſo thatÞyb 
premeditating ſeriouſly in ſo Tragi-comical a con= þu 
fit, how to circumference my conceits within the fer 
( deſired ) Liſts of (amiable ) unity ; I at laſt in theſfr 
Chaos of my diſtempered cerebrolity,felt the citadel fer 
of my thoughts to ve very dangerouſly affaulted by [x 
two martial and mortal Rivals, the one was cal- fo! 
led Diſcretion, the other Nacure ; which with aus &y, 
thentical motives ( before the Bar of my capacity) it; 
- artificially pleaded for a definitive ſentence : farit Ni 
began Diſcretion, who with the phyinomy of a (6 
cheerful countenance, folicired, thar in this golden fc 
age of Poetry ( wherein Javention hath pierc'd the pc 
Aire, and is long fince Charadtered in the Skie) I 
ſhould not preſume to attribute wings to my Ea- fw 
gled Muſe, but rather nip her audactous Flumes, 
- and ſo compel her to obierve a lower Climare, | 
which 
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Readers. k 


r imbecility : An ardent defirE I had toallow of 
ſis exhortation ; bur Nature inſtantly ( with tears 
her eyes, and her forrowful hair dandling about 
| Er ruthful cheeks? began with penetential {ighs 

plead for audicnce, and fo ſubmiſſively proftra= 
ng her ſelf-co my feet, ſpake as followeth : Imbrus 
affot thy (Cy2thian ) hands in the innocent blood of 
nþy Pamphler ; but rather cheriſh him with care 
&brojet him to the world, and commit him to his 
alþrrune. Which having pronounced, they both in 
teh moment vaniſhed, and ſo left medeſolateto the 
isfontemplation of a Legion of reſtlefſe incumbran» 
ls $es. Being thus toſticatedin the ſurges of perplexi- 
"5, and almoſt ingulph'd in the briniſh ocean of my 
= fears, I began to ponder on ſome ſpeedy invention 
t hich might free me trom accuſtomed aggravations 
= put continually {finding my mirth diverted to mi- 
e ery. and my exhiſcration to dolefulnefſe, 1 again 
e[from Cylla to Charybdis ) tell into the dedale of et= 
1 feminate defpaire : but at Jaſt delicious conſolation 
7 ( preſenting me with the (_4riadves ) thred of come 


- ty,by talling to this(peremptory reſolution, to be- 
) - e my Elk to the ry thereby to enjoy the 
it Nefar of a future peaceable tranquility, So now 
a (Gentlemen, by vertue of the premiſes, I here ſend 
you my Pamphlet,notapparelled in Arcadzan ſuity 
or embelliſhed in Facry ornaments, but rathee 
wrapt in a thred-bare mantle of Simplicity, ftich'd 
wich Ignorance, lin'd with [literature, and/fac'd 
ith Folly ; wherein you ſhall find uuthing (by the 

pen- 
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bis '\ night Beſt correſpond with the influence of 


ort ) brought me out of the labyrinth of perplexis 
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#5; ( at your leaſures )the harlh ( difcordantYphra 
fa : of my Pamphlet, and with unpartial contempla 
-; on wadedchrongh the Bryars of my imbecillity 
[Bs do ſtand as a trembling offendor before the ben 
44 Bar of your favoncs, fearing leit mericoriouſly 
on have incuz*d your, tholerick) indignation;in pd 
L fuming to conſecrate my peeviſh Labours to t 

ſtately Preſſe ; butpgrdon Gentlemen | defeech ye 
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capacities with ſume fkne conceited P 
greater demerir. © G- -* | 
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